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" But I do think it is their husbands* fault 

" If wives do fall." Shakesp. Othello. 



The next evening that the Duchess and 
her party were free from company, it 
happened to be Lady Charlotte's, turn to 
afford the amusement for the soiree. 

She begged of her brother to take com- 
passion on her^ and kindly officiate ia 
hep stead. '^' From your inexhaustible 
stock of information and no\eltv/' she 
said, '^ and your* intercouse with ouc 
fashionable world, the Duchess will be 
more likely to find amusement and inter- 
est thaa from any anecdotes in my power 
to produce. However, if her Grace and 
your Lordshipwill but have patience to 
give me the hearing, I plecjge myself the 

vol.. II* B 
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Lady Charlotte's Promise. 



next time we ^' three meet again/' with- 
out other company, to introduce you to 
some vety amiable people. The sketches 
which compose the story are, I assure 
you, taken from real life ; but I fear will 
be thought too romantic to be admitted 
amongst your worldlings, dear brother : 
yet as your characters, though admira- 
bly pourfraj^d, do not generally carry the 
stamp of any exalted virtues, it may not 
be amiss to scatter a few worthies amongst 
thenii, as ^11 to diversify, as to enlighten 
and improve. My anecdotes, however, 
are not yet arranged, and that- is one rea- 
son that I crave your mercy this evening; 
for I mean to give these characters in the 
true style of noveUcomposition. Do then, 
dear, good my Lord, proceed ; your ready 
and cheerful compliance will best excuse 
me with the Duchess. 

*' If I were not your brother, Charlotte,'* 
answered the Marquis,. '^ I should tell 
yon^ it was impossible to resist so sweet 
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More Characters. 



a pleader : but as I have the honour to 
boast aa affinity which precludes the ne* 
CQssity of embellished feelings and war- 
rant3 only plain dealing and trqth^ I shall 
fiinoply say, that on condition of your giv- 
ing usypur proniised sketches of excellence, 
at no very distant period, I will this even- 
ing become your a0i(;iator and advocate. 



99 



'* Agreed V* answered Lady Charlotte* 
*' And now, dear brother, more charao- 
tersQA soon as you please.'^ ".Well, but 
ladies,^' said the Marquis, ^*tell me, 
shall they be male or female i Say, 
quickly; for they crowd quick on my 
memory. Or, shall I ^ive you a com^ 
pound of both ? I haye on my list a pro- 
fligate wife, a wanton widow, a bride 
elect, and a pattern of conjugal fidelity 
in the shape of a brave and vener^tble 
. Admiral/' 

" Oh ! what a promising group,*' said 
♦Jjady Charlotte. " Give us all, or any 

B 3 
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The AUmiial's Opinion of Women. 



of them, dear brother ; but whatever you 
do, do'nt, pray, leave out the dear, old 
Admiral." ''Oh fye ! Charlotte," ex- 
claimed the Duchess, '' to wish to en- 
danger a virtuous man, by associating 
him with a profligate wife and a wanton 
widow 1 I tremble for the Admiral's fide- 
lity, if he is to mix with such a set." 

" It is not by such women as tliese,** 
answered the Marquis, *' that such men 
as Admiral Wallingford are endangered. 
Accustomed from the delicacy of his taste 
and probity af his principles to associate 
only with the refined, the chaste, and in- 
tellectual of your sex, he is disgusted 
with those forward females, whether vir- 
gins, wives, or widows, who presumptu- 
ously display their charms, a«d thus 
invite the licentious :— from the professed 
wanton he turns with pity and con- 
tempt ! 

All young and beautiful women, he 
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A Digression 



says, are on an equality, as far as rx^pects 
personal influence ; but the qualities of 
the heart, the endowments of the mind, 
education, disposition, and acquirements, 
are the distinguishing ornaments of a 
chaste and polished woman ; and they 
alone can fix the heart of man. Mind, 
dear ladies, these are the Admiral's old 
fashioned ideas; for my part, I know 
little about these subjects/' 

'^ Oh ! brother/' said Lady Charlotte, 
^' I am sure you have frequently evinced 
the same rectitude of ideas, in regard 
to our sex ; however fashion mtay lead 
you to—** 

^' Charlotte,*' interrupted the Duchess, 
*' Do suffer ^our brother to continue, and 
do not be so prosing/' 

The Marquis smiled ; but he revered, 
his virtuous sister, and often felt sensible 
of his mother's impropriety of conduct — 
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The Wi$h of a dying Wife. 
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he seated himself between the ladies^ 
gently put an arm round each of their 
waists^ and pressing them softly towardf 
hira^ he thus continued. 

'^ Admiral Wallingford is the cham- 
pion of your sex^ and gives it as his opi* 
nion^ that, it is the fault of man that 
women are not better. He has been the* 
husband of two amiable women ; his first 
wife^ with whom he lived • several years^ 
in the most perfect harmony, on her 
death-bed requested, that, if ever he mar- 
ried again, it might be to her friend ; 
adding, that she was sd convinced of 
her worth, as to be satisfied she was the 
best calculated being to make him happy. 
'^ Take her, therefore, dear Wallingford," 
said this generous woman, ^' as sboir as 
the grief, I am sur'e/you will feel for our 
separation shall be tranquillized. Shewill 
fill up the toid in your heart : you have 
nothing to apprehend front a refusal, for 
Sophia . has no prior attachment, and eii<* 
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Continued. 



tertains the highest esteem for your ex- 
cellence. 

\ - * 

The Admiral had remained a widower 
near two years ; when he fulfilled the 
dying request of his departed consort, 
and espoused her friend* 

This lady is many years younger than 
her husband ; but that does not operate 
so as to lessen her aft*ection or attentions ; 
her attachment is individual and ardent ; 
and he appears to have no pleasure in 
which she takes not a share. 

In the service of his country. Admiral 
Wallingford has fought with a Nelson, 
a Rodney, and a Howe; and his ve- 
iierable bark, though no longer afloat, 
still exists, a lively memento of former 
achievements, and serves to eternize his 
fame and glory ! 

It is not more than six months since I 
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A hasty Declaration of the Marquis. 



had the satisfaction of dining with this 
amiable veteran, at Lady Hanwell's ; and 
I never recollect being more struck than 
I was by his person and manners : the 
former bearing the stamp of temperance 
and regularity, and the latter of unaffected 
cheerfulness^ sound principles, and manly 
integrity. He told us, he was in his se- 
ventieth year ! No uninformed person 
would have guessed him above fifty-five* 

His profession, as a naval officer^ fre- 
quently obliged him to leave the dear 
treasures of his home for distant climes; 
but although he has been absent from his 
family three years together, he has so- 
lemnly declared, that he was never guilty 
of a single act of conjugal infidelity ! — 
This may be literally true ; but I know 
it is a virtue, when I have the misfortune 
to be married, that I shall never be able 
to practise. 



cc 



Dear brother^'* said Lady Charlotte, 
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He is chastised by his Sister. 



'^ I hope you will alter your opinion; and 
not be among the number 6f those men, who 
will not credit this latter circumstance you 
have mentioned of the worthy Admiral. 
I see no reason to doubt it; for he, who 
makes a matter of conscience to regulate 
his passions, and hold sacred a solemn con* 
tract, will, on every occasion, submit to 
restraint, which tove and virtue impose ; 
and which virtue will herself repay : 
in my opinion the best security against 
irregularities of this order is an attach- 
ment to an amiable and virtuous object.^ 
Though separate, there is no void in his 
heart, which is truly devoted, and bis 
imagination fills every spot with the image 
of his love : thiis circumstanced, an act 
of mere sensual grossness I should con- 
ceive impossible: for the man who dislio- 
nours his love, dishonours himself in the 
most delicatepoint of view; and I do assure 
you, that I think there are very few situa- 
tions, in which I could consider an act of 
eonjugal infidelity as pardonable^ and iri«» 
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A most interetcing Point discussed. 

f ' ' I I . I aasasgB^ i i i ~ 

deed, I think, thatf^Iiile yau ejlcactsolarge 
k penalty for a single act of tbis nature 
in oilr sex, it is the height of injustice to 
itllow 80 much greater latitude to jour's/' 

''J Wish," said the Marquis, ''I bad 
thought 6f takhfig out tny \ratcfa, tt^faen 
Charlotte was at the commencement 
of her discourse updn male Obafetitj/^ 
'''For my part," said the Duchess, with 
% Weary air, '' 1 was silent, for I thoug^ht 
the protniscd novel^us begun ; Rnd that 
this was the preface ! However, Char- 
lotte, all yOU have uttered is very just J 
Our sex will every one agtee to the truAi 
you have enforced/' 

" But you will agree, rIso, my deaf 
^Duchess, said the Marquis, '^ that «1- 
* though there may often be foitnd men 
extremely reprehensible, in their treat- 
ment of tho^e females who are placed 
Uiider their dominion ; we, also> some« 
fifli^lf meet with very na^bty - iF^omen^ 
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who have no plea to offer in extenuation 
f)f their iddecorous and profligate con- 
duct : of such a description is the cljarac- 
ter I shall next introduce, and— " '''But 
stop a little, dear brother f, quicldy in- 
terrupted Lady Charlotte, ''you have 
neither told us where the dear old Ad- 
miral lives ; whether he has any family ; 
nor have you given a perfect description 
of his person : we will hear nothing of 
yt)ur profligate wife nor wanton widyw, 
until we have learned all we can of this 
truly worthy character ; who comes to 
us, at this moment, like tlie Angel of 
Charity, bespeaking mercy for his fol- 
lowers/* 

" I think," said the Duchess, '' after 
the despicable portrait given us lately of 
Sir William Featherington, this exaked 
character of England's first favourite, 
a British Sailor, is admirably con- 
trasted ; and althoug;h I join my vote 

^ith Charlotte's in wishing to obtain a 
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The Admirars Character continued. 



knowledge of every particular. respecting 
this very goad man, I own I have no 
objection to view, occasionally, sketches 
of a more ordinary cast ; / like the world 
as it goes ! therefore, hasten, dear Phi- 
lip, to fulfil Charlotte's wishes, and then 
let us have your profligate wife and wanton 
widow J as soon as you will.'* The Mar- 
quis bowed his obedience, and pro^ 
ceeded. 

^' The residence of our naval hero \%^ 
certainly worthy of remark ; being just 
suitable to the elegance of his mind, and 
pu^'ity of his taste. Since retired from 
the service, he has built a cottage in the 
most picturesque part of the Isle of 
Wight ; and which is called The Marine 
Villa : it is. situated in the parish of 
Niton ; and possesses much symmetry 
and appropriate beauty. The grounds, 
though not extensive, are laid out with 
infinite taste; but the powers of descrip- 
tion fail in picturing the almost un* 
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The Admiral's Villa. 

paralleled loveliness and variety of the 
views which meet the eye in every direc- 
tion^ and entrance with delight the 
admiring gazer. 

In my tour through the island last 
summer, we stopt at the village of Niton ; 
and my fellow-traveller, who knew the 
venerable owner intimately^ in his days 
of fame, sent in his name, with a request 
to be permitted the indulgence of walking 
over the grounds.. 

This request Brought us a polite in- 
vitation from the Admiral and his lad}', to 
take an early dinner at the Villa : which 
we readily accepted. . If we were charm- 
ed with the extreme beauty and neatness 
which were blended in this enchanting 
retreat, if we ^welt with enrapt emotion 
on the splendid and picturesque views 
which presented themselves at every break 
in the foliage, we experienced a pleasure 
ho less lively, though of a different nature. 
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fill Hospitality. 



in the CQQifqrt^ hospitality^ pnd neatness^ 
v^bich pervaded his little household. At 
his table was pleiitj, without luxurj : 
and his equipage and retinue possessed all 
the grace of unobtrusive simplicity, to- 
tally devoid of ostentation and show. 

He has no family; which is a subject 
f^f regret both to the Admiral and his 
lady; and the more so as I think I. have 
heard. ^f his having lost a son, brought 
him by his first wife ; and a daughter^ 
in her infancy, the produce of this, nift 
second, marriage, 

Thfse sbA privations. have thrown an 
ftir of interesting thoughtfulness over the 
otherwise cheerful coutitenance of thfl 
^dmiral ; and add. to the natural pensive 
cast of features which distinguish Mrs, 
, Wallingford. This lady has still a very 
handsome face ; and before her figure 
had lost its roundness, it must have 
/possesBed very considerable beauty: «fa# 
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Portrait of the Admiral ad vivum. 
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yrnsj at the lime 1 saw her, exceedingly 
,apare.; but her motionsf were gracefi4> 
and her manners and accomplishments 
such as usually mark the thojoughibred 
gentlewoman. 

The Admiral israffaer of.an under size 
-^nd tdoes net, in height^ exceed fiye foot 
*fiye; bis filatures rather raiall — ^his eyes 
tnerry and sparkling^ seem to have npt 
yet lost the fire of youth • his teeth more 
white and sound tbaa any I ever before 
witnessed in p. person of his years* His 
complexion is invariably florid, without 
being coarse, and his hair is entirely 
white: but never did I behold such per- 
fect personal neatness in any elderly person 
as in this most ilelightful old man : his 
linen fine, and white as snow, seems to 
vie with his venerable locks in purity of 
hue, and his well polished shoes el^ual 
in lustre the brightest japan. In his 
external habit he is invariably true to 
kifl colours. A blue coat> he says^ is tha 
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Conclusion. 
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most apprrpriate garb for a True 
Briton ; and even his servants are never 
allowed to appear in any other ; iu fact 
he is truly the 

— — Virum quern 
conspexere ■■ 

of Virgil, whose presence has the magic 
power of silencing the clamorous^ and of 
dispersing a mob* 



RESULT 



OP 



^SATURDAY NIGHTS DEI ERMINATION, 

Sfe. 



** He was Eyes to the Blind." 

O.v the Saturday night following, just 
before the clock struck twelve, the 
Duchess of P3 rmont addressed her chil-? 
dren with, ^^ To morrow we must all be 
at church/*— ^'^ What me ! my Lady 
Duchess/' said her son. 

'^ Certainly/' replied her Grace ; '^ not 
one of our family would I have absent: 
there is to be a charity-sermon ; and it is 
a duty incumbent on people of our rank 
to give largely/' 

^^ I know not how I shall sit the sermon 
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A Charity Sermun. 



out," Raid the Marquis j /' I am sure 
ihis theme of pious begging is so ex-^ 
kausted/' 

The Duchess, with all her faults^ was 
generous and beneyolent. '^ Charity is a 
theme/* said she, ^^ on which too much 
cannot be said ; this too. I shall feel,'' 
added she, with a sigh; '^for it is in 
support of the Blind Asylum lately 
established in the next town. All ipjr 
fear is, as I am told it is rather a popular 
preacher tvho is come to display hii^ 
eloquence on the occasion, that it u 
some methodistical divine, which I am 
extremely sorry to say is now the custom 
to employ for these purposes, in order 
to draw a large congregation, and thereby 
increase the charitable fund/' 

'^ Then make yourself easy, on that 
head. Duchess," said the Marquis : 'f ii 
in a fashionable divine; in the prime of 
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Conveirsation* 

life^ qdite orthodox^ and Chaplain to hU 
Grace the worthy Duke of Daventry. 

^^ The character of the Reverend Ed- 
mund Grosvenor, who is to preach to 
morrow^ in this age^ appears romantic ; 
for he is really possessed of all the 
Grandisonian principles of honour and 
virtue. You know Lord Benton seldoni 
or ever goes to church ; hut when 
Grosyerior preached in London^ at a 
certain fashionable chapel^ he always 
Mvent, when it was his turn to give tfee 
sermon: for you must know, thatGrosve- 
nor does not thunder fiamjes and torments 
in your car, but allows every man to enjoy 
the good things of life^ and thereby best 
please his Maker/' 

^^ Grosvenor, Grosvenor !" said the 

Duchess : '^ let me recollect, is not that 
the young man who was so much spqken 
of, some time ago, who obtained the 
consent of all her friends^ and married. 
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Portrait of a Preacher. 
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with their full approbation^ that elegant 
and interesting girl. Lady Madclina 
Graham ?'* *' The very same, my dear 
Duchess ; they are now but little known 
among the fashionables of London ; as 
they have retired, for some years, to a 
remote part of Devonshire ; loving and 
beloved, and willingly, as mutually, quit- 
ting the great world and all its vanities. 
When you have beard and seen Cdmund 
Grosvenor, I will give you his character 
and history, for it must be dwelt upon 
to do it justice/' 

Soon after this conversation, the noble 
family retired to rest ; and On the follow- 
ing morning proceeded to church. 

A clear, sonorous voice, a pure pro- 
nunciation, and elegant language, made 
Mr. Grosvenor* heard with pleasure by 
every auditor of* his numerous congrega- 
tion : a mild unaffected demeanour^ free 
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A- Comoanson with Self. 



from rant or the affectation of action, 
marked the .servant of God, and not the , 
theatrical declaimer. His text was — 
*' He was eyes to the blind !" — 

The Duchess was wrapped in fixed 
attention : she perceived the mercy, the 
enlarged sentiments, of that religion she 
had so often put away from her thoughts 
as a rigid intruder, and which she had so 
often dared to ridicule: Grdsvenor had 
made it appear to her senses, mild, sweet 
and beneficent; ever open^ late as well ^ 
as early, to impart its healing balsam to 
the mind of the penitent. She felt it all ! 
her outward sight was gone, it* turned 
inward on her conduct; and the sweet 
hope that Grosvenor held out to her, 
made her view it without terror, though 
with a proper sense of shame. 

Though a sudden and speedy reforrti- 
ation in the conduct of a woman, who had 
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The Tttte of the Duchett undergoes Altention. 
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been so much given up to vanity and 
dissipation^ could not be expected^ yet 
she became^ by degrees^ more intel- 
lectual : when she listened to the faults of 
her neighbours^ she thought, also^ of her 
own: when she heard the* characters of 
the good and virtuous depicted^ sh^ 'felt 
a sentiment unknown to her before 
warm her bosom, and a sense of humi- 
liation^ to think how much she was in- 
ferior : her Charlotte became daily more 
dear to her ; and she has been known^ 
sometimes^ to watn her son against the 
vices of fashion^ and only to follow 
implicitly her elegancies aiid all those 
customs which were not actually vicious I 

In the commencement of that amuse- 
ment they bad planned to enliven their 
solitude^ she .always, listened^ with a 
distracted kind ^f attention^ to the sketch 
of a virtuous character^ except that of 
Lady Laura Pemberton^ who was 
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L he Marquis prepares himself to readr 



always her favourite : but now, they 
appeared to give her more pleasure than 
those of the scandalous school : and one 
evenings when they had found a relaxa- 
tion from receiving and returning va« 
rious visits, she requested to hear the 
history of the Clergyman who had so 
much interested her. 

Lady Charlotte^, who had a very parti- 
cular talent at catching likenesses, and 
often amused herself in sketching the phy- 
siognomy of curious characters whom 
she had' met in society, or abtoad in her 
walks, happened to have delineated the 
most prominent features of the Reverend 
Gentleman merely in pencil ; and taking 
her draiwiiig-board from off the' piano- 
forte, she placed it before the Marquis 
whilst he was reading. He smiledj and 
admired the correctness and delicacy of 
the performance, but said not a word, lest 
the Duchess should have felt more keenly 
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Conclusion. 



the priv'.' '•" of sij»'i * ; a delicate atten 
tion in \ »\' hri ciiildren were very sel- 
dom deficient. 



HEV. EDMUND GROSVENOE. 



.^ Vbtre pouls ih^l marche ^ pas redoubles, 
"iQuelle fauBse pudeur a feindre vous oblige ? 
Qu^ayez vous ?— je n*ai rien,— mais— je n'ai rien,vous dis-je,** 

BOILEAU. £p. III. 



£dmunb Grosvekor was the only son 
of a gentleman of small fortune^ bdt who 
ei]goyed a considerable post under govern- 
ment. Dying at an early age^ he had not 
yet, amongst the many virtues he pos- 
sessed, that of economy: had his life been 
spared longer, it might have come in its 
turn, but it is not, by any raeans^ a quali- 
fication natural to the season of youth. 
Little provision, therefore, was left for a 
widow and three children. 

The father of Edmund had lived long 
enough to ^e all the fine seeds of honour, 
integrity,, and feeling, deeply rooted in the 

VOL. II. c 



26 LONDON CHARACTERS. 



> 



Choice of a Profession. 



heart of his boy: he was gay and volatile 
as other boys, yet \^as never heard to 
mention the •name of his Maker without 
reverence, although" he a][)peared to con- 
demn his companions, when tbey acted 
wrong, but made every kind excuse for 
their conduct. 

While he Ih js shewed himself possess- 
ed of so much goodness of heart, the 
wonderful and rapid progress he made 
in learning astonished even his teachersy 
in so young a child: his father, therefore, 
wished much to bring him itp to one of 
the karned professions. ^' If,*' said he^ 
^^ I teach him the law, though I do not 
mean to vilify any calling, yet the natural 
and unavoidable chicane attendant on that 
profession may c%)i:siderably impair that 
candour and honesty I find in him, and 
his natural difiidtoce will prevent his ever 
making any figure at the barj if I bring 
him up to physic, 'a heart of the finest 
feelings Will be constantly pained at be- 
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He is destined for the Church. 
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holding the miseries and afflictions of hu- 
man kind. To the church he will he an 
ornament; he is just the character to do 
honour to the truths he will/ in future, 
teach, and enforce by his example. 



A 



So much was this the wish of Mr. 
Grosvenor's heart, so often did he repeat 
it, that his widow was resolved to exert 
every nerve io effect the desire of a much 
lovedhusband. College expences, a learn- 
ed education^ she found, on calculation, 
would so drain hier purse, that she feared 
shemustgiveuptheidea: she examinedher 
pecuniary stores, she found it impracti- 
cable, and she waited on those of the no- 
bility through whose interest her hiis- 
band had procured the place he formerly 
held, to request they would recommend 
her son for it, when he should be of a 
proper age. She was still a fine woman ; 
she had all that address and manners in- 
separable from the gentlewoman; and 
she was received with courtesy and polite- 

c3 
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A polite Denial. 

ness ; her husband was acknowledged to 
bave most ably filled his situation^ and 
they promised much^ but did nothing! 

A mother finds the education and 
care of daughters infinitely easier than 
that of sons. Almost despairing her 
Edmund would be able to continue in 
t}ie same situation of life he had ever 
been accustomed to, that of a gentleman:, 
-she was, crossing St. James Vsquare one 
morning, after having received the intel- 
ligence from a noble lord^ which she had 
long been prepared for, namely, that so 
many had applied, that it was totally 
impossible to promise for young Gros- 
'\enor the place formerly held by his 
father ; and really he couLd not think of 
any thing that could he done for the lad 
at present, for there were so many younger 
sons of the npbility, whose parents had 
large families, that they must first be 
thought of; be w#s truly sorry, but so 
it was. 
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A kind Offer of Services. 



J list as she was turning the corner of 
the square, she fancied she saw a mitrtd 
Ecclesiastic, who formerly visited her, 
when in prosperity ; she drew her bonnet 
closer over her face, and was preparing 
to pass over on the other side, when sh« ^ 
was suddenly taken by the hand, and a 
well-known voice addressed her in the 
following manner. 

*' Do you wish, my dear friend, io shun 
the man^ who has often received favours 
from you and your worthy husband, and 
who ba& feasted at his hospitable board? *' 

t 

She then, as she lifted up her face, dis- 
covered her mistake ; it was no bishop, ' 
but a simple, worthy divine^ who had 
been the tutor of a rich nephew of Mrs. 
Grosvenor's, the possessor of the large 
estate belonging to her family, but who 
then took no notice of his impoverished 
aunt. 

c3 
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He takes the Holy Ordcra. 

fence, and to perform every military evo- 
lution; v^^hich gave him, in the early 
part, of bis life, that marrtial air, which 
made it often remarked at Bath, that he 
had more the look of an officer in the 
army than a divine ; this is now a good 
deal worn off^ since he commenced the 
country clergyman* 

At a proper age, Mr. Grosveoor took 
orders; and being without Church-pre- 
ferment, and having some leisure on his 
hands, he made the toiir of England and 
Scotland. On his return he took his dc- 
£> ree as master of arts ; and soon after, an 
event happened, which led to that which 
marked the most interesting and most 
happy period of his life. 

The Duchess Dowager of Daventry 
was one of the old Nobility; who always 
very properly judged that, though it was. 
her duty to behave kindly, and affection- 
ately to her inferiors, yct^^ that magnifi- 
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■ 
He becomes Chaplain to the Duchess of Daventry. 
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cence and dignify should always be kept 
u{) in tl^e style of living that nobles adopt- 
ed : the churchy also^ she looked upon 
as one of the firmest pillars of the state ; 
and that its ceremonies ought to be 
attended to^ with exactitude and preci- 
sion, and not hurried over in a slovenly 
manner. 

Through the recommendation of some 
noble friends, young Grosvenor Was ap- 
pointed one of her Grace's chaplains ; 
she, at that time, much wished to have 
one of these her chaplains reside in her 
house, and perform duty in her own cha- 
pel^ in that correct way she so desired ; 
but they were married men, and she did 
not like to take them from their families : 
pleased with the easy and gentleman-like 
appearance of young Grosvenor, as one 
whom her sons and herself could take 
by the hand in any party, she fixed her 
choice upon him as her. resident chap« 

lain. * 

€ 5 
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His highly proper Conduct. 



On his firat ajri?al, he was shewn into 
a parlour^ where there were two or three 
blooming yonng ladies^ daughters to the 
Duchess^ seated round a table^ and aU 
employed in drawing. On a high music- 
stool^ before a piano-forte^ sat a little 
romp^ between twelve and thirteen years 
of age^ who was incorrectly rattling over 
the keys^ but ceased on the entrance of 
the stranger : at that tkne^ how little 
did he imagine this little smiling.crea- 
tare would ever be so nearly and so dear- 
ly united to him ! 

The Duchess was^ charmed with her 
new inmate, who became the reigning 
favourite of the house ; she found him 
the profound scholar, without the smallest 
rust of the College attached to him : for 
he could trifle, laugher and talk nonseusCj. 
by the hour* 

The polish of his manners seemed fit 
wly for the drawing-room ; but be would 
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He is a Pattern of Goodness. 

eater the miserable huts of abject pover- 
ty, speak kmdly comfortable to the in ' 
habitants, and adapt his elegant language 
to their undei'standiug ; while from his 
scanty purse he would give all he could 
spare : if those gay pleasures which al- 
ways have charms fpr a young and cheer* 
ful mind^ and which he ever loved and 
took in moderation, if these interfered 
with the sick couch that required spi- 
ritual comfort, or the last moments of the 
dying victim of sickness and indigence> 
they were readily given up for the per- 
formance of his duty ; and whilst he waa 
the least rigid, the least puritanical, of 
^ny.man in the world, an oath was not 
Icnown by his most intimate friends and 
connexions ever to have escaped his lips. 

He had lived three years with this 
charming family, in the sweetest harmony 
of society, grateful to, and befriended 
by, them all. But in Lady Madelina 
Graham> the youngest daughter^ he di«- 

c 6 
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His Portrait faithfully drawn. 



covered a similaritj of taste, of thought, 
and sentiment ; Lady Madelina had in- 
deed found a kindred mind : never was 
woman possessed of more sensa than she is- 

Grosvenor was not literany an hand- 
some man, but he had a great sweetness 
of countenance, a good figure, and Iitid 
that elegant ease in his deportment which 
marked the gentleman. He thought him- 
self heart-whole ; hut he felt it stealing 
away from him : he found he could not 
see. With indifference, the progressive de- 
velopement of a mind inclosed in a form, 
which every year had unfoMed some im- 
proved attraction to the admiring eye ; 
she was, then, like the early unexpanded 
rose, which flourishing under a mild sun, 
and nurtured with care, daily increases 
in sweetness and beauty. 

Honour urged his flight from so dsLUr 
gerous an object : should he, said he to 
himself, plunge unceasing regret into the 
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• Himself a Painter. 

l^osom of ber excellent mother for hav- 
ing fostered an ungrateful viper^ who in 
return would sting her? Shall an union 
with Lady Madelina ever dare even to 6nd 
a place in his thought ! He^' whose scanty 
portion would scarce support himself! 
She, who might behold a train of wealthy 
nobles at her feet, and choose amongst 
them at ber pleasure. 

But how could he quit these truly no- 
ble patrons ? what pretence . could he 
make for so strange a proceeding ? and 
how ungrateful should he appear in their 

eyes ? 

Grosvenor excelled in the art of paint- 
ing : Lady Madelina had improved l>er 
taste for drawing under his tuition | and 
he had commenced with a course of in- 
structions for painting in oil colours: she 
bad began the design of a beautiful 
ehureji^ with a distant view of the state- 
ly mausoleum of her father. The excuses 
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His Health is impaired. 
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that lovers will make to themseWes^ amidst 
the fluctuations of hope and despair^ haye 
been experienced by many^ and by them 
can be easily conceived. He must stay 
till this picture is finished : it would be 
the height of ill-breeding not to do it ; 
it would be shocking ! 

He stayed ; they both worked at the 
picture ; but the agitation of Grosvenor's 
mind impeded it's progress* 

He, who was 'often the life of their 
convivial parties, was now pale, absent, 
and spiritless : Lady Madelina lost her 
bloom and her appetite ; but no one knew^ 
not even the lovers themselves, for what 
causae. 

* 
At length honour, that sacji^ed princi- 

pie, which had ever filled the breast of 

Grosvenqr, made him reisolve instantly 

to absent himself, and he requested the 

Duche$s to grant him his dismission* 
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A, manly Resplutipn. 

• 

Astoqished^ above measure^ that he 
should wish to quit a situation in M^hich 
he bad once been so completely happy ; 
in wbich he h^d received jsuch advan- 
tages of introduction to friends^ who 
might become his patron^ in the futuie 
course of his life; where a particular car- 
riage was assigned him^ and which wa9 
always, with servants, at his command ; 
where he had received an abundance of 
the moist costly presents^ and every fond 
attention of friendship : the Duchess 
could scarce belioye what she heard ! 
Her sons, her daughters, all pressed 
round him ; intreated to know if there 
Was any thing left* undone that was in 
their power to remedy, and that he 
would only name it. No beloved son, 
about to quit his paternal home, could, be 
more regretted, or more invited to stay. 
iMadelina, the interesting Madelina, came 
not forward^ like her sisters^ butsat.pale^ 
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Mtddina's Sorrow and Illness. 

in mournful silence^ ^ith difficulty re- 
pressing her tears. Again the Duchess 
urged ; again she requested to know the 
cause : '' Oh ! my Lady Duchess^*' said 
Gros-venor^ ^' forgive me ; my honour is 
still my own^ but I cannot master my 
affections !" 

He then quitted the room^ ordered his 
clothes to be taken to the inn^ and immer 
diately set off to perform a journey of 
about fifty miles. 

The Duchess pondered on his last 
words : '' No doubt/' said she, '' Gros- 
venor has some tender attachment, which 
calls him away/* A deep^sigh made her 
turn towards her daughter Madelina^ 
who had fainted : she was carried to her 
bed, and the next morning an high fever 
and faintings made this tender parent 
tremble for the life of her beloved child. 
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The Duchess was a mother, whose 
chief study was her children's happiness ; . 
and she looked upon titles or riche» in the 
married state but as secondary objects, 
and too dearly purchased with the loss of 
wedded felicit}'. Still she entertained not 
an idea of the affectiea these young peo- 
ple had for each other : but, during the 
paroxysms of her daughier^s fever, she 
soon discovered it, from some frantic es* 
pressions ; and when she gradually reco- 
vered, though she remained some time in 
a very weak gtate, she questioned her 
particularly on the subject. 

" Be assured, my love," said this ten. 
der parent, after hearing her artless con» 
fession, '^ that it would give me sincere 
pleasure to see you united to so worthy 
a man as Grosvenor; but never shall it 
be confessed that my sweet girl harboured 
love for a man, who might probably, re- 
fuse her : for such are the noble principles 
of Grosvenor, that, advantageous as an 
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A Discovery. 
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alliance with our fa.nily qaightbe tohim^ 
if he did not leally love you, and yo^ 
aloue, he would relusc the offer." 



€€ 



I charge you/* replied Madelina, 
as you respect and value that sense of 
decorum you have ever taught me, that 
you never suffer what I have confe^^sedto 
you to come to his knowledge ; only per- 
mit me to live single : but I think; my 
dear mamma^ he would not refuse me. I 
am sure he loves me." 

'Mlas he,, then, ever told you so?'* 
said the Duchess, with dignified gravity. 

'^Oh ! ,no^ never; \ke would expire 
sooner, I ^m sure, with the secret bu- 
ried in his bospm. But did you, dear 

». 

Duche^, m^rk his last words f 

" Yes ; but I thought they alluded 
to some attachment he paight have else- 
where." 
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An Ii quiry. 



'^ Oh ! why, then/* said Lady Made- 
lina, did he cast such a piteous look at 
me? Why did he ask «/owr forgiveness 
for not mastering his affections, and say^ 
his honour was still his own? *' 



The truth is. Lady Madelfna had dis- 
covered numerous little inadvertencies in 
Grosvcnor, which are easily perceptible 
to lynx-eyed love. She rejoiced in find- 
ing herself beloved; otherwise a rnind of 
her delicacy would never have encourag- 
ed the inclination she felt for him. 

The Duchess called a council of her 
elder children on this subject. She spok^ 
particularly with her eldest son, who was 
the firm and faithful friend of Grosvenor: 
they all certainly wished he had niofe 
fortune;. but they knew no one ii^ore 
worthy, nor one they would be more 
ready to embrace, and welcome^ as a 
brother. 



4i 
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An Embassy- 



Lord Edward Graham knew where 
Grosvenor was gone ; it was agreed that 
he should go and make him a visits and 
sound his inclinations* 

He proposed a young lady to him^ of 
large fortune, and who, it was thought^ 
had not beheld Grosvenor with indifibr^ 
ence ; Grosvenor coolly replied," No ; be 
had resolved on leading a single life.*^ 

" What/* said his Lordbhip, '' had 
you never any tender attachment ?" '^ Oh! 
yes/* sighed Grosvenor : '' but, as she 
is one I must never think on as a wife^ 
I am resolved never to marry at all/' 



'* And will you not tell me who she 
is ?'' said Lord Edward. 

'' You will pardon me> my Lord,'* re- 
plied Grosvenor ; '^ but I am resolved 
never to mention her name to any one/^ 



.^*-i 
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Succes of tiie Negotiation. 

^ You are a very resolute mau^ this, 
morning ; you arc resolved to live single ; 
and^ as you are also resolved never to 
?say whom you are in love with^ I think 
it is a very likely result: but I do 
really think you are in love with my sis* 
4er Madelina.'' 

*^ Do you think I would aspire P*—'' 
falteringly uttered Grosvenor; while 
his agitated voice^ and changing counte- 
nance^ soon discovered the secret* 

*^Ay/' said Lord Ed ward /'we find these 
things out better than either of you ; so 
come with me : I cannot be offended at 
yourjoving my sister; Madelina's a 

•charming girl ; and but come ; have 

your portmanteaus ready this afternoon ; 
you must come with me," Grosvenor 
"would fain have excused himself; little 
imagining the happiness that awaited 
him. 
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^' You must come," said Lord Ed- 
ward ; *' wc shall have a very large party 
next wedk, who are all your friends : we 
have a near relation going to be married^ 
and whose wedding is to be kept at 
our house. Do not yoa recollect the 
Duchess is now without any resident 
Chaplaiii ? and I suppose you do not mean 
to throw away the scarf she has given 
you ?" 

It required very little more p^E^rsuasion 
for Mr. Grosvenor to accompany bis 
noble JFriendto a family, where he yet 
found himself so beloved. Joininsr his 
hand with that of the blushing Lady 
Madelina, Lord Edward said, '' There, 
Duchess, dp not you think that it would 
be a great pity this lady and gentleman 
should livii single all their lives?"' 

The many soft scenes which followed 
are better passed over ; they are interest- 
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Their Happiness 



ihg only to loters: they are insipid vehen . 
related to a third p "rs^n, either from the 
tbhgtie or the pen; because neither can 
db tliem justice. 

Lady Madelina Graham and the Re- 
verend Edmund GrosveHor were soon 
r&ade happy iif each oth^r ; arid Lord 
Francis Graham^ her youttgest brother, 
gave her away to her enraptured and 
grateful husband. 
■ N6^r was an union more productive 
of lasting and uniform happiness ; Churcli- 
preferment, soon after, ertabled Grosve- 
nor to live easy, but not in splendour; he 
had married^ not only into a noble but 
into an opulent family, so that he was 
never likely to be poor ; but so niuch was 
requisite to be given towards making 
some figure in the world, that a plan 
of economy wa« necessary to be observed ; 
to this that amiable and best of women. 
Lady MadeHna Grosvenor, could accom- 
modate herself. She ever made a gen- 



4S LONDON CHARACT£R$« 

Conclusion. 

teel and fashionable appearance ; but her 
beneficent hearty delighting in doing 
good^ made her deprive herself of many 
of the elegancies of life^ to be what she 
had been> from her earliest youths the 
patroness of the poor. 

In a few years they found themselves 
the delighted parents of a numerous fa- 
mily; and^ in concurrence with his Made- 
lina's opinion^ whom on every occasion 
he consults^ they deemed it best to reside 
at his living in the country^ from the in- 
creased expence of living in London^ to 
support that figure in life their rank re- 
quired. 

There they have now resided sometime^ 
in elegant rural happiness — in true do* 
Hiestic comfort. Lady Madelina has 
lately lost her valued mother : a scarf 
soon becoming vacant in the Duke's es- 
tablishment^ Mr.Grosvenor w«asmade his 
chaplain. 
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ite has lately taken his degree as 
Doctor of Divinity ; a visionary mitre 
hangs over his bead ; hut he oftai quotes 
Sterne^ on that occasion, and says, ^' it 
mil not fit'' 



TOL. II. 



MORE SCANDAL, Ac. 



** Mobiliute vigety viresque acquirit eundo* V(R«. 



Well, mj sentimental sister/' said 
the Marquis of VValtham, yawning; " is 
not that a character after your own heart? 
For my part, I am as weary of reading 
as of writing it, it is so like a romance ; 
And yet every word is strictly true/' 

^' I have felt much interested,-' said 
the Duchess ; '^ not one syllahle have I 
lost:'* "And sincerely do I wish," said 
Lady Charlotte, " that these characters 
were not so rare." 

'^ But," said the Marquis, '^ scarce 
one amongst the little, world but what are 
-firmly persuaded that Grosvenor ran away 
with Lady Madeline ; and that, she be- 
ing a favourite daughter, the Duchess 
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Diilogae. 



of Daveutry was induced to- pardon this 
imprudent step.'* 

«' My dear Philip/' said the Duchess^ 
*^ vfhBt can possibly signify tfaeir opinion 
to people of fashion?" 

*' A great deal^ my dear Duchess ; the 
middling and lower classes of people make 
up the greatest part of the bulk of man- 
kind: they form^ as one may say^ the 
chief mass^ and from them originates^ in 
the first ihsiance/ all ihi news we heaj^ 
sometimes ttnet but mostly false : thus« 
whatever is done amiss by people in our 
situation is exaggerated ten-fold ; while 
among those who are possessed^ in any de- 
gree, of what Charlotte calls virtue, it is 
magnified and multiplied as it passes from 
tongue to tongue. 



99 



*^ What an encouragement to us," said 
tady Charlotte, ** to do always what is 
right !'! 
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Portrait of the French Count. 



Scarce had she finished the sentence^ 
^hen they were surprised hy the sudden 
anQOUQcenieAt and quick«foUowed en- 
trance of the Count de Pernonville^ the fa- 
Tourite emigrS. They were, indeed^ all 
rejoiced to see him ; so pliably devoted 
was he. to all their characters^ that no 
one seeing through the seliish deceit 
which actuated him^ (for in reality he de- 
spised them all)^ they every one liked the 
good-humoured Count. 

He was possessed of a fine person ; and 
his address was entirely divested of 
French grimace : be bad all that charm- 
ing politeness for which a well-bred, ijir ell- 
educated^ Frenchman is so remarkable : 
gay and playful with the lively ; he could 
display his scientific knowledge with the 
learned and grave. Lady Charlotte ad- 
mired him for his virtue and fortitude 
under misfortunes ; the Duchess^ for the 
zest he gave by his wit and well-pointed 
satire in fashionable anecdote j and the 

.d3 
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Newt from Town. 



Duke and his son found him that accom- 
modating and useful friend^ for a little ' 
p ecuniary reward, which they knew not, 
from his \i ell-planned stratagems, how to \ 
dispense with: and while he was most 
irequisitr,and most devoted tothem, they, 
tn fact, bad less friendship for him than 
he rest of the family. 

After suffering some elegant refresh- 
ment to be pressed upon him, before he 
accepted it, and to which, when accept- 
ed, he did ample credit, he took the 
Duchess's favourite pug»dog in his arms ;' 
and, after givi g it several fervent em- 
braces, said, '^ Pray, my dear Lady 
Duchess, what do you think the town 
and its environs now ring with ?" 

Old habits cannot easily be laid aside ; 
the Duchess's love of scandal returned with 
all its wonted energy.—- **^ Tell me,*' said 
iihe, eagerly, '' is there any thing new ? I 
declare I am moped to death in this stupid 
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French Compliments'. 



place; and I am, would ybu believe it ? * 
growing -al most as' romantic and as sentl* 
mental as my daughter ! '' 

The Count was a little puzzled ; tlie 
ladies were both present, %nd he wished' 
to pay his court to both : he knew the' 
Duchess always wished to make Lady 
Charlotte ' younger than she was, and 
her blooming and innocent appearance' 
made no one believe she could be three 
and twenty* 






My dear Lady Duchess/' said he, 
any one who sees you must know how 
very young your daughter is; and the 
romantic enthusiasm of virtue is pecu-' 
liarly interesting at her early years : but 
her Grace of Pyrmont unites to her 
knowledge of the world, that charming 
maturity of beauty, which entitles her to 
be as saucy as she pleHses : J^Test il 
pas vraif Ma belle Dame /*' continued 
he, with a laugh. '' The virtue of 
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PoUte Nonseose. 



Madame la Duchesne k seated deeply 
in her qiind ; but fafthi(Mi do€»« not per flak ^ 
it to be bleoded in her conversation/' 

*'Comc> tell us jour new8> Pernon- 
ville ;" said tlte Marquis^ ^' and don*t 
glre us. a speech aa long as « seroion/' 

'^ Mais,,mon cher Monaieur ie Mar^ 
quits '^ I speaki to the ladies ! I c«s^ 
neyer find my discourse too long^ ^hen 
addressed to them. But it ia currently 
reported,, that Lord Clayton^ who ha^? 
been so long constant to his fairourite 
^rt amiCj and who has by her a very- 
large family, has &llen in lo¥e wttiione* 
of his daughters/' 

*' Shocking V said the Duehesisy '' £ 
hope it is not true/' 

'^ I could TOirtupe to say/' said tine* 
Marquis, *' that it cminot be true. 
The Persians had a law,^ that, when % 
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An hnprobabk Story. 



man killed his 90b^ he was not to suffer 
deaths if the mother h^d .«v«r been frail) 
because it was impossible it could be his 
soA^ or he wouM not bare been so tin« 
natumL So I thinJc^ io lihis case, rt is 
Hot credible diat a fatfaep^ can feel any 
attachment of the kind 4o bis daughter> 
if she were really bis 'Own ; for nature 
ferbidft Mid revolts from such ^an idea. 

'' And I will te^ll you, «4iat I Akl heat a 
vague and ridiculous report about what 
you mentioned just ^M'ore I 'caine into 
the country; but it was so laughable;^ 
and 90 very outre, that, as fny scandalous 
chronicle never departs from truths I did 
not give it a place. Why, my goodf 
Count, Lord Clayton^s children are 
mostly boys: his t^Idest daughter is a 
child of about eight years old/* 

** C'csf possfUci*' said Ae Count ; 
^'hut^ from what I imderstand^ it »^on# 
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A M isunderttanding ezpUined. 

of the Miss Suttonis, the daughters his 
lady had by b. former protector/' 

'""That can be/' said the Marquis^ 
''and that is bad enough, but not quite 
so bad : and I must say^ that I recollect 
perfectly well> at that birth-day fSte that 
he last gaTe> his lordship was particularly 
attentive to one of the Miss Suttons^ and 
neyer quitted her scarce the whole time 
I was there: but what of that? The 
mother seemed highly gratified that he 
should so notice her daughters ; and, at 
I was just observing to the Duchess^ 
before you came in^ that every thing 
which people in an elevated rank say or 
do is so exaggerated^ that I suppose^ 
soon^ I shall not be able to look at my 
mother or sister^ without having it said 
I am ip love with them." 

** That' chevdure of your's, my Lady 
Duchess^ is superb/' said the Count: 
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A Hint on Mustachios. 

'' Pray do you mean io adopt the new 
Spanish fashion of wearing mustachios ?'' 

'^ What can you mean ? you strang# 
creature !'" said the Duchess. 

'^ Oh ! I assure your Grace^ two dash- 
ing Dowagers of your acquaintaujce mean 
to embellish their countenances^ with 
them : the Dowager Lady Cplverton^ 
really, as her's en train. 

'' But as I am not yet a dowager/* 
said the Duchess, '^ I do not mean to 
follow so ugly a fashion. You know 
how great an admirer I am of every thing 
that is done by the lovely Duchess of 
Mesborough ; but I never could bring my« 
jself to smoke a pipe with her/* '' And yet 
she was in the very attitude of smoking 
when the Duke first fell in love with her'; 
which gave rise to a number of low 
puns and idle /Reports }'* .Kaid the Mar« 
qiiis, ^' Not but what I am certain^ that^ 
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sasi 



On SmoUng « Pfpe. 

to get her dangliterB ^ell married^ ber 
Grace of Aftingford vrmiM teach ttem 
to do any thing. She knew the Duke of 
Mesborough loved his bottle and his pipe 
\vith it J and the knew^ also, that he- 
dreaded the taking a wife who might 
be a restraint on those dettcait pleasures.. 
The pretty Duchess, therefore^ we may 
knagine, learnt to smofte by v^ay of 
lelf^lefence/^ 

The conyersation began to flag: the^ 
Duchess grew wea^y, for the Count was 
by no lAeans brilliant ; the town was sa 
empty, that little scandal wa^ abroad ; 
and the Count'is visit vrai^ to the Marquis, 
for whom he had been carrying some- 
schemes into eflfed, about twenty miles 
off: after dinner the hapfyy opportunity 
offered of his speaking to the Marquis 
IB private. 

In the iJBoniing they hath set off td 
carry some ime-ittbfigQt icAe execatioft 
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CoBclttsion. 

agaiust an ionocent country girl; and^ 
perhaps^ to plant an ever-rankling thorn 
in the bosom of a carefi^ mother. 
Such> dort thou proudly imagine^ High 
Births are thy privileges ;. and such^. 
fashion and fortune^ are thy continual 
practices in this^ our nineteenth cea-- 
tury ! 
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** — Odori canum Tis.** Vi k« . 



ONB-evening that the Duchess was gone 
out to a concert at Lord Winterhurst's 
Yilla^ with Lady Charlotte^ the Commit- 
tee down-stairs resumed their critical 
operations ; Mrs. Blump in thechair. Haxi 
we an Hogarth* s or even a Smirke's pen- 
cil> we could give a good sketch of the 
housekeeper^ with her lace mob, her 
true India silk handkerchief thrown with 
care, and folded with art, on the im- 
mense promontory of her bosom, her 
long-sleeve-gown tuck'd up as it used 
to be the fashion fifteen years ago, from 
Cheapside eastward to the Minories, and 
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Portraits and Sketches. 

her purple jane-shoes peeping signifi* 
cantly. under the half-seen dimity-petti- 
coat^ and forcing on the sight of the 
company the instep brilliancy of a mock- 
diamond in the center of a rose-knot. 
Mr. Spr4i^e/ tr4ie to his aame, had on 
his red kerseymere waistcoat edged with 
brown fur, and sat by her with fold- 
ed arms, his left thigh thrown negli- 
gei^ly over the right that he m^bt 
more gracefiiHy bend on Mrs. Bkimp's 
side, when she chose to ^address him, 
which was -always -done in a «ort ef an he- 
sitating, srtammering kind of' a mode. 
The rest of the tea-party might also 
give a.n hiimorous imn to the 'descriptive 
power, but we shall hasten towards the re- 
citing of an anecdote not nnlikely to please ^ 
our readers ; it wa* given by Mr. Sprnce, 
who knew the parties welly asnd cotild 
swear to the truth of tire traufiactions. 

He began thus^ without any other -, 
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An Aueodote* 

preamble than slightly te«chiHg Mrs* 
Blump's left arm withthe baek of hisrigbt 
band. ^^ Let me tell yon a droll story. 
Mr. Ford^ the linen draper, of Mounts 
street, had for the partner of his life a very 
handsome young woman, whom he had 
married at Hereford, the couuty<»towa 
where he comes from. By her he had 
two children, but they were both gone, 
likely to their native place above, that is ta 
Heaven; for the dear cherubs had not lived 
long enough to imbibe the slighest drop 
of this world's wickedness. " "They died,'*^ 
said Mr. Dubois/' ^' as we call it, en has 
age,, I suppose ?*' '^ Very likely," said 
MnssBe^ty; and the ^ther maid, by an 
assenting nod, let them all perceive that 
she understoodMr. Dubois. ''His wife, a* 
I said before, wa^ y<^ung and handsome ; 
she had brought him property, and they 
might have livied very happy, but— -'*^ 

Jfefir*. A I suppose, or^. however, I am 



66 LONDON CHARACTERS* 

Dialogue 

bold to say^ that she was something of a 
coquette^ and he waxed jealous. 

Mr. Spruce. No. She acted alwajf 
with the utmost propriety^ and her hus- 
band was perfi^ctly satisfied on that 
head. 

4 

¥ • • • 

Settt/. Then she was a Methodist, 
or a Moravian^ or a Bapiist^ or a Papist^ 
or some such vile things that never think 
as other folks do^ and pretend to be 
exclusively right in their opinion* 

Mr. Dubois. Diable comme vous y 
allez ! (he would have sworn by some 
other words, but he never uttered a B. 
or an F. before the ladies. ) 

Mr. Spruce. No. You are all wrong 
in your surmises : she would have had 
all the good qualities desirable in a wife^ 
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A Wife at Home! 



had she not been in the >vhole extent and 
signification of the word — a Scold. 

Mr. Dubois. Man dieu ! I pity him. 

*Mrs. Blump. However, as^ people 
say, tbat*s better than worse ; well then. 

jyir. Dubois. Eh ! biea ! voyous done, 

Mr. Spruce. He bore it extremely 
well for a long time, till he found that 
he might pass an evenings after shutting 
up shop, more comfortalily at a Coffee- 
house than at home, where all questions 
were peremptorily settled by his wife, 
icithout a division. One evening as he 
was coming from his favourite place of 
rendez vous, he met, by mere chance in- 
deed, a well-dressed young woman, of 
an elegant figure, against whose elbow- 
he brushed inconsiderately. The com- 
motion threw her fan ofi* her hand into the 
mud, and be was picking it up with a 
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thousand ajyoAogies^ vfhea the nieoiij ia 
her ful]^ peeping from undef a eloud> 
darted the brilliancy of her silver rays 
oatbe Lady's face> and manifested beau- 
ties of an uncommon rate« The electric 
shock of Hghtnifig is not so sudden as 
theimpressioB it made upon Mr.Ford^ and 
the effect of it was an irresistible propen- 
jsity to follow the fair where she chose to 
lead binu A fine Newfoundland d^g 
used to accompany him wherever he went; 
andj therefore, faithful to his master^ he 
trod upon their stc^s till they arxived at 
a g4K>d»Ioolung house at the comer of a 
squaie. The bell was rung by the lady ; 
a well dressed footman opened the door ; 
but expecting no fees friim the quadru-' 
ped, tdd£ care net to let him in. A room 
ele^ntly, furnished, with an ottomane 
placed opposite to the chimney-piece, re* 
ceivedthe well^pleased Tisitdrs^ who took 
a light coUatioii^ and in their chat forgot 
the hour. It was then between two and 
three in the morning. Tir6d> and well 



« . • 



<. . . 



I ' »- 



' \' 



A 



\ ... 



' ? S-. • 



? • * 



■ » « 



« » 



'». 



• I • 



fl 



i 



* <■ : 



f ' 



'i 



^ /'/ * i . ' ' i.^ \ k '. 



I • k 



I « 









' ^ t 



I 



•: *:.. 



« 1 - " ' ' • .» 



* . ft* 



M^ Tcrd Aiai a. Dog" (OTi* jiiff Dog" iw«* fc *iZ?«r 
his Jtaster ifhere eyer A» went . 



TCBB7 BIXi^yElU OJP CRITICISM. 69 



ADitcovery* 

I — 



he rai^t^ with wakings scraping, gap- 
ing^ and hpwiiog CHider the portico, the 
dog thought b€»t to go> home ; and amy-* 
ing there, threw by his appearance the 
whole £»Kiily in a fret, and Mrs. Ford 
in vioknt hysterics. ''What is the mat- 
ter?^' says one^ '^ Master is. iii«ird«red^ 
scire enougbj*' saysaaolher; *^ and^Simcho 
comes) tO' tell us/' ^' Ahi" said the shop* 
man, '' let nie:gO)wiih thedog, FH bet 
you any thing he wilt lead roe straight 
where loaater is.'' Ui^ortwiate' thought ! 
however, he sets ofl; and the dog leads 
the way: what was his surprise, when 
aftec foU^^wiog his toofatthfal guide, he 
found himself at tihe door of a certain 
house of bad fame, not quite unknown 
to him. His hand was lifting up the 
knocker, when the* door,, aa if spontane- 
ously, openedi <iaid his mast^* half naked 
and abashed stood before his eyes. A 
great reward was offeredj by the way^ to 
the shopman to cook up a story to satisfy 
Mrsk Fofdi^and the matter was hushed, till 
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Mr. Ford suspecting that this young ser* 
vant of his bad hinted the truth to his 
yvife, he turned him out of doors." 

The Duchess's chariot made arumbling 
noise in the neighbourhood^ the Com-- 
mittee dissolved^ and^ since what reflect 
tions and judgment were past upon the 
transactions did not come over to our 
knowledge^ the reader will forgive us if 
we say no more upon the subject. How- 
ever^ soon after this/ a ballad was com- 
posed by some wag of the district^ and 
sung all over the town by the street- 
warblers of the night. It was to the 
tune of ^^ Down derry down^" and began 
thus : 



'< Mr. Ford had a dog, and the dog used to follow 

*' His master wherever he went ; 
*' And safe bring him home^ when by chance he got 
mellow, 

/* And be praised for his wonderftxl scent 



€^ 



Deny down, down, down, deny dowa* 
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^' One Dight as the master and dog went a roving, 
^ And the moon shone full brigbt on their back -, 

*' The master's sharp elbow, too hastUy moving, 
*^ To a lass that went by gave a thwack. 

'< Deny downy down, down, deity down*'* 

The rest of tliismost interesting ballad 
will be found in the Long^Iaue and Grub- 
street repertory of popular songs. 
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** Uc amcris, amabilis csto." O r i »» 

/ 



T^uis fortunate Lady was^ as well as her 
two sisters^ formerly engaged in a very 
public walk of life; namely, that of the 
theatrical profession : they had the happi- 
ness to be possessed of one of the worthiest 
and most 4^areful of fathers^ by whose 
fond paternal care, they were vigilantly 
pxotectedj while they followed that dan- 
gerous occupation, for females so young 
•»nd beautiful as they were. Never did 
he permit their detention in that school 
of gaming and dissipation, the green- 
room, but diligently apd unremittingly 
waited till the performance was over, 
ilielteriDg them under his fond, parental 
wing^ till he lodged them safe at home. 
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Portrait of Cecilia. 



Calumny^ cnvy^ detractioi^ all their 
sister fiends^ could never^ with their 
united force^ raise one injurious report 
against the virtue^ modesty^ and truly 
correct conduct of the Miss Daltons. 

Cecilia^ the present Lady Ravensburgh, 
was by no means equal to her sisters 
in theatrical talents : they were eminent 
in their profession; but Cecilia had no- 
thing but the beauty of her person to 
recommend her; and that was sufficient 
in the eyes of the very gallant manager 
of one of the two principal theatres. 

A want of animation, little idea of the 
part assigned her, and a small portion of 
a provincial accent, which, though agree- 
able and, perhaps, fascinating in itself in 
private company, will not suit the nice 
ears of a London audience, seemed iuse* 
parable bars to her rising to any degree 
of eminence in her profession ; yet. 
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Continued. 

though she could not interest as a first- 
rate actresss, her youth, her modesty, and 
the loveliness of her face and figure, never 
failed of exciting admiration : and though 
they were sorry to see those parts as- 
signed her, from the partiality of the 
Manager, to \yhich a Siddoks or a Smith 
alone can do justice, yet they gave her' 
their plaudits, because they saw that 
she, unaflfectedly, did her best : that she 
looked, at least, what Juliet, what Bel* 
videre, and Monimia must have been, 

V 

" Sweet to the sense, and lovely to the eye." 

Lord Ravensburgh inherited from his 
sensible mother a large share of her li- 
berality of mind j he well knew, that no 
stigma, no meanness, attached itself to the 
birth of the beauteous Cecilia, but that 
her ancestors were really gentlemen ; and 
by raising her to the dignity of a coronet, 
he should reflect honour on his own 
conduct, and ensure to himself the gra- 
titude and aflfection of a woman, whom 
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•' What arc these 
So withered, and so wild in their attire. 
That look not like the inhabitants of the earth/' 

Ha C BETH. 

Xuis Gentleman is but a young man> 
though he has long had a seat in the 
senate. . He is well known for the great 
eminence of his literary talents, though 
they are of a very eccentric kind. 

It is credibly asserted, and believed by 

many, that when he was a child^ an old 

woman, who was'a great favourite in the 

family, in whi(^h she had lived as anurse^ 

used to be asibnd of relating to him^ as 

he was fond of listening to them, various 

terrific stories of ghosts, witches, and all 

the frightful train of hobgoblins that she 

could conjure up from the old musty 

stores of her memory, and which had 

been told to her when she herself was a 

child. 

£ 4 



60 LOMDOK characters; 



'■ ■ ■ ■ i»* : 



A Romancer and Necromancer. 



At he grew oldcr^ he soon evinced a 
yery studious turn of mind; but all the 
leisure hours he could find he devoted 
to the perusal of old popish legends^ the 
defence of the existence of M^itchcraft^ 
the science of magic^ tiie corporeal ap-^ 
pearance of the devils and such like 
works. 

The happy turn of elegance which was, 
however, seated innately in his mind, hisr 
chaining ear for a peculiar, harmonious, 
though irregular, species of poetry, evm- 
ced themselves in some sweet ballads^ 
which, though they all breathed super- 
natural agency, yet charmed, interested, 
and allured every one wbo had any taste, 
in spite of their better reason, to be de- 
Jiigbted with them. 

He has written many volumes ; and 
volumes which evince the deep science of 
the writer; which contain bold, forcible, 
and elegant language; but which are 
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never free froiti ghosts^ magical incanta- 
tions^ £(nd a long train of horrors. Crimes 
of the most enormous dye, bleeding spec- 
tres^ and demons M^ith terrific claws^ shock 
the imagination;, but almost incline the 
readejrto believe in demoniack fascination^ 
by the witchery of Mr.Moncton's works, 
which impels them to read on. because 
he continues, by his charming language, 
by the sweet poetry he mingles, and by 
the peculiar interest of the story, to ren- 
der it impossible for the most morose stoic 
to close the book, and say, '' 1 am tired of 
such improbable nonsense, I will read no 
farther;*' no, we feel rather inclined to 
believe in magic, and are obliged to 
confess, that she draws her irresistible 
circle with Monckton's pen round the 
inchanted readers ! 

In his theatrical writings he has not 
been very successful ; for this taste pre- 
vailing through all his works, it is not 

s5 
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adapted to the veluti in speculum, which 
should always be kept in \iewj as much 
as possible^ on the stage. In those pieces 
which have succeeded of this incompar- 
able author's^ except in a Venetian story^ 
we own we have been disappointed: a 
mother's bosom continually pouring a 
stream of blood creates an horror inde« 
scribable^ and an uncle being the murder* 
er of his brother, and wadingthrougR every 
sanguinary crime, which nature shudders 
at, for the possessionof his niece, shocksthe 
mind, and throws a terrifit^ gloom over 
the piece, ill calculated to please a British 
audience. 

Every one has his peculiar forte ; if 
this legendary style is really Mr. Monck- 
ton's, he does not bury his talent; for it 
increases ten-fold with every new work 
he publishes. 

He can be gay and cheerful in private 
life ; why throw such horror into his 
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writings ? He has even ridiculed and pa- 
rodied some of his ghostly skeleton scenes 
himself, which shews him to be pos- 
sessed of sterling irony, and original wit : 
we think, if he would compose a bur- 
lesqpe novel on the existence of appa- 
ritions and art magic, it would. afford 
that infinite pleasure to the reader, which 
his works, when even undivested pf all 
that fear-creating trash, cannot yet fail 
to give. 

One of his most popular works has cha- 
racterized him with a ludicrous sobriquet, 
by -which he is universally known; every 
one speaks of him by it; and a bookseller, 
with aserious face, recommends the work 
to his customer's perusal, by giving the 
.^swithor that appellation, which he gained 
from depicting the crimes and priestly 
pride of a popish recluse. 

His private character is truly amiable; 
and as free from blame as erring mortality 
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is capable of being : indeed^ instances have 
occurred^ "which serve to shew that his 
virtue^ according to the system of morals 
adopted in this age> is as romantic as his 
ideas^ though not so visionary : several 
might be adduced ; wc will beg leave to 
quote oneonly^ which suflficiently proves 
.the grandeur and disinterestedness of hi» 
mind* 

The widow of a Colonel in the army 
had written some poems and works of fic^ 
tion^ which were approved by the public^ 
and which shewed the tasteaud feeling of 
the writer. An encourager of literature^ 
•and possessed of all that true liberality 
of sentiment^ which does not wish^ with 
masculine selfishness^ to reserve and mo« 
nopolize all the pride of learning to the 
male species alone^ he earnestly wished 
to serve the lady, whose vrritings had 
pleased him, but to whose person, only 
as^far as related to what he had heard of 
it, he was an utter stranger. He heard 
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she had a son^ and he knew how expense 
ive is the education of boys to a mother 
who bad but a limited income^ and to 
which what she might add bj the exer- 
tions of her talents was very precarious 
and fluctuating; he^ therefore^ took the 
charge and sole expence of her boy's 
education upon himself; and gave her to 
understand^ through the medium of a 
friend^ that he meant that education 
should be of the most liberal kind. 

The mother of course was impatient to 
testify her gratitude; and wrote to her bc- 
Tiefactor, whom she had never yet seen, to 
permit her, personally, toexpress to him the 
sense she felt of his beneficence. He an- 
swered her letter in the most respectful 
terms; in which he told her, that here- 
quired no thanks for what had afforded 
such infinite satisfaction to his own mind, 
but begged leave to remark, that her fine 
person and his own youth might subject 
her to the idle and malevoleHt slanders of 



86 LONDON CHARACTERS. 



Reflections. 



the world : he^ therefore^ requested to de- 
cline an interview. Say^ ye libertines of 
fashion^ if ever generosity and benevo- 
lence were the inmates of your bosom^ 
*' to cover your multitude of sins," say, 
would ye have acted thus ? No ! perhaps, 
the fine person. of the widow might ra- 
ther have been the chief motive which 
actuated such as you to patronize her son! 

Mr. Monckton has generally in his 
writings, and always in his actions^ mo- 
rality in view ; he chiefly paints the ra- 
pid gradation of vice in the human mind, 
and how its first approaches oughts conse- 
quently, to be avoided ; but he too often 
makes virtue sufier : and though his vi- 
cious characters are awfully punished in 
the end, yet through them the virtuous 
experience the most dreadful and bitter 
calamities. 

The human mind early receives those 
impressions, which mark either the ac - 
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tions^ the thoughts, or the writing^, 
when it arrives to maturity j we do not 
positively assert as a fact, what we have 
heard^ of Mr. Mouckton taking his early 
bent from the superstitious tales of an ofd 
nurse, but it is more than probable that 
such report has its foundation in veracity. 

The impulse he has received and taken 
is not a guilty nor destructive one, but 
it has in it a species of absurdity ; and 
had he not the advantage of uncommon 
fine intellects, and finished education, 
what he imbibed in his infancy might 
have rendered him ridiculous, weak- 
minded, and the contiotual victim of blind 
superstition. We are naturally too much 
inclined to believe whatever is mysteri- 
ous or supernatural; and this observation, 
which we heard often from the mouth of 
one of the highest characters this nation 
possesses, in this ^moment is but too true, 
that is, '^ let a man invent a story, ap- 
pose it as ridiculous as possible^ isus inccfi- 
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dible aft ridiculous^ if^ bj vr^j of amuse- 
meqt, or through any wish of quizzing 
bis friend, he relates it, and hawks it 
about, and often in compan}', the proba- 
ble, naturaI,unavoidable consequence will 
be, that hs, at last, will believe it 
himself/' 
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** Grand Dieu ! qae le oaur d'une ntre 
Est un bel ouvrage du tiea ! BzKQiJflt/ 



is the human bosom alive to pity for 
suffering virtue, deeply injured conjugal 
fidelity, and maternal love ? and is it ever 
IVarmed with honest indignation against 
triumphant vice, or against the cruelty of 
the sex styled superior and protecting ? 
Then let sweet compassion drop the soft- 
est though most copious of her tears on 
the fate of the late Lady Laureston; and 
may contempt and bitterest disgust spurn 
her cruel husband, and she who now 
disgraces her title, and fills that place, 
from whence her predecessor was prema^- 
turely and for ever driven ! 

The late Lady Laureston was, we believe, 
but little indebted to rank or fortune be- 
fore her marriage with her unworthy 
Lord; but she was richly endowed with 
beauty, amiability, and many rare ac- 
complishments. O man ! what art thou 
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made of? inconstancy is^ surely^ <he 
most prevalent ingredient in thy compo- 
sition: for^ in the first instance^ Lord 
Laureston must have loved his first lady^ 
to wed her with what are called by 
wealth and title such great disadv^uta- 
ges as the want of them : but^ perhaps^ 
it was only the momentary spark of pas- 
sion^ miscalled love^ which kindles into 
that temporary fiame^ confining itself to 
personal charms alone^ and is soon extin" 
guished. 

The conduct of his Lordship tooplain- 
ly shews, that her mental endowments 
could not fix his fickle heart; for soon 
after she had presented him with an heir 
to his title and estates, she experienced 
from him a series of infidelities, barbarity, 
and every species of cruelty. 

There are women, we are sorry to say, 
and women too belonging to illustrious 
families^ who disgrace their noble pedi- 
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She 18 superseded by a Mistress. 



gree^ as well as their sex ; and scruple ^ 
' not to indulge themselves in the most 
licentious freedoms. 

One of this daring and indelicate cast 
was a Miss Carisbroke ; who^ dashing 
through forms^ and setting every public 
opinion at defiance^ openly encouraged 
. the addresses of Lord Laureston; and^ in* 
deed^ they shewed themselves congenial 
souls in depravitj^ 



Decorum^ the least remaining atom of 
female modesty, the censure of the world, 
were all disregarded and trampled under 
foot, or rather all swallowed up in the 
Tortex of a criminal passion; and Miss 
Carisbroke actually took up her residence 
in the house of her lover. Lord Laures- 
ton. His mild tempered, his sweetly 
modest, but heart-broken lady, doted on 
her child, on that sweet innocent, yet 
untainted with the vices of fashionable 
life. 
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She is obliged to quit the House. 

A iKToman^ ifvhose mind Was the seat of 
refined delicacy and gentleness^ after the 
cruel outrage she had received, could not 
be supposed to love an husband so de- 
praved^ so abandoned^ any longer. The 
full tide of affection^ then^ in a warm 
and tender hearty naturally flowed in all 
its force towards her darling infant : and 
for his sake she thought she could en- 
dure anyafHiction. Sbe^ therefore^ let her 
grief silently feed^ with corroding toothy 
on her susceptible and deeply wounded 
heart ; and though her anguish hourly 
increased^ she would not quit the mansion 
of her Lord, for^ if she did^ she must 
then quit her child. 

But gross sensuality could not bear 
in its presence^ nor even under the same 
roof» the personification of delicacy, nor 
that beauty which takes her seat chiefly 
in the mind } and Lady Laureston found 
herself compelled by him who was deno-- 
minated^ and who ought to have been^ 
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her natural protector^ to quit his house 
for ever! In Tain she implored^ most 
piteously implored^ be would grant her 
her child ; he was deaf to all her plead- 
i^gs^ ail her supplications; and she was 
thus not only bereft of an honourable 
bome^ which she had adorned by her vir- 
tues^ but she was cruelly torn from all 
that now rendered that home supportable 
to her^ from that helpless and yet guilt- 
less creature in whom all the afFection» 
of h^ soul were centered. 

H^ spirit might still bo said to re- 
main in that nursery, where she had past 
the greatest portion of her tiuie^ when 
the otber apartments of her house had 
become hateful to her, from the depraved 
conduct of those who reined and revel- 
ed there in all the insolence of the most 
audacious and open licentiousness. 

After she was driven^from this polluted, 
this once noble mansion^ her fragile form 
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Jit times hovered round it ; anxiously 
casting a searching eye^ that it might 
catch a transient glance of her boy ! 
Fixed on the T^indows of childhood's in- 
nocent abode^ she cast not a look or a 
thought downwards on the splendid vic« 
which occupied the truly inferior apart* 
ments« 

Gentle, delicate, timid, easily checked, 
when self only was in question, she bow- 
ed, submissively, to any evil that Provid- 
ence might chuse to inflict on her ; but 
that she might behold her beloved son, 
and press him to her fond maternal bo- 
som, she persevered with that unremit- 
ting courage which nature gives to the 
most fearful living creatures, when she 
warms their breasts with love for their 
oflspring. Strong were the in treaties of 
the unhappy Lady Laureston, and fre- 
quently did shfe repeat them, that she 
might only be allowed the felicity of see- 
ing her child ! Her stern and unrelent- 
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An unnatural Child. 

ing husband strenuously forbad it; and 
not only refused this natural request^ but, 
with the partner of his guilt> added the 
most contemptuous insults to the cruel 
deniaL 

What are we to suppose could be the 
education of the son of such a father ? 
it is a painful task jto depict such a cha- 
racter as Lord Laureston^ yet such there 
are, and sujch are permitted to live in 
affluent vice, while suffering virtue be- 
comes their victim* 

Early pr^udiced by Lord Laureston, 
and his infamous coadjutor^ against his 
inestimable mother, the vouth, on his 
quitting thf nursery, imbibed the seeds 
of hatred and malevolence towards the suf- 
feringauthor of his,being. Thisvery child, 
for whom she had endured so much, for 
whose sake she had braved insult, oppres- 
sion, nay, had even courted them to obtain 
an interview with him, though but for 
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a few momeatt ; though eyen only to be^ 
hold him ; ye%, the hand trembles as it 
writes it, this very child in all the warai 
sensibility of youthful nature^ just ripen- 
ing into manhood^ was guilty of an ac- 
tion^ which if even practised against an 
indifferent person of the opposite sex^ is 
a disgrace to the name of man ! But« 
orged by bis unnatural father, he actually 
aimed a blow at his angelic, his un» 
happy. Mother ! 

The blow, the more than brutal blow^ 
did not really fall on her hallowed per- 
son ; but, alas ! all its force fell on her 
irreparably wounded heart ! 

Bleeding already '^ at every agonized 
pore/' the fatal work was finished ! The 
only remaining string that attached it to 
life was severed and snapped asunder 
by him to whom she gave life and being, 
and for whom she would willingly, at 
any time, have given her own ! 
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Such a. crime ag this son was guilty of 
seems to admit neither of palliation nor 
excuse ; but candour should ever guide 
the pen devoted to the cause of truths 
the mind of youth is prone to every im- 
pression which education may give to it: 
the heir of Laureston never knew the 
good qualities of his virtuous aifd lovely 
mother ; on the contrary, he was never 
permitted to see her, and was early taught 
to dislike her ; his tutors were vile as 
his tuition. 

He was never taught the principles of 
virtue^ either by example or precept ; nor 
was he ever shewn the amiability of na- 
tural affection. What he will be, in 
future, we cannot prophecy ; but we^hope 
some portion of the suffering angel, his 
mother, is blended in bis composition, 
which will render him not altogether 
unworthy the high station he will one 
day fill. 

YOt, II. F. 
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• Shortly after the death of his amiable 
viife. Lord Laureston united himself io 
marriage to his kindred soul. Ancient 
undisputed titlej raak^ and riches^ are 
sufficient in these easy times to ensure not 
only a passport, but an hearty welcome, in 
splendid and fashionable societies i nay, 
even the strictly chaste and correct are 
sometimes found in the present Lady Lau- 
reston's company ; but we presume, they 
are oot thoroughly acquainted with her 
former reprehensible conduct, uor know, 
in its full extent, the history of her whose 
place she now unworthily fills, and whom 
she so deeply and cruelly injured. 



MRS. BUFF, 
^ ST. JAMES'S PARK. 



^* CHr«4eves loquuntur, ingcntes stupcnt.** Sknbca. 



IJn a beautiful summer evening^ when 
blazing bis adieu to the metropoli&;» the 
jSUD ia a purple ocean of light was aink- 
ipg gradually behind the well group- 
ed trees of Kensiogtourgarden» aud the 
milk-white heifers of Green-park were 
lowing at the rail-gate, Mrs. Buff sat 
herself down on a bench » and cried »-<*- 
Alas ! poor dear mother ! Surely dhe 
lias lost that beautiful angel^ her little 
<laughter^ who was the pet of every one 
who frequented the house. — No, the girl 
is well and bids fair to continue so«— -Well 
then ! her husband is less kind to her^ 
and her warm and faithful heart cannot 
bear those unexpected signs of coldness*— 
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No ; unioDy sjropathy, love^ are still the 
inmatespf their conjugal roof» and she has 
no reason to complain. — I conclude^ there- 
fore, that their fortune by some unforeseen 
accident is considerably decreased ; and, 
perhaps, she is afraid of reading soon her 
husband's name in the Gazette. — No ! 
* indeed, their trade is as flourishing as 
ever, and there is on that head no occa^ 
sion for fear or anxiety — Oh ! I know, 
now. She has lost a near relation, and the 
immense legacies she is entitled to, are not, 
to a mind so liberal, to a heart so tender, 
any compensation for the loss of a friend* 
—No, no ! Mrs. Buff was invited to a 
ball this evening, and the Milliner has 
disappointed her. That is all. 
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*' Virtus est vUiumfugtre, et tapienUa prima 
StulHtiA caruisse" ' Horat. 

" Tis the fi«t virtue vices to abhor^ 

And the first wisdom lo be fool no more." Popx. 



jTue Marquis of Waltham returned not 
to enliyen the solitude of his mother 
so soon as she expected him from his 
amorous pursuit; where, we are sorry 
to sajj he fatally succeeded* Lady Char- 
lotte, the interesting and amiable Char- 
lotte alone^ remained for the period he was 
absent ; and endeavoured^ by every means 
in her power^ to lighten the sometimes 
sad and cheerless moments of her parent ; 
she even threw a kind of gay levity into 
ber discourse and manner^ the better to 
please her ; but, though higly sensible 
of the motive which actuated her^ the 
Duchess perceived it was not natural to 

f3 
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her^ and liked her better in her real cha- 
racter. 

When once the mind gives this ap- 
plause to virtue, it imperceptibly becomes 
^better: the Duchess found, though late, 
the charms of it. She could now no 
longer behold the lustre or the fashion of 
her brilliants, nor the new form of a.bon- 
net or turban, which had formerly been 
shewn to no one till her Xjrace of Pyr- 
mont had first seen it ; these vanities had 
passed by, never to return ; and the gra- 
tification of being dressed, solely to be 
admired and copied by others^ began 
every day to lose its charms. 

Slie had received a pblite and finished 
education, and though her mind was 
weak, lier head was by no means so ; she 
reflected in how few years time flattery 
could no longer be dealt out to her, with- 
out the appearance of the most insolent 
quizzing. She, therefore^ found herself 
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It increases daily. 

In the last month of her seclusion; in pos- 
session of a quiet species of content^ al- 
most bordering on regret^ that it would 
be so soon over ! She loved her Charlotte, 
now, with the most sincere affection ; 
and she began to find pleasure in the 
sweet emotions of maternal tenderness. 
The Duchess of Pyrmont had been prbud^ 
vain, to a degree of fiilly ; pleased with 
the outward adulation of different meri^ 
she set a much higher value on their 
flatteries, than on the regard of her bus- 
band ; but she had never been criminal ; 
her pride, her high rank, and her visible 
age had kept her, notwithstanding her 
beauty, from solicitations of an amor- 
ous nature ; this world, its pleasures, and 
all its most costly exp^nsiveness had ever 
been her supreme, indeed, her only, de- 
light ; now, her satirical disposition could 
no longer criticise a rival* heauij's dress 
and ornaments ; no more could she see the 
needy, handsome ncblieman purposely 
pointing his eyes in seeming adoration on 

F 4 
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The Advuitagfs of Muiie. 



her faded charms ; the splendid spectacle 
of the Opera hoxes, aod the glittering 
birth-day drawing-room were shut out 
for ever ! She might be told^ that she 
was the best and most tastefully attired 
lady there ; she might be deceived. The 
rouge could not possibly be so delicately 
shaded on her cheeky as she herself had 
been used to dispose it ; her chevelure 
might be placed awry ; the malicioos 
might laugh at it^ and how could she 
remedy the cause of their ridicule ? 

She found she must endeavour to search 
for some pleasures of the mind, where 
the eye seeks not the gratification of splen* 
dour and show : firsts she diligently ap«- 
plied herself to her music ; it proved to 
her a source of never-failing comfort; and 
she always played well^ but now better 
than ever ; her ear became more sensibly 
alive to the nice and correct magic of 
sounds^ and the heaven-created science 
harmonized her mind : yet she could not 
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entirely forget, that once, when seated 
at her harp, the star aud ribbon-decked 
flatterers have styled her a Cecilia and a 
Muse ; she sometimes fancied too, that 
as she played so much better than she 
did at that time, she Mould, as blind, be 
now more interesting : but these were only 
the remaining dying sparks of vanity, 
which yet did not kindle into the flame, 
that could consume the solid virtue which 
was gaining strength each day in her 
mind ; and which, like the metal, gold, 
mocks all the efforts of destroying fire. 

*' Charlotte, my love," said she, ooc 
evening, '^ read to me some of those 
sweet verses you found last week among 
the extracts you had collected : I mean 
to desire Kelly, my favourite composer, 
to set a few stanzas of them to music/' 
Lady Charlotte complied with the re- 
quest of her mother ; and some of those 
verses, though they may have been seen 
before by the public eye, we cannot for- 
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bear giving them a place here ; as many 
of our readers may not have perused 
them : to every reader they must be ac* 
ceptable and pleasing ; as they mark^ so 
VftW, the delicacy and feeling of the noble 
writer. The lines specified by inverted' 
commas are those the Duchess of Pyr- 
mont gave orders to beset to music. 

The Appeal (ffa deserted W\fe to her 

Husband. 

** Ah ! good my Lord, what is the dire pretence^ 
*' That draws your high displeasure on my head ^ 

'« WitneM this heart, unconsdaus c^ ofiencej 
'^ Wit&ess the bkmdess lile 1 still have led^ 

A mother'slove, a father's shelt'ring dome. 
My friends, my country, I for thee resigned. T 

In Albioa bop'd to find another homie. 
Nor mias those social ji^s I kft behiiuL 

My fond heart whisper'd, as I crossM the icaiiv 
Go, happy female, whom the Fates appiu)ve> 

Go, HI ^ tender hu^and's bosom itd^. 
And teste the nptuties of hii ««]fiityy*s lore ! 
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" Since first we met, 1 watch'd your ev*ry locA, 

*' My dearest hopes^ yofur heart's fond love to share; 
** Each wish^ each motion^ from your eye I took, 
s *' Liv'd on your smiles^ and griev'd in all your care* 

I challenge all the spite of slandVous tongues ; 

Why cast me off? — What is the cruel plea ? 
Ah ! Heav'n forgive the cause of all my wrongSi 

The ar tAil falr> that steals your heart from me ! 

If aught you heed the voice of future time. 

Say, will it shew the brave, the maoly part, ' 

To wound that breast/ whose weakness is its ^rimei 
And urge your triumph o'er a broken heart ? 

I to a gen*rous public leave my cause ; 

Be mine the task, and suffer and to die ! 
Be your*8 the worthless minion's vain applause^ 

Too dearly purchai'd by reflection's sigh, 

'«' AJas I you heed me not, you shun my sight ! 

'^ Vain are my plaints, no more this face can charm ! 
'* Yet once my soft endearments could delight> 

•' Yet on my lips your vows of faith are warm !" 

f By that true faith you at the altar swore, 
*' By all the mem'ry of endearments past, 

'' Yet ONE APPBAL ren)ains ! — one trial more,— 
'' And trust me, that appeal shall be my last I 
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" Look on that smiling babe, first pledge of lorei 
*' Her bosom has not learnt, like mine, to bleed ; 

'' Yet more her helpless innocence may move, 
** Her speechless eloquence maj better plead/* 

C e. 

After the Duchess had heard the above 
linea^ with an emotion of virtuous tender- 
ness for the suffering writer^ and a regret^ 
not unaccompanied with indignation, 
that one really alive to feminine merit- 
should be yet blind to such intrinsic 
worthj she asked her daughter if she had 
any thing new to read to her ! '^ Nothing 
vertf new," replied Lady Charlotte, "but 
amongst other papers, I found some 
sketches of characters penned by Philip ; 
which, if you please, I will now give your 
Grace :" and she did, nearly in the fol- 
lowing manner. 



AUGUSTUS RYMINGTON, ESQ. 



** Dau Teniam corvit yexat censvra coIamlnM.'^ 



Xo dispel the mists of prejudice ; to re^ 
scuethebuman character from undeserved 
calumny, and destroy^ if possible^ the 
Tenal froth of partial and fulsome adula- 
tion^ have been the chief motives which 
have actuated the writers of these pages^ 

Such laudable reasons make us step 
forward to mitigate the odium cast upon 
the principles of Mr. Rymington^ from 
the unmerited and cruel reproaches which 
thepartizans of the debauched Lord Lin* 
wood have so unmercifully heaped upon 
him. 

To deviate a little from the present 
object of this biographical sketchy wo 
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Portrmit of Lord Linwood. 



beg leave to remark^ en passant, that 
Lord Liuwood M9iSL% repellaut in his per- 
son, depraved in his mind^ and by no 
means tolerable in his manners^ nor in bis 
eutward deportment, when the lovely 
Miss Northwood M^as sacrificed bj pa- 
rental avarice to him, just after he had 
attained the age o£ fift7» she that of nine* 
teen*. 

She became elevatied in rank ; but there 
IB yet a more dangerous eminence for a 
female to have gained an ascendency to, 
often dangerous both in its causea and 
effects ; from its stupendous height^ the 
fall from it becomes not only doubly der 
structive,. but the debased victim finds 
BO helping or pitying hand to afiord the 
smallest comfort or assistance^ when 
£atally precipitated from the exalted 
summit. 

To drop all metaphorical expressions, 
we ^mean that overgrown pride, which is 
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baneful ia its effects^ because it teaches 
the destified victim of a wealthy, but ill- 
assorted unioi)^ blindly to bow to any d«« 
cree inflicted by parental authority ; and 
to bend to it^ without any painful acqui-^ 
escencc^ but to let filial duty swallow uy 
every particle of regret* 

Such was Miss Northwood when she- 
became the apparently happy bride of 
Lord Linwood^ and such she loftg con- 
tinued the pride of her sex, while hisLord-^ 
ship was the envy of his own. 

A series of libertinism had^ more that^ 
his ydars, reduced Lord Linwood to vtAy 
the shadow of what* he had been ; Lady» 
Linwood p roved, h^welf to him a tender^ 
an excellent, and unremittingly attentive 
nurse ; and, to perform thi* office to 
worn-out and yet continued depravity^ 
seemed to be the inevitable doom of 
Lady Linwood* 
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Mistaken Opinion of the Public. 

Fatally^ for her future peace^ and the 
tarnishing of her hitherto immaculate 
fame, but happily for the replenishing of 
his Lordship'H coffersj he renewed an ac- 
quaintance^ when abroad, with a gentle- 
man^ between whom and Lord Lin wood 
there had lou^ before existed an intimacy : 
this gentleman was Mr. Rymington* 

Mr. Rymington ha» been brsmded with 
the character of being a raan> whose 
chief aim is the seduction of the female 
mind and person ; and that^ to pursue 
this his favourite system^ is his sole de- 
light : the resuh of his conduct^ on a late 
occasion, shews^ the aiccusatioa to be 
groundless^ and the invectives- of his ene- 
mies bitter and malicious. Though he 
deviated, in a very glaring instance, from 
the path of rectitude— -and who is blame- 
less? he has acted like a man of true 
honour in the conclusion ; and has made 
every reparation in his power. He was 
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'Women should not judge too severely of their own Sex« 
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notj as has been suspected^ (he cherished 
guardian placed by an adoring husband 
over a frail wife's honour ; but particular 
circumstances^ and those of a nature to 
befriend her Lord^ brought them fre« 
quently into each other's society ; when 
his Lordship's situation^ at that time^ ren« 
dered it iniposdible he could be present, 
and the visits of Mr. Rymington to his 
Lady were those which were the neces- 
sary result of friendly exertions to draw 
Lord Linwood out of his predicament. 

Mr. Rymington has been falsely acc*us« 
ed of pointing out to Lady Linwood^ how 
grossly she was injured, and how shame- 
fully neglected by her Lord : we believe 
the severe convincing proofs she expe« 
rienced needed not the aid of any friend 
to point them out to her ! nor was the 
polite and graceful Mr. Rymington the 
man to advice her " to take her revenge/* 
as some hireling scribblers have affirmed* 
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How bewitching is the Smile of a sensible Man. 

The virtuous^ well-protected, aud well- 
used wife, should imagine herself placed 
in the situation of a young tender-hearted 
female, as yet unacquainted with the pas- 
sion of love, and' in the hahitual dailj 
intercourse of friendship, heightened by 
the sincerest gratitude on her part, 
though, fot indefatfgahle endeavours to 
serve a faithless and unkind husband! 
and this continual society was with a man, 
whose elegant accomplishments were un^/ 
rivalled, and his manners dangerously ia* 
sinyating*. 

The approaches of the mind towardf^ 
kindred refinement in that of a female are 
far more insidious and penetrating than 
from the prepossessions excited by a beau- 
tiful exterior. The person of Mr. Ky* 
mington is rather plain than otherwise,- 
but his smile is bewitching^ and touches 
while it instantly reaches the heart. 

His education has been of the most 



AU^trSTUS ftYMINUTONj Esg. IIS 



"■' ' III ] ■ -ji- 



Let an Ass keep his long Ears. 



profound and polished kind *: at that unU 
vcrsity in \vhich he was a student^ he 
was known^ like another Chrichton, to 
carry off every prize in the different 
branches of learning : equally acquainted 
with the dead^ as well as living, lan- 
guages^ he unites to this depth of erudi- 
tion all those ornamental accomplish-^ 
menf s of fashion, by many deemed frivol- 
ous; but which^ when excelled in, as by 
Mr. Rymington, strike the wondering^ 
mind with a degree of enthusiastic admi- 
ration : besides^ the more trifling acquire- 
ments of Mr. Rymington were all of the 
most elegant kind ; and all skilfully and 
scientifically performed. 

He was wot fasliiondbly famous for ex- 
posing the organ of the auricular sense of 
the donkey y by cropping close that wise 
defence, which nature has given him 
against a species of fly, that peculiarly 
infests that patient animal ; and who, 
when he is thus cropped, and kept fat 
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and sleeky to gratify the vanity of his 
owner^ is made to run races^ draw the 
new*inyented carriages of foUy^ or amMe 
under the titled demirep : no ; Mr. Ry« 
mington's polite acquirements chalked 
out a difterent circle of amusements. He 
rode the sprightly courser with eques- 
trian elegance ; he danced with grace and 
agility; and though he passed not whole 
mornings, like some certain noblemen, in 
endeavouring to give melody to the Jew's-- 
harp, he struck the chords of harmony 
with the science of a professed amateur, 
and excelled as a musician. 

Now it has been said, that this accom* 
plished man's sole obJBct was to under- 
mine an hapless woman's peace ; Aap- 
lessy indeed, we acknowledge she was, in 
every sense of the word ; and it is to be 
lamented that she did so much discredit 
to her former character of unsullied 
virtue; it is certainly to be deplored, 
that she broke the ties of conjugal fidelity. 



s. 
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and sought^ bj illicit means^ to forget 
her wretched situation: but if mortals 
are to be free from frailty, if true per- 
fection is to be the lot of erring mortal- 
ity, then aogeh are our inferiors^ and 
Omn^ipotence loses its most sacred attri- 
butes of Mercy and Forgiveness. 

When Lady Linwood was found guilty, 
the most enormous damages from Mr.Ry* 
mington were assigned to her much more 
guilty, her negligent, and deprayed bus* 
band;* but though Mr. Rymington paid 
these exorbitant damages (to one who 
is particularly eager to assert his right to 
marry again ! ! ! ) he is not ungrateful 
for, nor satiated with, possession : he has 
proved, that the mind was his object 
more than the perishable charms of Lady 
Linwood's person ; and we cannot for«> 
bear repeating that be has now made 
all amend in his power for his fault; 
he has willingly and instantly married 
her, as soon as the decision pf the law 
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tendered it practicable* Far be it from 
us to palliate^ in any sense or way whai- 
«ae?erj thf hemous orime be has been so 
unfortunate as to peipotra^ yet no one 
i)us a right to say^ as it was uttered in 
•courts that seduction is the chief delight 
K>f MnRyn»ingtou^ or that bis sole de$ir€ 
was '^ to undermine the peace of^Lady 
Xanwood's mind : " nor can they dray, 
that^ whatever may be his faults> be is 
4tiU possessed of a feeling heart and unei^ 
jimpled generosity^ 
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Grande supercilium."— <- Juv. Sat. <!• 



A SHORT time ago, a geotleman in the 
]^ri[ii«^ and almost bloom^ of life^ yn^ted 
himself to the above lady^ then fast de« 
cliniRg towards the winter of her^s ; and 
nho, though slie was still lovely^ we pro- 
nounce him a hold man, to venture on 
a qiarriage with one who had so glar* 
iogly yiolated the principles of conjugal 
fidelity. 

During the first few years that she was 
the beloved and cherished wife of Colonel 
Ashford> from whom she has been long 
divorced^ she was one of those, outrage^ 
ously virtuous ladies^ who shrunk from 
every appearance of levity. aiid ji(npru« 
dence; butwe have often found those 
ladies sl^w themselves the least to hb 
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The Old School exemplified. 

irwted, when opportunity occurs to them 
i>f pleasing their capricious inclinations. 

Mr9« Ash ford was beautiful ;^ she was 
the idol of an adoring and most indulgent 
busband : the regiment which he com- 
manded was quartered in a town remark- 
able for its eitpence^ and its vicinity to 
a favourite residence of royalty. HEy 
who is justly acknowledged the most ac- 
complished scholar^ and the finest of all 
fine gentlemen^ while he is the most ex- 
alted in rank^ once requested the hand of 
Mrs. Ashford at a ball^ given in the 
above-mentioned town. This honour her 
^ excessive prudence made her decline ; and 
she deprived herself of her favourite ex* 
ercise, sat still the whole evenings and 
received^ from all the grave votaries of 
the old school^ that praise which her 
meritorious and correct conduct so am- 
ply^ as they expressed themselves^ de-^ 
served : while a few free-thinking ladies 
thought it a fastidious pride^ and an high 
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self-K^oaviction of her personal charms^ 
^hich must, of consequence^ make her 
the natural subject of scandal^ because 
ifhe danced with so great a man. 

We cumot forbear saying, that we are 
apt to lean a little to the opinion of these 
latter*mentioned female censors ; it was 
certainly an overacted part of prudential 
preciseness ; the wi& of a Colonel in the 
^jrmyj who was a man also of private 
rank and family, was by no means (in a 
provincial town especially) an unfit part- 
ner for one, though he was very many 
degreejs of precedency above her husband. 
The gentleman, it is well known, could 
npt meet his equal there, in point of birth ; 
apd as he chose to honour her by singling 
her out, we think there was more pride 
and affectation of prudent delicacy in re- 
fusing him, than thei;e would have been' 
modest frankiie^s and good breeding, if 
she. h?ul. graciously accepted him as $i 

partner.. . 
vol.* n, a 
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She falls in Love. 



Soon after this events she cast the eyes 
of affection on a \erj young cornet ift 
ber husband's regiment 

His person and manners had a cox- 
comical and frenchified appearsoce. The 
husband of Mrs. Ashford was some years 
older than herself^ but was hand* 
some, manly> and every way pleasing and 
prepossessing in his behaviour to every 
one ; to her he was the most kind and 
generous of husbands. 

For some time her intrigue was canied 
on with this favourite youth, vnth all 
that precaution which we may suppose 
a woman of her character knew so weH 
how to adopt. But the vanity of a man 
of fashion does not tea>ch hitn ta be 
very silent on those occa^ns ; and she 
being the handsomest woman ki the 
country, the gentlemen all envied him 
that good fortune he wished them to un- 
derstand he enjoyed : those thought- 
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Articles of War. 
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^ess females^ whose conduct Mrs. Ashford 
bad formerly censured in her days ol: 
Puritanism^ now triumphed ; and she was 
often hailed by them^ in public^ with & 
kind of equivocal arch smile^ as much as 
to say, ** We know what !'* 

Still the happy lover was afraid to tell 
all, for fear of the revenge which might 
be taken on him by an injured husband : 
lie only gave broad hints, and shrugged 
away the lady's reputation, especially to 
her female friends ; for from them he ex*- 
pected most applause, a surer welcome, 
and more established fame, in the aiiuals 
of polite gallantry. 

Sooji he found "comfort and protection 
in the articles of war. Colonel Ashford 
had lately brought a very troublesome 
and querulous oifficer to the chastisement 
of a public reprimand, for a breach of 
that article which forbids the giving and 
provoking challenges : this receftt reproof 

G 3 
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coulclnot then immediately -be done away> 
by tbe Colonel transgressing against tliis 
article he had but just so powerfully 
enforced ; and it bad been a standing joke 
in the regiment, but like many other joJ>.es,. 
mostly true, that the articles of war >ycre 
the bible of tbe commanding officer. 

Comet Stanhope longed for notoriety 
]Q this criminal affair: he had a father, 
who treated morality as hypocrisy, and 
laughed at it both in bis precepts and 
practice; he, therefore, had nothing to 
dread from his anger or reproaches ; and 
being immensely rich, he did not tremble 
at the idea of heavy damages* 

Thi§ event, then, the youth reflected, 
must be made public* What a conquest 
to give him favour with the ladies ! The 
conquest over the beauty and virtue of a 
Mrs. Ashford ! 

He did not let tbe deluded fair one rest 
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till she consented to elope froiti'hlm': slje 
had often beeri in th6 habit ot taklns: 
morning airings with* 'Mh StaLnllo|Ve ; no- 
thing could be s^us|)ected, arfcP^fre m^de' 
use of all the sophistry such; a'' being is 
capable of. She was infatuated ; *jjffd^ in 
her eyes, he was all perfcibtibn. *\t\ 01:6' 
painful struggle^he lexperfferVi^ed; when 
about to quit het' husband's roo'fknd pro-' 
tection; for * ^ 
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This lie was not easily broken by a- 
fond parent ; and, on the \^y morning 
of her guilty elopenientj the child crossed 
the hall, and begged^ with inftintiue*per-^ 
suasion, she might accompany her mother 
in her moruing's ride : and, when deAied,* 
she said, ^[ Naughty Mr, Stanhope! I 
don't love you; I used to go out with- 
mamma ; and now you are always taking 
her away, and will not let me go with 



you." 
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The SciAiccr found guilty. 

What must have .been her feclingr 
when she was coi^cious that^ most pro* 
hably^ she was ^ittipg her daughter for 
ever ! She drew back^ tiiroed pale^ aad 
her resolution^ as well a4 her fornix begaiii 
to totter, Mr. Stanhope ali;nost dragged, 
ber to the post-chaise^ which stood i|i 
waiting ; in which she threw herself, 4pd 
burst into an agony of grief: but jet she 
went ! She accompanied her seducer^ 
who had obtained leave of absence, the 
day before^ l^on^ h^s CoLomI ; who little 
thought the deep and cruel injury his 
officer had inflicted upon him ! Too soon 
the fatal convictiion came home to hia 
i^stonished mind ! too soon he found all 
his doiQestic comforts blighted for ever ! 
The laws ifi this ease^ was obliged to take 
its course ; ai^d Mr* Stanhope aad Mrs. 
Asbford wer^ decidedly pranounced 
guilty. 

• •* 

She was yet so hand^ome^ that she sttll 
gave consequence to her criminal Idver ; 
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and all the gentlemen declared himihe 
happiest dog in the worlds to be blessed in 
ttie possession of such a woman^ and to 
come off so cheaply ; for the damages 
\rere not so high as might be reasonably 
expected in such a case j nor was he yet 
weary of the charms and accomplish- 
ments of Mrs. Aifhford. 

He entered her lodgings on the day thfi 
the trial was closed, gave a triumphant 
liuzza^ and fervently embraced her ; ex- 
pressed his happiness at being founds what 
<he jury denominated, guilty ; for, that 
she was, in consequence, now entirely 
his own. 

' jShe had trampled virtue and duty 
nnder foot ; she gaily returned the em- 
brace, drove away the remembranceof her 
daughter and her past happiness from 
her mind, and consented to accompany 
her present protector^ in guilty triumph^ 
to 4 famous sea-port town^ in a post-* 
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chaise^and-four, with two out-4;id6r«^ id 
their full uniform^ soldiers belonging to 
ber husband's regiment^ and who then 
happened to be on furlough* 

Soon after this^ he^ for whom she bad> 
sacrificed all her bapppiness^ all the un^ 
sullied purity of a once spotless cha* 
racter^ despised aud totally abandoned 
her^ leaving her to softer^ amongst the 
anguished tortures of iier reflecting loind^ 
the dreadful prospect of absolute want* 

At this period of her life^ bad she 
known all that the writers of these pages, 
are acquainted with^ she might have 
learned most fully to appreciate the value 
of that generous heart; w^i£;h she had^so 
lawlessly thrown away* Here, uncxam- 
phid, unheard of beneficence^ from a 
quarter, of ail others, w.|xetice she had-the 
least right to expect it, was dealt out 
to her* 



THE FORMER MRS.' ASHFOnD. 129 

J""-'"-' - ■ ■ " ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ = 

Generous Behaviour of the Colonel. 

-u - - . ^ .- - ^— -^^— ^ ^ ^— -^,-^j — ■ ^ ■ ■ ■ , ■ ■ ■- 

Though Colonel Ashford \V as resolved 
never to see her more; he was determin- 
ed she should never, on the desertion of 
ber lover, (an event which he knew was' 
siire to follow, from the futility of his 
unprincipled character, ) know a want of 
the comforts and conveniences of life, and 
so plunge herself deeper in guilt, or be 
tempted to commit any act df despair *. he, 
therefore, by means of a faithful and 
confidential friend, ih'ade hiift^elf ac- 
quainted with all her movemferits^ her 
wants and embarrassments. '-^Whefi he 
found her abandoned ahd foffeSken by him' 
in whom she had plko^d \itx' mistakett 
confidence, he look care^ on finding out 
her lodgings, to supply her amply with 
provisions ; with plain, though good and 
genteel, clothing, a small allowance of 
pocket-money, and sufficient every quar- 
ter to pay her rent and servant. 

These donations were left at the door^ 
with the domestic^ directed to her^ as 
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Mrs. Ashfocd } on the inside of the first 
parcel of clotlief and money ahe reeei?* 
ed was vvritteii, *' You are to ask na 
question of the bearer of any parcel^ or 
articles of hou8e-4:eepiog^ grocery^ &c* 
which may be^ in future^ addressed to 
you, otherwise^ the3' will cease to be sent 
you, from your unknown, and,^ to you^ 
everriavisible friend, '^ 

We suppose .he^' sincere repentance,, and 
exemplary conduct^ during the periodthat 
»he lived, in thia manner, ignorant that 
she was supported by her injured bu»» 
band, and whi^b ^^s for several years^ 
Hidpced the gepi)eman, who has lately 
lyiade her his partner for life, to overlook 
fte past guilty transaction, which we be- 
lieve to be the only one she ever commit- 
ted. 

She is well capable of adorning the 
marriage state ; and we hope her present 
bttsband will bave no cause to repent hit 
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casting off that prejudice, which found 
a place agaiust her in almost every bo- 
som : for in her former marriage she was 
so peculiarly blessed^ in the possession of 
an husband good^ almost^ beyond ex- 
ample^ that though in behalf of feminine 
weakness we are ever ready and desir- 
ous of employing the most liberal candour, 
yet we know not how to apologize for^ 
or excuse^ the faulty step she took^ in 
betraying such worth and generosity; and 
destroying the happiness of him^ who 
seemed to live only for that of his wife 
and daughter. 
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THE HON. MR. MELVINGTON, 



Per Scelera semper Sceleribus ceftum est iter. SftNxc« 



XiADY GayfieWj who drew *be sources 
of her education from the modern phi- 
losophers^ and all the higher clnsses of 
epicurean disciples of dissipation and 
.j}kasure^ in Franee, and embraced all 
their depraved , tenets when they threw 
off the yoke of morality and their lawr 
ful government^ was a female who had 
long attached herself to her kindred soul, 
Mr. Melvington : in defiance of modesty 
and decorum^ she lived with him some 
.ye^rs, and publickly acknowledged him 
fher favoured lover. 

• * • - 

$hq . had a befiuttful and blooming 

: dauglit^r ; lovely in pev%909>h but not 

Jikelytohnve tfiany tnental^ charms, with 

the conduct of such a mother before 
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lier eyes, who continually set ber so vile 
an example. 

Lady Monimia Torrington, the daughter 
of the Countess of Gay£eld, had not very 
long been married to a Mr. Sunderlan^r 
who had the misfortune' to kill his anta* 
gonist in a duel ; the result of a jealoua 
quarrel about a cherished favourite* 

Mr. Sunderland, to avoid taking hi^ 
trial for murder, was obliged to play 
«t bide-and-seek for- a considerable time^ 
during which Lady Monimia Sunderland 
resided with her mother ; where Mr.MeI- 
vington bad frequent opportunities of 
undermining her ioelinations, rendering 
-himself as irresistibly agreeable a» possi- 
ble to her, and succeeded in making sdmfe 
interest in her afieetions, although she 
knew be was' really in possession of her 
mother '^s heart. As io X#ady Gayfield, sbe 
perceived bis attentions, but was'iid more 
jealous 'Of ber daughter thaft she wowld 
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hiive been of any other woman ; tbe ides 
conf eyed no other horror to her mind 
thaa tbe dread of losing her lover. 

We are told that snch partnership 
among the very vitiated females in France 
i& by no means uncommon ; and it is no 
extraordinary things there, to see a mother 
and daughter at daggers drawn about 
tbe same equally favoured gallant; who^ 
if they happen to be rich and give splen*^ 
did f^tes at tbe maison des delices, are 
received into numerous parties, tbougb 
they may be convinced of their guilt i 
we had hoped such refinement on wick- 
edness could never have obtained a place 
in this^ conntry^ wbere a sense of deliesetjr 
and honour are yet to be found, eve^ 
among the mo^i faulty. But such wair 
tbe conduct of Lady Gayfield^ her daugh- 
ter^ and their lover. 

Tbe Count esir was soon conymeed thai; 
k criminal correspondence wa^ carrying 
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A Spy. 

on between her daughter and Mr. Mel^ 
\ington; and she set spies to watch all 
their steps; desirous to detect and be re- 
venged, if possible^ both on her gallant 
and Lad^ Monin[>ia«^ 

A confidential footman, seeing Mr. 
Melvington and Lady Monimia go out 
together, ivatched thera ; and traced 
them^ till he saw them step, into an hack- 
ney coach: he followed at a little distance, 
and then junipt up behind, as if he had 
been their servant in waiting ; taking care 
to get down, when he found the coach 
«bout to make an halt; then narrowly 
watching it, he saw the guilty pair enter 
an house, notorious for receiving noctur-* 
«al visitors of both sexes, and indeed any 
illicit lovers at all times in the day. 

The man waited at the door itill they 
came out : he then approached the lady, 
41111I these words >e^aped him, froni the 
immediate impulse of his heart ; '' Ohl 
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All Appeal to the Law^. 
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Lady Monimia ! I am sorry to see you 
come out of such an house as this V 

Terror, shame> guilt, all conspired 
tfaeir force to almost annihilate the cri*^ 
minal daughter : she sunk, in a death- 
like state, into the arms of Mr. Melving- 
toD y:^ko\ determining to make sure of 
his pn^^^aad trust to the chance of hisr 
tenderness and attentions to recall her 
fleeting spirits, hurried her in that state 
to an hackney coach,- and they were heard 
of no mofe at their respective homes. 

And is there no law against such actf 
as these ^ Canciol it, in such an instance,* 
teuch fiuch highly culpalyle offenders ? If 
it cam^ot, their crime is equally flagrant, 
and must sooner or later meet its retri-*^ 
bution. 

Savages, in lintaiighti unspphisficated na- 
ture, wouldblusb at the ^ices that disgrace 
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Melancholy Reflections. 

XEwxy of the refiaed and elegaot vota- 
ries'of fashionable a^d {K>Ushed life* Mr« 
Melviugton has not only been culpable 
ip. seducing' a wife^ but he has commiited 
a worse crinie^ in ibe double guilt of his 
Qonuexion with both mother and daughter* 

When we turn over the charaeiers w0 
have penned, we are shocked to behold 
how many of them have been knowa at 
Westminster Ilalij for violated rites of 
hospitality^ and for breach of ibe mar-^ 
riage vow : it is not ooly the old^ who 
cry out on the laxity of morals^ in this 
agCj the reflecting yOuth> alsd^ who has 
been happily brought up toia love of vir*^ 
tae> and who turns from vice' with ab« 
borrence^ sees^ with deep regret^ that 
she is daily ai|d hourly establishing her 
throne among us. 

Serious and philosophical old gentk-^ 
nen^ who have lived beloved in the bo^ 
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Continued. 

soms of their families^ without a wish to 
wander from 

^' That dear hut, their home/* 

And who reside much in the country, 
when they do visit town, observe with 
great satisfaction^ in the unsuspecting 
honesty of their hearts, that our streets 
are not so much infested with abandoned 
wom^n as formerly: we wish this were 
owing to the amendment of morals in our 
nation : hut, alas. ! we fear it proeeeds 
from a very different cause; and a certain 
Colonel, who has not long ago publish- 
ed his life and eccentric opinions, face^ 
iiousIy,but verypointedly and justly, says^ 
that the modest women have encroached 
on the privileges of the Cyprian corps. 

The cherished, and perhaps, in many 
degrees, prudent mistress of a valued 
friend, hitherto living for one alone> and 
a stranger to depravity ; the beauteous 
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Insulted Wives, and Revenge. 
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tvife of a'hother ; better please the refined 
sensualist than the unhappy female, be- 
trayed first by man to the continual traf- 
fic of her personal charms fo secure her 
from absolute want. He nourishes- the 
Criminal passion, takes no pains to check 
it in its growth, destroys the conjugal 
tie, and fancies himself, for a^^hiIe, fre^ 
from danger of every kind ; and often free 
of expencCj^ also, till the heavy damages 
of thousands ring in his ear. 

The fashionable husband, seldom satfs' 
fied with one, publicly sports Jiis cliere^ 
amie in a dashing phaeton ; and drives 
her eren under the windows of his wife's 
flressing-room ; yet one, perhaps, though 
modest, not possessed of Lucretian virtue, 
might never have been faithless, but from 
the insolent neglect of her husband. 

The pangs of her bosom., resulting 
from his . conternpt of her person, giv^ 
birth to the idea of vengeance. The 
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Conclusion. 



masked profligate^ under the garb of 
friendship^ sees histime^ and profits by 
it: tlie husband^ the first in faulty then 
finds his honour wounded ; and he has 
recourse to the forms of the law, as he 
finds them best calculated for his present 
purposes; he takes good care to have am* 
pleandincontestable proofs of his disgrace, 
and the damages he gains enable him to 
support his mistresses in still greater 
splendour : and when tjie illrgot price of 
his own and his wife's public shame is 
expended on their rapacity and extrava^* 
gance, he then goes in his turn to des* 
troy the peace and harmony of famiUes, 



THE PRODIGAL'S RETURN. 



** Cvdimus, inque Yiceni piaibemuscran fla^Uis; 
** Viviturhocpacto." Pim. 



It new wanted about a fortnight to the 
time^ when the Duchess of Pjrmont^ and 
her suite^ would quit their present abode^ 
and go for a short time to some fashion- 
able watering-place^ or repair to London. 
When one mornings about four o'clock^ 
the family were awakened hy. a loud 
ringing at the gate ; and the Marquis 
of Waltham arrived post from his late 
guiltj excursion. 

Successfulj satiated by six weeks pos- 
session only^ he had sent the weeping 
yictim of his seductive arts to her parents ; 
promised to procure her a good husband^ 
but laughed at her folly, when she could 
imagine him to be serious, at his solemn- 
ly swearing before the fall of her virtue, 
he himself would be that husband. 
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Most foul Deception. 



The injured fiithsr i^vertook him on 
his road home ; and after giving vent to 
his paspiopate grief, was obliged to De- 
turn the dupe of the Marquis*s sophis- 
try, who thought himself well off to get 
rjd of the af^icted parent, by giving him 
a .check on his banker for four hundred 
pounds^ as a marriage portion for his 
deluded daughter. 

The noble family did not meet at break* 
fast ; a few hours before dinner the Mar- 
quis made his appearance ; and though he 
bad been at greatpaineto adorn himselfj lie 
looked very ill : a kind of guilty triumph^ 
mingled vfiih a considerable portion of 
sbAme, -sat on his countenance ; and bis 
downcast eye appeared fearful of pelting 
that of purity in his virtuous sister ; this 
shewed his mind not tot^^lly Yoid of sen- 
sibility, apd he really did feel something ' 
like remorse for the baneful part be b^d 
be^n acting. Lady Charlotte .co:ijld not 
help saying she thought h^ did not 
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A nice Diftiaction. 

look well : he stammeredj attributed it 
to fatigue^ and changed the subject by 
askings if they should be alone that 
evening > 

'^ Entirely so/* said the Duchess; ''and 
I do not know^ my dear Philip^ ^at yve 
should have done withouiyou ; for Char- 
lotte has read all the sketches you left 
vi^ith her, and which^ I assure you^ en- 
tertained me much/* '^Ay/* said the 
Marquis, '' I would have the pleasure 
of reading my dissolute wife to you, my- 
self ; I have got it sketched out, and I 
altered the appellation: I cannot bear 
profligate> when applied to the ladies !'" 

'' Now is not that rather a fastidious 
distinction?" said the Duchess. ''By 
no means, my dear Duchess/' replied the 
Marquis. " A woman may have a dis- 
solute mind, without being devoted to 
actual vice : her conduct even may be 
dissolute, but not absolutely depraved : 

TOL. II. H 
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now praAigacy caa only be appUied to Uie 
inoft abandoned and ticioitf." 

The Marquis was fond of definitioM ; 
he dwelt^ some timCj on the different ap- 
plication of the two words ; aiid it served 
to banish a few twinges of eonseience* 
Jn the eveawgt the trio being metj the 
Marquis^gave the- promised character* 
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** La Louapge 'Chatouiie et gMoe l<s Etpriti : 
Lf s F^LYsan d'une Belle en tont souvent le Prix.*' 

La FeKTAiNi. 

TfiB lady Mrho is the Mbfeet <»f the pr«« 
-selit detail 'w^as born in a countrj4o\vn> 
of parentis trhose situation in life Was not 
•fit t^ time j^f ber bkth either raised 
aboye^ or sunk-belbw> a sob^r 'fiiedioerit jr 
of station. 

They had several other children whose 
persons seemed universally to. he cast in 
an ordinary mouldy save that of their 
eldest daughter^ Henrietta^ now Mrs^ 
Moiston. 

As the father of this lady was a specu- 
lating and amVitious man, and desired 
nothing so much as to see his family 
raised to dignity and splendour ; and as 
the mother of Mrs. Moiston was a weak, 
but aspiring woman, with an uncommoh 

share of ill-regulated affection for her 

h2 
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Too fond a Mother. 

children ; they saw with miltaal pleasure 
the opening charms of their eldest daugh- 
ter^ aiid indulged themselves in the fond 
hppe^ that by the beauty of her person 
she would make the fortune of herself and 
family. Henrietta was^ therefoi'e^ foster- 
ed with a tenderness above . what exr 
.tended to the other children ; and her 
every wish was considered by her fond anjd 
tnistaken mother as a hiw. 

Henrietta was placed at the first school 
in the town where her father resided ; 
and was allowed every accomplishment^ 
which might fit her for that exalted 
station her parents, one day, hoped she 
would fill : but Henrietta, inheriting 
from nature a disposition volatile and 
vain, and a warmth of constitution, un- 
checked by parental restraint, and un- 
subdued by religious precepts, evinced^ 
therefore, no proficiency either in her ac- 
complishmcAts or her duties. 

■' ' » r . 

Before she was thirteen she left school i 
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Henrietca in her teens, 

\ras capable of uttering a few French 
phrases^ could play a new song through* 
out because it happened to be fashion-* 
able, but scarcely wrote a letter on the 
most common subject which would not 
have disgraced a milk^maid. 

At fourteen, Henrietta dressed herself 
with care 5 she went to church, on Sun- 
days, purely for the fun of laughing and 
giggling with the great boys of the gram- 
mar-school^ who happened to sit in an 
opposite pew. 

Being well acquainted with the thoughts 
and wishes of her parents^ and from their 
ridiculous and unguarded praises uttered 
in her presence, fancying herself a com- 
plete beauty, she began to think she 
ought to^have lovers; and before she was 
fifteen, she set up for a professed coquet. 
The young men of the town where she 
resided were not of sufficient consequence 
to ansMcr the exorbitant expectations of 
the flippant Henrietta ; and the officers 
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Her romping Flan. 

qoftrtered there eontented tliemselrei 
witb partaking cf htr fittitt's govd din* 
nersj and condescendeidfto flirt atsd romp 
with the coming fiut one : hut the only 
palpable eTidence of their notice that she 
received wa^ broken eorkbSy imsciittly 
rents in her elegant muslin robes^ and a 
peculiar nod^ sonietimeft accompanied 
with a still more' peculiar wink^ when 
thej happened to meet her in public 

The-onlj raffeter on these oecasiont 
was the mother of Henrietta, to whose 
office it generally fell to repair these 
love-sprung frarctures. SometrmeA the 
folly of an ili-regulated (enderaess gave 
way^ in the miother of Henrietta, to thai 
fatigue which her wanton carelessness 
inflicted on this fond parent ; but, on 
these occasions, the daughter would sv- 
lencehermild remonstrances with> ''Well, 
nevar: mind; lovetf^ j on donU know what 
the Colonel said to me last night, at the 
play/' — ^*' What!" eagerly replied her 
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The Blindness of a Mother. 



mother^ ^ the Honourable Golondi H— , 
of the Guards ?*' She repaired the rent in 
Henrietta's crape frock with a quicker 
•litcb ; and the latter ran to her instru-* 
nient^ ivith a siUy suppressed giggle^ 
"which meant more than met the ear of her 
delighted mother, and she ran over the^ 
notes, accompanied with a most croaking 
YO-ice^— • 

'' . His bandkLQrchief icented &• suMtlyv 

His white teetbb& sb^we^ so fOB^ltldyy j 
He managed the inatter«o neatl^j, - 
That, 1 ne'er can be kissed by a clown." 

Henrietta'^ mother la^^ghc1i heartily 
art what she called the 9#ee(M ^m^df ha-^ 
mour 6f b^ dftrlifigS who^e -playful 'fasr* 
cination she said all the meif admired r 
but, however much the men might Jiave 
Admired the fascinating playfulness of 
Henrietta^ norie in the tovm 01 cou»try 

bad made a single overture to take her 
*^ for better for wocse;'* and she had yet 
to learn^ that there are few tolerable wo^* 

H 4 
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A Portrait, 
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men, but what may be taken^ occasion- 
ally^ on easier terms : these terms would 
have shocked^ eveu in idea, the father 
and mother of this young woman ; for 
they would have shrunk^ with horror> 
at the thoughts of their Henrietta being 
any thing lejss than a wife* 

To speak, however, truly of her person^ 
it was by no means of that superior order^ 
which 4:ould completely subdue a man, 
independairt of the aid of other endow- 
ments: but, amidst her more ordinary 
brothers a^nd sisters, she shone a star, of 
no inconsiderable lustre : placed in con- 
tact ^ith a truly beautiful apd elegant- 
l^omao, her charms supk into vulgar 
nothingnesik 

She had irregular features, a dingy 
complexion, only rendered various by a 
quantity of rouge, which she laid on 
thick, at fifteen 1 Her eyes were good 
for nothing, but to wink, knowingly; 
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not one spark of intellect ever itluniiaed 
them : her mouth was the hestj and most 
accommodating^ of all her features ; for 
it was so formed^ as to hide a bad set of 
under teeth^ while it displa^^ed^ most 
spaciously^ an even and white upper row : 
the constant grin or smirk which she 
assumed, was palliated, in some degree, 
by the dimples which this habitual prac- 
tice presented : her forehead was narrow 
and mean, and her hair rather of a dusky 
brown: her figure, as to height, wa^ 
commanding; but its proportions were iU 
regulated : her neck was yery short, and 
her shoulders high ; her feet and hands 
thick and wide. - ^ 

Her dress was showy, trolloping, and 
totally devoid of neatness and taste ; yet 
with all these drawbacks, the tout en-' 
semble of Henrietta was such as would 
induce any licentious man to make a fool 
of her. 



b5 
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Loire-letters atid Balls. 



She had attained her seTenteenth year, 
and ber father had given many splemitd 
entettainments bejond the power of hi« 
^nanees to support ; she had been re* 
peatedly exhibited at (be Town^ County^ 
and Election Balk ; had figured at the 
Theatre^ and paraded in eyerj publio 
i^alk ; but all to no purpose. 

Henrietta would shew^ ber fisnuile ecMfr- 
identB' above Mlf lo<ve*lettef s ftem dif- 
ferent ladsj who, encouraged by her for- 
ward manner^i haid amused tbeinselTeff 
at the^expence of her character; but sbey 
on whom her parents bad bnilt'tbe ftittire 
aggrandizements of their t^ee^, eo«^ld not 
boast a single offer of honourable mar- 
nage. 

« lb 

Mn Perfcinsi the fether of Henrietta, 
had several'acquaintances in London, and 
iiis daughter had perpetually, iiitreated 
and teized him to take her to that* great 
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She arrives in Loa^loii. 



eiiy^, which promisesd her the fallnteasure 
0f all that her imflgiaation hid painted 
of pkMuri andidfligfat 

■ 

Hen father bad alwajrai otj^jected to ihit 
trip : W say thor truths his sober connex* 
ions tfa^e did aot eare to take the char^ 
of a young creature of ao volatile aitd 
£ay a turn : a0d> without an ifiritation^ 
Henrietta could not posftibly .maW mch 
a visit. 

' A. period^ howev^r^ arriTOd^ which 
brought the aeeomplishmettt of her 
wkhes: an old and resfiecstahle widow 
lady^ allied to several familiei of disr 
tinciiottj and to whom Mr. PerfciiMi hiad 
been very serviceable^ by way <iKf recoiw- 
penee for hia friiesadly offices^ gP'Ve an ki- 
vitation to Henrietta^, for the fbHowtBg 
Spring ; and her sanguine parents looked 
upon this as a sure forerunner of a splen* 
jdid isettkinent. 

b6 
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The most rigid economy was now 
practised by Mrs. Perkins^ io order to 
make a purse for Henrietta^ which might 
enable her to purchase a fashionable 
wardrobe on her arrival in the gay 
city ; and many a guinea was purloined 
from the table^ and screwed out of what 
was generally allowed for the other chil- 
dren^ to enable Henrietta to slune amidst 
fashion's votaries. 

She arrived^ by the mail-coach^ at the 
house of her father's friend, in Bruns* 
wick-^square^ in the early part of April : 
she stopped that same morning, and went 
to tlie theatre that same evening. At 
the house of the lady with whom she 
was a guests much and varied company 
resorted ; and amidst the number were 
jeveral sober^ as well as irregular^ young 
men. 

In Londop^ noTelty is every thing ; for 
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She catches a Lover. 



though a man sees^ every day^ as he 
M^alks along the streets^ the mo^t beauti- 
ful and elegant \¥omen^ his e^e becomes 
so familiar to these views, that he is not 
unfrequently captivated with inferiority, 
so as it carries but the stamp of some- 
thing new : besides the appearance is ex« 
ceedingly refreshing in a country-girl of 
eighteen. 

^' What could she know of vice ? She 
is all artless simplicity/' said the old^ 
worn-out sensualist ; (and he patted her 
full bosom with indecorous freedom.) 
'• These are the women for me !*' But 
Henrietta would soon convince these de- 
crepid lovers,, that they were not exactly 
the men for her ! 

Shehad been near amonth at thehouse of 
her father's friend; and dressed, andtitter* 
cd, romped^aiid flirted, withevery man that 
fell in her way ; but when she reposed on 
her pillow^ a pang of surprise and vexa- 
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It is not all fair tbat glads the Sight. 



tian shot acroAg her miud^ tbat^ in all 
tjbe gay* tbif)gs which had beea said ta 
her, Dot one word had been utteredi 
which eten her vaaity qduld construe mto 
a serioirs declaration. At lengthy the soli 
of Sir Willoughby Moiston^ ini$taki&g 
the playful coquetry and studied sijn* 
plivity of Henrietta for native artlessness 
of character, really made an hoAOurabto 
proposal; and Henrietta, delighted^ wrote 
by the next post the glad tidings to* her 
mother* 

Mrs. Perkins was elated beyond mea- 
sure } she iDstantly remitted her daughter 
twenty guineas of her provident savings ; 
with hope of nailing thei son of Sir Wil- 
lougliby Moiston \ 

It is not all fair that glads the sight; 
Sir WlHough'by was a capital porter 
bsewec, and a Knight of Margaret Ni^ 
chabson's order : the greatest calamity 
that could have visited, him^ waa this* bis 
title ! BtooL ikvd period, b^ credit, as a 
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She exhibits h^t JL^ver io'thc Country. 



poctfer is:erdlia0t> hegao to decline. S^ 
WiUoughbjT gave parliftmeiltary diimtes^ 
and bis wife and daughter yfeai ta couft : 
tiie nstarai conseqneBoe wa8> that wi^at 
be gaixted in. ths fleshy be lost 'm the ^3»^ 
4f if ; and the flatness and degeneracy of 
bis porter was a. subjeci of universal 
eorafihuut 

As .Mr. P6ffains( wa& reputed a^tearm 
man't a phrase ' nety imell anderstood oq 
the city side of l^smple Bar, Sir Wil* 
leughby. did dot maike tke ob^eticn that 
was expected tQ a match, which, a«:cQrd- 
ing to appearances^ was certainly un- 
eqoaL 

Mr. Moiattm aecompanitd Henrietta^ 
za trinsi^di^ to^ ^a house of hei £itbef 
and. mother.; and sbeexjBltisiglya&hibited 
her busl^Lnd elect in the face of ber oM 
school-mates and ci'dtvantilQYfXS. 

Mr. Moiston was ralba ai tbe idle 
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order of jouog men ; and though bred 
and bora in the city^ he had all the dash* 
iog propensities i^hich distinguish the 
youths of fashion at the west end of the 
town, without their pretensions: but 
Henrietta did not like him the worse for 
that ; she doated on every thing that was 
fashionable^ and would rather conunit 
an enormity than not follow the mode : 
besides; young Moiston was really hand- 
tome^ and possessed some taste i nor did 
he want for a fair portion of good sense^ 
on many occasions : but let us not be too 
minute. 

During the sojourn of Mr. Moiston 
at the residence of Henrietta's parents^ 
tfaetwo fathers were negotiating^ by letter^ 
the preliminaries of the marriage } but 
some obstacles arose^ respecting Hen* 
rietta's portion^ which retarded their 
settling the business. 

Henrietta said^ one mornings to her 
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A Scheme pioposed. 

lover, '^ Lord^ dear MoistoD^ do fiot let 
us wait any longer ! Mjf father's as tire- 
some as your's ; and if we wait^ till they 
are agreed^ we shall never be married ! 
Besides^ continued she> gigg'uig, and 
looking rather too particularly in the face, 
while she hung on the arm of her Io?er, 
'^ it would be such fwij and surprise 
them all sb^ if we were to marry with- 
out their knowing it ! "' 

Mr. Moistou's understanding forsook 
him^ at this moment; he was a young 
man of strong passions ; and the laughing 
eye^ and dimpled cheek, added to the 
youthful caresses with which she con* 
eluded her delicate proposal, made him 
fancy his Henrietta the most unaffected 
child of nature^ and himself the most be- 
loved of men ! Oh ! dear vanity,how could 
we support ourselves without thy aid f ' 

« 

Young Moiston procured a licence 
( secretly ) that very evening ; and on the 
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following mwniiig thej were united in 
the hely bunds of wedlock « Tbe tome-^ 
qnence of this premature and rash step 
was^ that Sir WiU(n]gb1>y, ineensed^, would 
do nothing for his son; and in six month* 
frona the period of their weddings the 
father of Henrietta was obliged to call 
together his creditors, and Mr. Moiston 
received not one shilHng of. bia wife'a* 
promised portion. 

We csonot here pass over the ywmg 
man's condnet on thi» occasion^ without 
bestowing that just portion' of praise 
which is due to. his generosity : be did' 
tioty as many husbands would^ reflect on 
his wife, or behave to her with diminished 
kindioesB : on tbe contrary, be not only 
soothed her, with the utmost tenderness, 
sind the most gentle persuasions, but of-* 
fered the most kind and friendly conso- 
lations to her afl9icted mother^ whose 
pride and feeling had received so violent 
» shock* 
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This injustice of Mr< PiorkiM to hift 
fimiily was long resented by Sur Wil*^ 
loughbjr Moistoo ; whi>te own finances 
bdrng: at a low obbi. had built much oa 
the advantage of this match for his s(»i» 
For a long-time^ he would neither see noir 
assist the new -married pair: but a family 
€omiit^,on^ awetkeiied his Daiutally hard 
feelings: be relaoled^—- a few months 
gbive bright^ pirospiects to th^ y<Hju>9 
ciMi|ilei and brought the OMnpletioa oi 
Hetartetta'^ fondly ekeffisbed wisbes^-tbaft 
o(i9feTO«i«g a. resident in London I 

. Through the assistapice of his leeolw 
cUed father^ Mr. Moiston supported his 
family in g^eel mediocrity; and if 
Henrietta had not found, herself capable 
of expff iencii^ the pure and chaste de« 
lights: of individual love^ it is no wondec 
that gratitude found no pladr in her heart* 
In her external expjressioBS^ however^ there 
was no appearance of a deficiency : never 
was there a beings who; with aU thia affibc- 



164 LONDON CHARACTERS 



Hunting Lovers from the Window. 



tation of artlessness, possessed such an 
hypocritical cunning t she delighed in 
the dear mystery of intrigue^ and her 
siliy vanity made her the dupe of every 
sensualist and the sport of every hoasting 
knave. 

Like Mrs.Villeneuf, mentioned in the 
first volume of these characters^ she 
would often caress her husband with all 
apparent fondness, and] in half an hour 
afterwards walk out to meet, hy appoiiti^ 
ment, a man of whom she knew nothing, 
but that he had frequently passed by her 
window ; where, like the aforesaid Mrs. 
Villeneuf, between whom and Henrietta 
there is a wonderful similarity (though 
they are distinct individuals)she wouldsit, 
at eleven in the morning, with her arms, 
bosom, and shoulders, exposed ; and 
might have shocked, or, perhaps, capti- 
vatedj a stoic or a sage. - 

It was sufficient for a man to pass her 
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The Huntress caught in her own Toila. 

windows twice or ibrice> to sigh^ to look 
miserable, to exhibit a bit of paper io 
the shape of a hiliet-ddux, when the kind 
heart of Henrietta expanded in his la- 
vpur : she ran down herself to the door, 
and received with her own fair hand 
the assurance that her charms bad, like 
a flash of lightning, blighted all bis hap* 
piaesss, withered all hopes, but such as 
centered in her. In. short, if she did not 
grant him an interview, he should ccrr 
tainly die ! 

Henrietta thought it the height of 
cruelty to let a man die, when it was in 
her power to restore him : she had the 
greatest dread of the Serpentine River^ 
and thought the famed Lucretia the 
most ridiculous, absurd, aqd wicked of 
women. 

She delivered her answer to the dismal 
effusion of her incognito lover with her 
own hand; regardless of the eyes of her 
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opposite neighbours, or of the kitche 
iRrindowB, ^here her servants sat oyc^wit- 
iiesses of their mistress's folly. She met 
lier lover ; told him she was a mar'- 
ried wotnan, which only served <o in^ 
crease his passion, as obstacles are said 
to inflame love : at length, he recollect- 
ed himself ; and the happy expression of 
•' How can I help that ? the more my 
tni^fortunet" came Opportunely to his 
Aid : to be sure the phrase was rather 
hacknied : but Henrietta believed it aa 
original effusion. 

To calm his - distracted feelings, she^, 
iherefore, promised to meet him, next 
morning, in a certain square. 

But the most extraordinary afid most 
abominable impolicy of Henrietta's con- 
duct wasj that she would rather, at any 
time, sacrifice her honour and her de- 
licacy, than have it supposed that she 
was \vithQut lovers : and her greatest tri* 
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nmpfa vat to gaio^ though from a nrnre 
gross and temporary iacUoati^^ the iover 
or husbaad of her friends aad ac<{uaint« 
a«ce» 

. Poor^ silly^ and d^raded Henrietta t 

Had she but known^ that the man who 

listened to her fiatvo^rable whkpers ia 

the evening retailed them to the mistress 

of his affections^ the next morning, with 

fa expression of abhorrenee, and a ten* 

der injunction that she would not visit 

such a wanum! Had she known that the 

protecting huaband, and worthy man^ 

tJbough sometimes led by that latitude 

which custom gives to his sex in meet* 

ing the advances of a forward woman^ 

would not subject his wife or daughter to 

associate with her ; what would her va« 

i»ity have suffered! Where, alas! was 

Hiat pride which^ when virtue is no more, 

will sometimes lead a woman to respect 

herself ! Where was the wom an^ when 

Am disgracefully allowed the lovers and 
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buflbands of others to ifisit her, wben 
tlooe i to snatch from her mere instinc- 
tire embraces^ which the hired wanton 
could as well bestow ! By such a conduct 
she rendered herself notorious, and a 
Subject of licentious pursuit to men of 
many nations: for Henrietta knew no- 
thing of those swains^ who sighed and 
threw up their eyes at her window : and 
a Spaniard, an Irishman^ a Jew, or a 
Gentile, had the same chance of gazing 
on her self*supposed charms. What mo* 
tive enjoined secrecy in these men ? They 
had nothing to fear from laws, which 
they, in a few months, would be out of 
the reach of? Besides, men as well as 
women, and> in these cases, frequently 
more so, hare their confidants; and 
over a convivial glass, the pure wife, 
the spotless virgin, and retiring widow, 
are sometimes sacrificed, from a base 
spirit of boasting vanity : what then has 
that degraded woman to expect who 
invites disgrace? She has to look for- 
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ward to what Henrietta has already met 
with, in part; the contempt, if not 
abandonment, of her husband ; the loss 
of her respectable friends ; and if not 
speedily reformed, she will, it is to be 
feared, add another to the list of those 
wives, whose exploits have swelled the 
columns of a newspaper. 

May this lenient portrait meet the 
eyes and claim the attention of those fe- 
males who are not yet old in error ; and 
may the rugged lines, distinguishable in 
the picture, be speedily effaced, and their 
place supplied by those respectable ac- 
quirements, those feminine virtues, which 
become the wife and the mother : for she 
who is supported by her husband, '^ who 
eats of his bread, drinks of his cup, and 
reposes on his bosom,*' can never be ex- 
cused an act of dishonour. 
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MARQUIS OF DERRINGBItlGKT, 

AND 

HIS TERMAGANT MISTRESS. 



** Nec tecum possum vivere, nee ^mt 16." MAirriii* 



This nol)lemao^ who verges towards th< 
latter put of the mitumnal seaioa cf life. 
Ifitely made » i^on^iderable %iire in tim 
crini« con. calendar ; and waa^onipeUtd ta 
pay very large damages for nndermiQiiig 
the peace of a revorrad and dignified di- 
vine^ by seducing the affeetions of his 
wi£^ which she had bestowed on bar 
lawfid partner^ an was fondly imagined^ 
in unceasing and unsullied acts of ten- 
derness, till the introduction of the Mar- 
quis of Derringbright into the familys 
wbifh he occasionally v lifted \ and at one 
lime took up a long, abode ^ the clcf^iy*^ 

i2 
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man's country-house^ under pretence of 
a eljght indisposition. 

He repaid t^he kind and friendly atten- 
tions of his hospitable host^ by inflicting 
an irreparable wound in bis anguished 
bosom^ and destroying his domestic hap- 
piness^ for ever. 

It is a true and just remark^ that the 
cruel tiiari is generally a coward ; the se- 
quel bf this delideatibnof character will 
shew, that th^ Marquis of Derringbright 
▼crifies the remark. • • ' 



♦ I 



\1^hten he was fully detected in this 
adulterous correspondence, heblesked his 
stars, that the profession and always 
peaceable character of the iiijure^'tnto 
prevented the dreadful chance of sword 
or pistol from being resorted to as modes 
of yengeahce. He hugged himself in 
the promised enjoyment of life^ and re- 
solved to be more cautious in future^ bow 
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he attempted thetooesigily-yieWing chas- 
tity of the frail Matruna of this present 
age. , r 

He^ therefore), attached Uiitiself to .9^ 
lady of liigh celebriCy in the corps rf 
dashing Cyprians ; and shebecanie^ soon 
after the tragical de^th of her .former 
protector, the acknowledged mistress of' 
ih# Marq^uis of Derringbright*^ 

This lady was beautiful in her person^ 
bu4 in temper a perfect copy of the re^ 
nowned ^Cantippe ;* she was the daughter 
of a reputable tradesman^ a sadler^ in 
Barbadoes^ but wiis" dignified by those 
who envied her her 7^r^e carriages^ and . 
splendid establishment^ by the title of 
daughter to a penny barber ! Her brothor 



* The wife of Socrates^ wHo gave him an oppoi* 
tunity to acquire the reputation of a most patient^ a» 
wellasawise^ man. 

I 3- 
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Slie oiMes ft fiitftl Dii«l* 

is cerUkily sn hair-dresser ; and ba» a 
large and beautiful family. Weshould'not 
be so prolix in detailing the counexiotfs 
of a woman of this description^ did the 
foeital not lead to thut expressions which 
onoe escaped d^ Marquis, that marked 
io strongly his fofHT^netie, and shews 
h#w much the lady has him onder ber 
dominioii* 

The termagant disposition she possesses 
was once the cause of a mo!6t melancholy 
event ; but iii that CMef^ it is well knc^ij^ 
she was only guilty of im^tiious inad^^r^ 
tency; and could she hate foreseen the 
ronsequence8> would hate endured any 
insult sooner than have precipitated her 
liberal protectBr into so direful a cala* 
Biity. 

But it proves the violence and haste 
of her temper, when she sAid^to Mr« Eg- 
Bert, at the tfitie he entcrfed her tiox at 
the Opera^ and did not behave io her iu 
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a maanef she thougbt suffieiently respect- 
ful^ '' I r^ill set Lord Riverstoa upon 
ymi! ' The dreadful result is too vkoII 
known^ M^hen it came to the bot*head^d 
and impetuous Lord Riverstoi^s know- 
ledge : he net his ddyersar j; they fought^ 
aod LordRmirstdDwaiS mortally wounded* 

For '^ one little month'' the secluded 
hefsdf, id' ill the pomp of meutning', and 
[iageaiijiary o£ woe ; ^he then accepted of 
the ^ropQsak of the Maquis of Dj&rring- 
bright'; who, though he could keep her 
only one €^rriage> instead of three^ was 
yet a Marquis of fashion and fortune^ and 
raaintaiued her munificently. 

As 8h6r was peculiarly attached to the 
elegaudesiof the toilette, she kept coa* 
stantly in her house afan€y«dDe8f;«maker^ 
who received the rudiments of her art 
under the most fashionable of that class, 
in town : and her sole employment in the 
establishment of Mrs. Olderston^ . her 

i4 
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' present mistress^ is to change^ ftlinost dai- 
]y, the form and fashion of her dresses^ 

' and for which she receiTes a very hand- 
some salary. 

The numerous artifices of coquetry 
adopted by females of Mrs. Olderston^s 
class are unexampled : her brother's 
children \i^ere beauteous as little cherubs ; 
it was the pride of Mrs. Oiderston to 
have one or other of these children^ by 
' turns^ dressed at her expence, with ex* 
trayagant profusion^ and seated between 
her and her dear Marquis in his phaeton. 

She accustomed the child to call them 

father and mother, to which the Mar- 

' quis durst not give a negative voice ; but 

consented to. be called papa by the hair* 

dresser's- children* 

The eyes of gentlemeo, who were stran- 

' gcrs to her, were rivetted on the lovely 

mother and her beautiful infant* ^^ What 
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a diviae creature!** tliey would exclaiai> 
^' and what an angelic child !" Those 
who had only a slight knowledge of her 
person^ and situation in life^ did not fail 
to compare her to the goddess of the loveg 
and smiles^ with her infant son. Thii» 
was she gratified in the kindness she shew- 
ed to her brother's children^ by the in- 
terest she excited : while the poor little 
creatures, elevated above their proper, 
sphere, witnessed nothing but scenes of / 
voluptuousness, criminal ease, and afflu- 
ence, and returned to their humble home 
disgusted at it, and dispirited to reflect 
on what they had left behind : while all 
their learning consisted in being able to 
repeat anecdotes of fashionable licenti- 
ousness, duels, crim. con. details, and all ' 
the et aetera of depraved notoriety. 

But what can a poor mjBin, with a large 
family, do in these times of expenqe ? No- 
thing' but his business to support him and 
them ; obliged to toil, in his unhealthy 
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occupation, to gkm a scant j livelihaod; 
trbile, for only the loan of his cliildrcn, 
hi% sister giftt them co9t(y present?, and 
many of the comforts bf Hfe to him and 
his indostrioos wife, which he, in hid 
iifttfKtion, could neter be able to procure. 

Tfce protection Mrs. Olderston aflbrd- 
^ these children, one after the other, 
brings us to that instmce of her furious^ 
temper, her power orer the Marquis of 
DerriiJgbright, who nerer dared to con- 
Iradiel her, to his imbecility, and his. 
want of courage and proper spirits 

Bff*re the death of Lord Ri version, a 
^M?feltook place between two genttemen;, 
«ne a Colonel Newington^ the other an 
officer of rank in the Navy. Trifling 
as was the subject of the quarrel,^ it was 
attended with very seriotLs consequences : 
the p<unctiIio of false honour must be 
^b^epved ; and let the quarrel be only 
abouia Hioakey> a eat^ or a dog> Mak^ the 
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dmne iikiagei of \m Makit^ iii to ^aorifike 
.himself^ or bis frteod; fay fkBhtoMfale 
murder, on the altar of uncurbed passion 
and folly. 

71k raeetiD^ between tbes? two gea^ 
tiemea was fatal : Colonel Newington, a 
fine young maii in the ^ety primi»irf life, 
felt by the hand «f bis antagemii. . 

The j^istols witb which the fat«l deid 
wato committed were peculiarly excellanli 
and nevei^ known t9 fkH in their atmj 
particularly in the hand of a good niadu* 
into. 

Lofd Riverstoflwas alwivysof attnrbti- 
lent temper, prided bittstlf on being an 
excellent shot^ and Pie^wmkAis^ bit 
mark * he could not rest till he got these 
pistols into his pdssessiou \ and at iet%tb, 
iiftet much persistaioa sAdititceaiy on hk 
pa^ purehaaed the«i ofibe N&ryOfiH 
«fer> who bad hilled Ciitewlr IJbV(:ingtoar 

1$ 
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' Atfteriihe death. 'of Xerd Riverfton^ they 
b^me the property of Mrs« Olderston. 

One day the Marquis of Derrkigbrigbt 

vras seated in the dressing-room of the 

above lady^ alid a littli hoy, one of her 

ibcother's'chfldten^ -while .the lovers Mreire 

conversing and ientertaioing each otfaer^ 

Mrs. OMerekm . in high'godd humour; 

the child, who was always improperly in- 

•dulgfad^as well as capriciously and cire- 

.kady corrected^ was routing over some 

.driawears-. which stood ii^ the: apartml^nt; 

piiliin@tiie;various anticl^^ they conttiined 

about, littering the room with themj,,^|^ 

throwing them again in heaps into the 

^cfavfctt; wWi^' theea^y and carel^jjtme 

fsat.laii^ingia*Ai«. Plese^tl^jr^ ^^ !Ci«Bp 

^Q t^e faial pifttojlA* i. , / li u ' s 

.< A ptoficicDt in tcihihf'iilang he vra^ 

•ieouBtooied :tbMKar, i Jtei - took ' tbem, up, 

-iad- said, '" Hiil Ha !a my cl0Y?r hojf ! •' 

Mcs. Oadi^st«fa did dptait firtth^d him$ 
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till he carried theip up to her. , Mamina^ 
I say, these are tlje things that did for 
Newington ! I think they did more than 
wing hina." 

Ail the smiles whicbiliad lately played 

on the face of Mrs. Qldeistoji now fledi 

she,becarae transformed ii>to a fury i shjs 

^ti^rted from her seat,, and .seizing hold 

of the poor child's earfi^./^^Villain/' said 

•slie^i f^ I'll xvifig jou.r' §he ,then tor,e 

his' ears in so unmerciful and shoc^ifig 

,a manner,; that it was really thought, far 

^sometifme, the boy would lose them, as 

a morti^ation was likely to eu^ue. While 

the Marquis sat by, a witness of the out- 

-rageous pffects of her passion and cruelty 

to the.had^mless child, and never said one 

. W9f^ to pai:ify;her, or. pmuade her, tp 

quit the object of her vengeance, 

Exhausted by the fatigue of the punish- 
ment she ha4^ inflicted, and the yioleq ^e 
-qf her passion/ she retired to her chanj^- 
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ber^ while her innoeent and i^Diaed lit- 
tle yictim went to his friend^ the dress- 
maker i who^ shocked at the state she sai¥ 
him in, applied every remedy she cottfA 
think of to assuage the pain^ and stop 
the bleeding: she could gain nothing 
from him, how he cftme in that condition ; 
so incoherent were his words, from sobs, 
and so bitter his lamentations ;; the trem- 
bling Marquis followed htmintotledres^ 
maker's room. '* Good God ! my: Lord 
Marquis,** said the young woman, '* how 
came the ears of this poor child in su<5fa 
a dreadful state.*' He then toW her who 
had mad^ them so, and the cause. 

•* And could you sit by,, my Lord 
Marquis, and suffer a poor, Irttle, help* 
less creature to be treated in so barbarous 
a manner ? Oh fie/* 

*' Indeed, indeed,*' replied the Mar- 
quis, with the utmost trepidattoii dfroice 
and maaneTi *^ I durst net siatj a tyord;$ 
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if I had, she would have sorted me jii«t 
the same j ! assure you she would/* 

It 18^ indeed^ confidently reported, that 
Mrs. OfderstoA has more than once made 
the Marquis feel the weight of her deli* 
cate hand, and the sharpnest of her welF^ 
but not too claselt/, cut nails«. 

Now, amongst the few who ate ac- 
quainted with this authentic anecdote, 
there have been various opinions*^ Whe-^ 
ther the sight of the fatal weapons of 
death remiuded her of the ofd libitunB 
purse which sheenjoyed under thepatron-^ 
age of her late noble protector ^ and her 
three elegant carriages now reduced to one^ 
the Mrfrqurs of Derringbright, from the 
late hca V ^ damages he had paid,^ not being, 
able to lavish so much on her unbounded 
extravagance, without sometimes a little 
tender expostulation j or whether she 
dreaded a kind of FUs|>iciou8 mistrust io 
his temper^ generaUjr iiise|»ar&Ue frotti 
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meanoess of spirit^, yet remains to bo 
cleared up : it has been said^ tiiat the Na-r 
val Officer^ to whom the pistols once be- 
longed, had been spoken of. in very high^ 
terms^ by Mrs. Olderston^ one* evening; 
and that the Marquis left her in dudgeon, 
without assigning;^ and perhaps^ indeed^ 
himself scarcely knowing, the causeof his 
ill humour : but the lady's penetration, 
was like her temper, quick and acute :: 
slie took care to mention the gentleman, 
no more, . 

When the child took the pistols from 
the drawer, she thought the Marquis, 
might take it in his head that the officer 
had left the pistols there, when paying 
her a visit of gallantry : he never knew 
how they came in her possession, or in-^ 
deed that Lord Riverston had purchased 
them.. 

She knew, if he thought his jealousy^ 
well founded of a brave and hamlsome 
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man^ adieu to Jlll lier brilliant comforts^ 
' lier still elegant and plentiful establisB- 
meiit : she must be bumble and submis- 
sive before him, perhaps^ who might be 
• her next friend/ no longer might she dare 
. to b^at;, scratch, or pinch. Ignorant men 
' a,re generally obstinate, and hard to be 
'convinced, when duce they have formed 
an oplnioid ; all tfaese^ or the other re- 
flections, rushed through her bosom, vrith 
the rapidity of lightning, and she wreaked 
her rage and fury on her unfortunate 
nephew. 

The Marquis, who fortunately had 
no other idea than that they had belong- 
ed to the late Lord Ri version, was impa- 
tient to sooth her, and bring her back, 
if possible, to the sweet temper of mind 
she had been in^ before this unfortunate 
observation of her " little darling/' her 
'' sweet blossom in the bud/' as she used 
to call him before accidental visitors, 
who were not fully acquainted with her 
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relationship to hioi. Of her partieubr 
€faaracter : but the submissive mi ibfir- 
ful Marquis durst not address onie wopd 
of comfort to the poor guiltlesa ofieadfcr^ 
nor express even a wish to see his aiiot re- 
conciled to him. However J he succo^dad 
in the end of bringing Mrs. Oldarston to 
better temper J «nd hecontidiies top«9s,ihe 
most of his kisur^ bottrsiui hwJH^Hch^^ 
Mcietj. 
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LORD AND LADY PENWORTHYj 

on, 

THE VICTIMS OF JEALOUSY. 



** I duiM to- wager «tit is honesty 
Lay down my soul at stake ; if you think otherj, 
Remove your thoughts^ it doth abuse your bosom." 



IVo«-^n«t fm wwlds vrovAA I eyer again 
be the eaufie &f jrOtur gtgha and tears^ my 
lielov€d G^orgioa-^lbfgitfs a moment of 
ettot ; for^ve a heart that can fiever he 
guilty but of am excess df lore towards 
you." Such were the words tbeyouugEarl 
of Penworthy addressed to the disconsolate 
daughter of Lord Ranners. Sbe was st 
her piano- forte, solacing by the soothing 
modes of harmony a mind distracted by 
a treatment she bad lately experienced 
frotn her lOTcr. Her elder sister was 
stunding by, turning over the pages of 
the musip-book, when Lord Penworthy 
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Esteem and Regard, solid Basis of Love. 

entered the parlour abruptly, and snatcfa^ 
Georgina's left baud^ bathed it in a de* 
luge of tear&. 

This noblemau had completed his twen^ 
ty-second year^. and left the university 
about six months^ before he fell desper- 
ately in, love with the beautiful and ac- 
complished Georgina. _ His passion was 
pure and sincere^ but of an impetuosity 
which the least obstacle could turn into 
madness^ and of a susceptibility the slight- 
est suspicion would kindle into jealousy. 
A whole year had. revolved siqce he had 
determined to uiute hU. destiny to her's^. 
and the ready consent of their friends 
had made him expect to lead her to the 
hymeneal aUar within a fe^e days ; their 
attachment was mutual^ and . grounded 
upon the solid basis of esteem and regards 
They were envied by every one their re- 
spective happiness ; when a circumstance^ 
we are going to relate^ blew a cloud of 
discontent over the serenity of their days^ 



LOR© AND IiADY PENWOHTHy. 189 



M»« 



The Argylc- Rooms, 



A new burletta had been announced 
at that elegant place of resort, the Argyle- . 
rooms^ and Georgina^ dressed in the most 
tasty and splendid manner^ was to be there 
with her aunt^ the Duchess of Beau- 
variety and her three dashing daughters. 
There she expected to meet the noble 
Lord^ the avowed object of her tenderest 
thoughts ; and she was not disappointed. 
Heknew^ or, however, persuaded himself, 
that he might see her, rIso, out-shining 
the brightest constellations of that even- 
ing; and, indeed, his pride was highly 
gratified by the sense admiration she ex- 
isted in tl)6 heart and' mind of all the 
individuals of the assembly*; bilt this 
mutual and secret enjoyment was not of 
long duration. A naval ofiibeti'k *iUbst 
bewitching cavalier ^ a man' long known* 
for his love of intrigue and j^^^a^yicpn^ 
trived to take his seat by Lady Georgina's, 
and busied himself, dudng the first '^arb 
of the evening's entertainment^ wrth ask* 
ing questions and giving answers to the 
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Ouchesi^ and the four dave^^Iike ^emi* 
gjoddesiefttfhe budbiought imder berprcH 
Meeting wiiigft. 

. Tb« efurl did not relish Ae fa^iiliajtity' 
the captaiu Msumed ia toavemng "wiibr 
the ladies ; but M^b^n be took. Georgiaa't 
ivorj^ <urciilar fan, and, placing at aa^Hi 
ncreeaagaintt Uve ejes of his neighboucti, 
'Whispered Away to her supposed enchaat* 
;edear, the vdart of jealousy^ thebeeoest: 
'Cf her potfioiied arrows^ fle«v aiul emkerfdr 
his heart,. wd nothings but the doeorwoL 
lie owed; to the place, to tbe assembly^ 
to himsdC could prevent his making H^ 
sudden esciat* 

jyi the tortures of martyrdom, the 
mek, the bttming grate, the melted lead 
dropping iai the palpitating veins of the 
irictinis> all the refinery of human fury> 
0a Aom wliom tolerance ever inti^ded 
'te distarets^ &m nothing in comparison 
|0 what tbeL £ery mind, the Volcanic 



ftttoxysm of J«f&lo\isy. 
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bewt «f Jtke^EaM felt for two hours ; lie' 
bit bislips^ and «taiBped onltie fioer ; \^enti 
out, and the air abroad^ instead of cool- 
ings Hie dreadftil con&Rgratiim of his yis- 
c&ety imaed the kindled flame that de- 
yeufod hi» nviiole iiBtaei he eame in 
agoin; the uiipleai^iDg sighiwoi4ed ag;ain^ 
afid mlth increased ragey on bis irritated 
nerves. What hate Uiey d€ine in his ab- 
setace ? W^y, fool 1 Wb^y shootd > yoii 
Idiv^ them to theimelves^P 'See^ siee ! -she 
liatens-M^he loofcs pleased : is not bis* 
hand tpnchiiig^hei*'^ ? Dees tiot his knee 
press the soft and simple fold of herrobe? ^ 
and his feet^*— '' in thia intolerable parox* 
ymm of follyt nf ^madhess^ he r udied >^ut 
of ihe . plaee, and eloae, nvhipt eruelly 
avray by the. unrelentiag^tliang^ of the 
furies^ he .repaimd.to his bMiae/ Theroj 
stttl urgbd ou hythe greeiHefed manater,^ 
I^isnalched'his pen, aad hia ieveied hanA^ 
buMtng tfarai^h the Unet^ ha tfrrateto^ 
Lady Cteoiigifla tha uumk 4 irtrc t si a g , tiuP 
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She is consigned to her Bed. 



most anniliilatiDg note she could ever txr' 
pect from any one in the whole worlcL - 

In vi^in her kind sister Lady Augusta^ 
whose embellishments of mind aod.kind* . 
ness of heart were more than a full com- 
pensation for the plainness of her face, 
and the shortness of her stature ; in yain^ 
did she endeavour to quell the boisterous: 
storm raised on a sodden in Geor^ina's 
passions; swO^ons, faintingi^ and a high - 
fev^r, consigoed her to her bed for three ' 
weeks^ i^:a mostcritkah most dangerous, 
situation* j .\ 

: We shall notidetaia our xeieider . wdtk 
the minute detail of wbatp^assed during^ 
tbi^t space ^fr ttmifi *• 'he. guesses already 
that a thouaaod excusdutory billets, and ' 
i^otes, and letters, and palinodical 6igbts 
qif.y^rsee^, travelled .jevserj dayifr<>m the 
hand of Lord T^mihvthy tb the eiyes^of the 
distressed fieorgiiu. : Bnt his \mexpected 
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Three wbol^ Yean of Ha$ipiness. 
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appeacance^. a& mentioned bef«re>.1iiiau9ht 
a speedy secoBciliatioB;. aad soon sfter^ 
the bans having been published^ they were 
maarried at St. Janaes's ehiireb> and hence 
pasted off to a charnma^ vilia^ belong-- 
ing to the Earl^ in the mscitiioe pact; o€: 
Hampshire. 

. Wha^ a: delightful cepose &>r tiie biou, 
gtapiier^ when through storms and eoa^* 
tradictions^^ diffieuities^ a&d utDw^ggles, &ft 
has brought his heroes to a. spot \iiji6fp> 
thoy can ^njoy somethiog like peace^ 
quiet, and happiness ! Three years ipagsed' 
oyer the united couple^ and^har^y a slight 
eloud dared to obscure their oomfoFtable 
mansion. Two boyr were their delight^ 
and the Countess was pregnant when tbe^ 
Treaty of Amiens was signed. Soon after 
her confinement Lord Penwortjiy pro- 
posed to fulfil his long disappointed- dJ^^ 
dice of seeing France^ and chiefly Pliriar, 
where several of bi& friends had preceded 

VOL. II. K 
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■ He «et8 off for Paris. 

him, in the hope^ often expressed in their 
letters^ of \¥elcoming him there soon. 

• Lord Penworthy set off for Dover with 
a worthy clergy man^ an intimate friend of 
fan; and^ his being in company with a man 
for whom the Countess entertained the 
^utmost and best-deserved esteem^ the se- 
paration was not so distressing as miglit 
have been expected in any other case.^ 
The gay life of Parisian company^ the 
opera> the balls^ and entertainments of 
all sorts^ were unable to banish the beau- 
tiful and ever-beloved image of Georgina 
from the EarPs mind. He loved her ab- 
iient^ and loved her alone ; because she was 
always present to his intellect in the most 
diverting situations he ever found himself 
ii). She was happy, and daily her happi* 
ness increased by the fond hope of receiv- 
ing soon her amiable husband, the tender 
father of her children^ in her chaste em-, 
braces. The day of his arrival drew 
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A Disappointment. 
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near — but, for what cause she could not 
guess, bis letters were less enraptured ; 
there was even a perceivable kind of 
something like coldness pervading the last 
she had received, and her heart began to 
fail within hen To suspect him of per- 
fidy would have been a crime ; to suppose 
fterse/f suspected of being criminal would 
have been a want of confidence and folly. 
She waited with patience, but not with- 
out an increase of anxiety, for the moment 
he was to be restored to her arms* 



r 



Souls of fire, hearts ready to melt at 
long-expected moments of meeting, what 
would you have felt, had you witnessed 
the cold, embarrassed appearance of the 
Earl, the first time he saw his lady and 
diildren— these he took up in his arms, and 
kissed a thousand times before he looked 
at the distressed Georgina, — -^^ Dear, my' 
Lord, well! have done with the bfats," 
said she, in a faultering voice, *^ you will 
leave no kisses for me, if you bestow all 

&2 
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H<^c.^ppiness is flown. 



^gpn^lfGfa; comej mj love^ come. tO: thf 
arxn^i of your b|slove4 Geocgi^a !" aod 
tl^rowiDg her beaUftiful arms round his 
h;^lfrre^uctant neck, she drew him oa the 
^QffL, and oeacly lost her sens^ between 
aj[i.exB.tacy of love ^nd a secret foreboding 
p^ dread. Penworthjr disenga^jed him« 
^If from her embraces, with these dis«* 
traf^tti:^ words : '' Cogif^ my dear, jou 
are foolish/' 

The Ji^^est b^st that blo'v^s> 00 the 
Glaciers of Switzerland, or on the top of 
ISao>r4^"f daqotcoi^a^ the blojpd of the 
iipf) iiM dent t r^^yiel ler^half siOcSpon a^ these fe.W{ 
YPfll^ di4 the purple stream in the bear^ 
q^t^,Cauntes«|( Stie fell ba,ck, senseless> 
^d.tbe servant^, rAing to. her assistance,, 
attrib^ffed her sitiifttij^ iq: an oy£Scqf^\Qg 
of pleasiif^c. axifL deligi|t at l^er m^tiag 
w,\tji her loBgrwisbed-for bu^a^d. They 
were, dpceiyed in their mind^ bujt Uwic 
kind oa4;es ba4 their e9*ept; s)ie recovered^ 
apd pa^ne.dpw^i to dipner witi} tb^ ap- 
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■'Her Misery lis coftfirrfied. 



pe^rance oiF cheerfulness khd c6riten'f. 
Woman can dissemblegrief, but the fiend 
prejs on her rery hearty and makes it 
burst at once whenever she overpowers its 
strenffth. 

, - • ' ... 

, • - • ^ - . 

A tbiT' friecidk hdd be^lnvHed^ and 
\ ^eit eoftviHality brijftgliri ft 'iheitii^fift of 
80tn(9^hifig like h^ppitlesl^ tb the tmibr- 
toiia^e pair. Lady Peiitvorthy rifetltdd to 
faer4roorti^ btft M^hat Wi.% her ilsto^klinaent/ 
^hm^)^^tAtig^pk\i^ th^i l^jr cm h^r drei»- 
ilig4^1d> ^he S^nd it tO be or anony*-^ 
mous letter addressed IMftiOotk t^ het 
husband at Paris; in which her reputation^ 
ier * tha«ti%y, before thkrtla^e atod srince 
i^he w^S a wifc^ were attacked with the 
most glaring impudeiice ? All thli^ she 
read with a dmile^ of dfsdaia! playing 
sifound hep timuUied lips"; buf when slief 
<^me to thesis wbrds, in the very hafld-* 
Ijvriting of fcer suspecting LoM^ *^ deaif 
yourself, if you can, of th^ife afcfehsa^ 
tions;*' the horror of having her inno- 

k3 
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The Book of Happiness is shut. 

cence doubted did overcome her reason. 
Her knees shook against each other^ she 
took bold of the next seat at hand^ and 
fell speechless in it; 

From the hand of the Angel/ whose 
agreeable office ia heaven was to record 
the dajSj the hours^ the short moments 
of Georgina's happiness^ from his trem* 
bling hand^ the immortal pen dropt at 
once^ never to be resumed again. The 
fatal book was shut for ever to entries of 
terrestrial eiijojmentSj and woe to him 
who bid it to close ! 

We ought to consider^ that we shall 
have not only to answer> at the bar of the 
divine tribunal^ how we made tise of the 
few happy minutes of comfortable life 
allowed to our share^ but also^ and after 
the most impartial scrutiny^ whether we 
have delayed^ prevented^ of impaired the 
comforts of others. 
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All is gone for ever. 



The distracted .raiiid of Lady Pen wor- 
thy had sunk into despair; a dreadful 
fever, with despotic »way, had seized on 
her brains, and the assistance of the cle* 
verest men of the- faculty was not able^ 
for a whole fortnight, to force the raging 
distemper to give any sort of cespite to 
the innocent suffieren However^, their 
combined efforts saved her life; but^ 
alas ! they could not call back to her 
intellects that r^ularity of perceptions^ 
thai nicety of judgment^ that never- fail^^ 
log memory, she was so much admired 
for. All was gone for ever ! a continuaJ 
delirium oscillated in her mind, and 
marked with childishness and stupidity 
all her discourses and actions: a few 
lucid moments were of nd other use but 
to present at once, in the most disgusting 
colours to the frightened eye of her dis- 
ordered fancy, the whole of her wretched 
situation ; and, as soon as she had poured 
a^orrent of tears, she relapsed into hec 
deplorable insensibility. 

jl4 
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Bad reasoning. 



Meanwiiite the EarL instead of accus- 
ing faiiDseif AS the cause of his Ladj^'s 
distressiog and hopeless situation^ found 
his suspicions increasing apace, and con-* 
soHdattng - thefOiselTes into oertaintyi 
*^ Had she been ihQocent^ and conscious 
of rectitade^ she would not hate been so 
positively, so powerfully^ struck with the 
sttq)]cion of guilt I She woukl faa^e 
answered me by writings howevef , if she 
did not condescend to > ester into an^f^pain^ 
ful and pe^Mdal diseuM^n on tiie rab« 
j^rt: and who wa» hurt by^tfae know-^ 
ledge i^i he^ i\\ conduct, but iine^ and 
myself alone ? Suppose the ti^le to bav« 
been a modt gross falsehood ; suppose the 
names mentioned in the letter to hare 
been forged, invented ;-Mhe facility of 
clearing herself must baTe induced her^ 
forced her to an explafratimi) to a ready 
and easy disculpation; besides, hbw easily 
oonsoled of, how soon reconciled withj 
my absence! Qh! had her guilitess. heart 
bunit with the immaculate and pure love 
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Hemntimely Death. 
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that animated mine; sht, ih faet lettefs» 
would haTe comp^kiodd of delaj^. of inf 
diffiereiice^ of firrgetfuliiesss: but lioi she 
sat down confeidt, when, all &e divdvsiofo 
of my ^0urncj could not^ for .a tingle 
minute^ batiish or withhold hdr/tbcb/ be- 
loved image from my lortntBd' mifid* 
Besides^ is not the miaerablfe .state of 
hei^ mind^ :bor very insanitgr^ a JadgiBmt 
^f eter-impariial FrovideAce oh tte eci* 
thinah - •. . ?'' .. ' 



* J 



Such were the ui^ust and wicked epn- 
^tructions this unfortuiuLte sUte^f unr 
grounded jealousy was coDt^))laUy,p^^ 
ting on a case, where all the blame, all the 
criminality, <i|.waited him*. ^ Tiv& .^ard 
elapsed^ aod. the most a^taitivft caij6f ^f a 
famous physician cou{d^.f|o<^.j:ecaU h^r t^ 

seose, to comfort} iS^ft4.JFt l^t> ^l^^h^ 
>gradually, by a sl^^rdeQ^su^^ ^^tp thegrpky^, 
she left a wotld where sh^ itad b^^ sO 
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Howeyer,it was not before she begged, 

E 5 
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Conclusion. 



as a justice due to her memory^ that this 
humane doctor^ v^ho attended her^ would 
promise to enquire, after her deaths into 
the abominable conspiratioa against her 
peace of mind> and to endteavour to find 
-out the vile authors of so abominable a 
transaction . The physician was indefati* 
gable in his researches^ and his exertions 
were crowned with success : for^ two 
months after the funeral of the mach-de- 
plored Countess^ he placed in the. Lands 
of Lord Penworthy such proofs of his 
wife's innocence^ and of the whole machi* 
nation^ that the niame of the author of th^ 
anonymous letter was soon ascertained. 

Lord Ptawortfay^ inconsolable for the. 
loss of his beloyed GeOrgina^ dragged 
in retirement the remnant of a life that 
had beeome burthensome to himj and 
just twelve months after the death of his 
Lady 1^ fit of appoplexy^, as he was riding 
in Hyde-parkj threw him off his horse^^ 
and put an end to his misery. 



TITE CI-DEVANT' 

LADY ELVIRA TEMPLEDON. 



'< lo te chiamo, in te spero, e in quell* altczza ' 
Puoi tn sol pormi^ ond^ sospinta fai.' 

Tasso, Gierusal. Del. 



^'I COULD kneel down^ and kiss the ground 
she last trod Aipon^ live upon her celestial 
smiles^ and banquet on the comtemplar* 
tion of her exquisite form!" was the 
passionate exclamation of a fashionable 
youths as he sat on a sofa^ in the Opera 
tea-room^ and gave the rhapsodical an* 
swer to a youog man^ just arrived from 
the university of Oxford^ and who had 
asked him^ who that lovely woman was^ 
who had j ust taken a glass of orgeat from 
an elegant looking nobleman^ with a star 
and red ribbon. However^ the question 
being repeated^ he soon replied^ that 
she was the then celebrated beauty of 
fashion^ Lady Elvira Templedon. 
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Hymen's Scepter is made of Gold. 
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We suppose no lady ever combined be-* 
fore so much sweetness of countenance, 
with so perfect a model of abescutiful face: 
nor was her form inferior ; grace accom* 
panied all her movements ; she was a fine 
height, and|n3f feci in»hape and symmetry. 

Should we believethat an Earl's daugh* 
ter, so gifted^ had y^t a^ttained b^r twenty 
ferixth year without ati offer of miarriage ? 
Beauty^ titlt^, edo cation, and mental enx 
dowments, ^ll are too triiing in ibis 
century, if ftiboey is not throvrn into the 
«ifcale along with th^m, to make it go 
'^wn i and Lady Elvira l^empl^don Was 
wHhout thctt great lequiifirrte for a f«iskioti^ 
a%le tfrarriage — fortune* 

A valiant Mn of Neptune had lofig ad* 
mifed her, but he fcnew it would not be 
io bis pew^rto leave her sufficient, durtiig 
bis frequent absences, to support her. ff 
she had but a little of her own, he should 
not care, h^Mtd; ht would leave her rfrtW 
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The Stirtg ot Calumny. 

to support herself ^ith ! God knows^ he 
nevet shewed himself very munificent in 
bis allowances to her on those departures^ 
which his country and sovereign required 
of him. 

The fairest fruit is always liable, as 
has been justly remarked, to be attacked 
by the snail, the wasp, and other destruc- 
tive creatures ; and there are a class of 
low men, who pretend to think, if a wo- 
man is fair she must be frail. 

An infamous wotk was published, 
which, as it peculiarly libelled one who 
was allowed to be the most lovely as shB 
was the most unfortunate of her sex, so 
it cruelly, and without provocation, or 
the smallest cause, slandered thi^ beautiful 
Lady Elvira, in terms too gross and vul- 
gar to be repeated ; and which caused 
"the calumniated lady, for some time, to 
be called by a very ludicrous nickname. 
Conscious, however^ how groundless 
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She marries. 



were thisscribbler's acouAaticms; and per* 
suadedby all her. noble friends to bring 
him to punishment^ she commenced an 
action against him ; . in which he was pro- 
nounced guilty of a scandalous and infa-r 
mous libel against Lady Elvira^ and 
condemned to pay her two: thousand, 
pounds. 

Captain Greathead^ having an eye4o a 
little money^ as well as for her lady ship> 
now made his proposals in due form; 
Lady Elvira had no objection to his per- 
son^ thought .him a worthy man^ and 
soon gave him indisputable and legal 
right to the possession of her. charming 
person. 

For some little time, the honey-moon 
not being long over, they were the hap- 
piest wedded pair : but Greathead muat 
to '^ sea again." Much of her two thou- 
sand pounds was expended ; and it is said, 
that be informed her, his voyage would 
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She becomes poor. 
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be but sbort,. and left her no more than 
what remainedof that. 

But she knew how to economise ; she 
managed her pecuniary and domestic 
establishment well ; and fondly and anxi- 
ously expeqted the arrival of her husband 
from his voyage. 

He- returned, delighted^ charmed with 
her society ; made a short expensive stay^ 
and left her very poor. . 

Still she did not repine ; she still loved 
her husband ; she. had as yet no idea of 
being faitlUess> the thought would have 
filled her mind with horror. But the 
Greatbeads are not destined to be happ^ 
in their wives j the change of affectionate 
conduct begins with themselves ; and 
inconstancy and ill-treatment are too apt 
to cause a retaliation. 

Captain Greathead returned again ^ he 
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Gratitude caisHy kifidles itito Love. 



found kis beauteous tvife in embarrassed 
circumstances^ absolutely distressed for 
money ; and vfe are told^ though yve do 
not assert it^ as a fact^ thstt he^ not only 
treated her unfeelingly, but left her 
poorer than before. He, however, pf cf- 
mised at parting, remittances which, we 
believe, were never sent; 

Prom such usage a woman naturally 
turns with contempt and disgttst. To 
kindness, to persuasive tenderness, t^ 
friendly assistance, (unheedful of the spe- 
cious, selfisli interest, \vhich actuates the 
donor, ) she mclines, with increasing con- 
fidence, gratitude, and esteem ; the con- 
tempt and disgust, by a repetition of ill- 
treatment, she receives on One side, iSobn 
grows into confirmed hatred; the assailaiit 
increases his kindness and attentions ; 
under the ma^k of disinterested friendship 
he becomes more insiuuatittg) and grati* 
tude and esteem for him easily kindle 
into love: he perceives it; ptirdues bis 
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A feithless Husband makes a fohhless Wife. 

advantoge ; and thus a neglected and 
iiUtreaied wife is often made guilty of 
a bfeach of her marriage-vows, first can* 
eeUitd by an ungrateful husband, who 
is in fact the primary cause of her infi^ 
d<dity. 

'Lady Elvira Was ^ne of these unhappy 
riotiins. On heir subsequent chaste con- 
duct, on her fall, on the behaviour of 
her Ikiihlees and intonsidetafe httsbaiid> 
we leave ib^ reader to mate what cdttt"^ 
lMnt« and reflections he pleases, vi^e utill 
adopt, repeati and nbaintain that ideb, ihkt 
^' it k too oflen the faHblesrs husband 
that makes the faithlest^ wife/' 

A worthy pillar of the thurfch tva* 
l>ot, however, afraid to take her as hiiJ 
lawful helpmate. *' Shorn hast thou 
been,*' thought he, ''and to the quick.** 
Me saw the naturally virtuous bent of 
her mind, and that affection and tender- 
ness shewn towards her would ever keep 
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She marries again , and is happy. 

it in its pristine rectitude.- She received 
his preferred hand with gratitude^ re* 
verence^. and^ esteem ;. he treats her with 
unremittiug kindness^ and they have now 
been some years patterns of domestic^ 
happiness, without a wish for the noisy 
and tumultuous pleasures of fashion and. 
dissipation. Lady £ivira> the once ce- 
lebrated Lady Elvira. Templedon^. whose 
presence was anornament totheball-rooro> 
the Gala^ and the Opera-house> where 
she shone the ^' fairest of the fair^'' now 
confines herself to her own conjugal and 
maternal ciccle^. where she reign^p in 
sweetness and simplicity^, in the hearts of 
her admiring family: she is now blest 
in an husband who knows how to appre^ 
elate her merit ^ who possesses a mind 
above all narrow prejudices; knows how 
to estimate that virtue^ which combining 
circumstances only caused to slumber 
for a moment ; and who can> with that 
true charity which ever ought to ac* 
company hi^ high calling, pardon invor- 
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Conclusion. 

luntary error, while his honest indig- 
nation despises the rigid, pharasaieal 
h vpocrite, that affects ta shudder at the 
name of vice, and even indiscretion, be- 
cause never assailed or exposed to temp^ 
(fttion. 
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^* Nam Homae quis non ?— Ah, si fas diccrc ! Sed fas." 

PcRS) Sat. 



'' NoW:, I hope, ladies/; said the Mar- 
quis of Wajtham, addressing hit mpihen 
ami sister^ ^' you will give me credit for 
not only ^eta^ling the character of tbi^ 
dissolute Yii^y, but alsp t^H^owing yoWD'* 
tarily into the eveoing^s eptertainnijeBt 
the characters which followed/' — ^^ Yes/' 
replied the Duchess^ laughing, '^ we are 
bpuodto thank you ; but I cannpt forbiear 
sipiliBg at the curious way you miogle 
and contrast your characters/' 

'' My dea^ Ducbessj" said, Lady Char- 
lotte, '' I hope., you will pardon me for 
diJffiering from you, but that is wh|£it I so 
much, adpiir^e, L like the character of a 
trii^y. viijtuous. mind sometimes to follow 
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Observations. 

that of a vicious one : it reconciles 
us to the worlds and encourages us to 
hopc^ that there are almost an equal por- 
tion of good as >vell as bad in it/' It 
is certainly a just remark/' said the 
Duchess, '^ and so you shall both go on 
as you please >yith the qitertainment you 
truly afford me." '^ Oh ! for my part, 
I have done/* said Lady Charlotte. '* I 
think, for the short time we are to stay 
here, it is you, now, my dear brother, 
who must furnish us both with charac- 
ter and anecdote/' 



US 



dpropos/* said the Duchess/' ^'you 
have been in town, PhiKp; yob 'can 
tell us, perhaps, soiiie little anecdote or 
other'/' ^' 

The Marquis changed countenance ; 
his unfortunate mother could not per- 
ceive his embarrassment, and thought he ' 
was only silent from trying to recollect 
somethings But, like a true libertine, Jie 
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Fashionable Deception. 



felt, after a few moments compunction^ 
more ashamed of the tempora^ry remorse 
than of the cause which gave birth to it. 
What a fool, thought he, ami! How 
many men of fashion are there, who have 
seduced.twenty foolish girls, while it only 
adds to their celebrity; but I see my 
mother is growing moral; the time was I 
could have ventured to tell her where I 
had been, I must now ha\e recourse to 
£Edsehood, 

'' Why to tell you the truth/' said he, 
^' I did not go on to London with Per- 
nonville : I met with an old fellow Eto- 
nian^ and we took an excursion up the 
country quite another way^ It was Sir 
Richard Tomlinson,who was such a stick- 
ler for the rights of ih^soUdisant Duke 
.of Fairborough/* 

This, and what he was going to relate, 
was in some part true ; as he did meet 
the above-mentioned Baronet is one of 
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A dark Bvuiaew comfoitably settled. 



1^16 rambles^ and be conversed inrith dtt* 
M'f^r.<|Uis ooi his favoutite theme. 

Pfiay/' said the Du^shessj *^* how if 
tlmt afiaiv, likely to termiQate ? It alwaTs^ 
I mMSt say^ a{^eared to me rather a dark 
biuineM.*' 

^' So. I think the result proves/' said 
the M«rqui8> '' the poor felliDw did not 
want the title, he only wanted tbeportilMi 
of lands and their demesnes^ which his 
n^ine a<id family give him the right to : 
but distressed with the heavy pressuDe of 
law expeoces> he has accepted of an hand*- 
^pme aJlowafice from the Duke, to wiili- 
4r4W his, claijns and hold his tongue !" 

'^ Well, my dear Philip,** remarked 
the Duchess, '' it gives me gresit satis- 
tion to think, that no one will ever have 
it in th^r power to dispute your claims 
tp tfae riohea and honours of your anoea* 
tpj:» : ewpli^ th^m MrelU aud>adprfl them. 
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ilijr good fellow ; and db not 'think this 
advice proceeds/ only, from your mother 
being in a gf eat degree shiit out from 
the pleasures of the world. The perfect 
conviction which is come home to my 
mind of their futility, and the close prox- 
imity of many of them to vice, alone dic- 
tate -what I say to you. I should be 
sorry to see you resemble the Duke of 
Fiiirborough." 

'' Oh ! he never was a lady's man, 
that's certain,'* said the Marquis : ^' but 
speaking of claims, what will not power 
do ? Now, what do you think of the 
claims of our wild Irish friend ? The 
ward of Sir John Aylesbury, brother to 
the Duchess of Stbrbridge.** 

*' You mean that good^nntured young 
man. Sir George Berlin,*^ said Lady Char^ 
lotte, '* I never heard Utit particulars of 
his story.'* 

VOL. II. L 
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Allusions. 



" I* w^ but sbort," rcRUpil % Mv^ 

4^?qf a^ the'd^y-; hul; yet tl^at. ^ye*. o^il 
]glT,6 l^im bis lawful ii^ntm^" 

^ • • • 

Jb^e^ieye a g^nt wai| giiea in son]!^ j^igfii 
^J!?i?*^ ffakef i^ no l^nge? lu^^ w4 4^ 
M^bich what he will receiye» wl}^ hf 
comes of age> is one portion of that wealth 

..... • ♦ < i I 

, f' Very pos^ible:^ s^iid; ^Ije ]V[9;rq^iii, 

5' they; all dwinjileil ui^ci|Ccmpstd,ii0iiis ff9^ 
lli^ first favoured, ^nceitpr, ^11 tl^.%r 
^nif^ by Qconoiaj^ i/i«r ^e.c|frei?i|6, 9^r 
decrease of pcogep^y, . aj>cw%v;Lj^t^ a^ it 
was derolving down to the present owner, 
iwhf>f, gojwl-w^wed geiw w^«k ^^l^"^'^ *>® 
put oflf bj a story pf gwini^ w, ^iw^^bilffifr 
At pfes(&nt he ia'^H^li* a;3^ij^og Isishrlf^ 
such a dear nonentity of good-na^^i^ ^ 
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A nice Point discussed. 



simplieity^ ihsi, so Uttleb&ve I to say of 

tiim^ he will bot fill a page ; btit> of 

course^ Cfaarlotie^ you know, ihat one of 

our miglity mmiarchs^ who was raiber 

weak-'ininded^ aad not over-strong in the 

upper story, though he wiihed lo be 

•thought a prodigy of learning, was most 

i^iolently attaelied to Sir George BerliH^s 

great, great, great, I donh know ho# 

many greats, gi^andfathers ;' from whoia 

^3ir George is descended in a^ direct line* 

Now I should i magics be was heir to hia 

-ancestors' houses, as well as their for* 

tunbs ; and that, if sueh was the ease^ 

he might, as it was a part of inheritance^ 

inhabit even ^' The Temple of the Godsj'* 

•if it was his birth*right f But the Duchess 

knows best/* 

'^ Oh !'* said the Duchess, « I do not 
exatly assert what I told you, but I think 
1 have heard something of the kind ; ask 
your father, when 3'ou see him ; he knows 
more of those matters than I do«" 

L 2 
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Conclusion. 



The superb and elegant time piece-over 
the gideboard now gave the silver sound 
of three ; the Marquis as he put his hand 
on the silken cordon, to ring for his valet's 
attendance^ said, '' No w,at our next read- 
ing I will really give you the sketch of a 
profligate wife (for she is more than ^mo- 
lute) in the character of Lady Eagleton.'* 
^* Oh ! she ii a sad woman !" said Lady 
Charlotte. ^^ I have seen her* amiable 
daughter, Clarissa, very often at the Dow- 
ager Lady Burbright's ; I should like to 

.h^ar something of Lady Eagleton's par- 
ticular character ; for frequently I have 
seen Miss Clarissa Eagleton enter the 

' Dowager's hospitable mansion, as if dress- 
ed in haste, and with the recent traces 
of tears on her interesting countenance." 



THB- 

DOWAGER LADY EAGLETON. 



** O ! curvs in terras Animae l" PiRi. 



Ihis Lady had the honour of being 
united in marriage to one of those brave 
naval heroes, who- do credit to their Conn- 
er j, and the cause they pledge their personli 
Uhd valour to support.. 'He had every 
claim to her affection, by the graceful 
manliness of his person^ by unremitting 
kindness to her, which she ill-deserved ; 
and, one should imagine, that the envied 
glory of calling so renowned .an officer 
her lord and husband, would have made 
her pride herself in the consciousness of 
being the faithful and beloved wife of 
such a man. 

• But where is proper pride and innate 
dignity fled, when womaii steps wantonly 

l3 



1 



332 LOKOOK CHARACTERS.^ 



' I ii ..'■ 



Insulted Wives, and Revenge. 
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out of tbe path of bOQOur, andj pleased 
with exploring that of vice^ rushes .on 
still further into its labyrinths, till she 
suffers her mind to be totally deprayed? 
Her he^rt is soon the abode of deceit, her 
countenance unblushing^ and a stranger 
to shame. 

Lady Eagleton was a faithless abaop 
doned wife ; «ad» after the death of her 
pliant buriband, she rioted in licentious 
depravity> too gross, too sensual, to oc- 
cupy much place in these volumes 

Her pi^seut favourite she has lived 
with tnaoy years ; a needy and dastardly 
character, who c^lls himself an officer of 
rank iu the British army. This man is 
actually Supported at her ladyship's ex* 
pen^e, to the great detribieDt of her chil* 
dren, and she herself is yet young enough 
to have more; which spurious brood 
must c6Dseqti4ntiiy add to her expeaces, 
and cco^ibute to tbe bereaving bor le- 
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UiiWdHh^ NtrsMnd. 



gitimite •ffspring of thenr just inllierlt. 
unci. 



• V 



'' Biil Af rrvir^ Iwd die t^ i" 

Is often proved to be the to0 itut pre- 
verb of an ancient Greek philosopher. 
WiHi Urn enwpHoA «f th€ pf «d^t laord 
Eagleton, md hii yirtii6«b tai raff^Hrvg 
iist^r^ Olati^sa> it in b>it tvo nftieh veri- 
fied iu Lffdy £a^l^«ir^ ell^d^tia. 

■ 

Her tftUkefit datigllfei', Mt». Rofrhfafd^ 
i$^ to be sure^ ifi many i^(^d^ects> a wbtnan 
'^ mote • sinned a^insFt thtm tfitming :**^ 
ber kusbsHid wdM cruel to Ih^r, bratal^ aDd. 
»iiqiiit0tiis^ m a ^abve&il d#gre^. 

Her mother had, by her o\m e*a«f>1e; 
taught her to hold the marriage-Vdws m 
but very little reverence. She, therefore, 
easily brok^ thi'ough ^i^m : and, detest- 
ing her abominable husband, she sought' 
consolation in the arms of a Captain 

l4 
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A generous Behaviour. 
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Dormer ; vrho,tbotigh he had prevailed on 
her to falsify the promise she had made 
at the altar, was yet in character, and 
in all the amiable virtues of the heart, 
the very contrast of the v^^icked ,Mrs. 
Rochford* 

A divorce vt^as the copseqneD^e of 
Mrs. Rochford'9 imprudence,, and high 
damages were adjudged- to the Cap- 
tain; vvhp^ poor fellow, too indigent in 
circumstances to pay them, has ever been 
obliged to conceal himself to avoid impri- 
sonment, and lives now in the most retired 
seclusion with Mrs.Rochfbrd ; and^ with 
i^ nobleness, of mind worthy a better 
cause,. declares no power on earth shall 
make him forsake her ! while the scanty 
income of the proscribed wife supports 
them both. 

The other married daughter, Mrs* 
Ireton, bids fair to equals if not to ex- 
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Shameful Connexion. 



M*M>M>aa>a 



ceed^. her abandoned mother in licentious- 
ness; indeed^ she has already exceeded 
her in infamy of conduct^ for we have 
never yet heard that Lady Eagleton had 
any incestuous connexion ! 

We cannot help commiserating, and, 
indeed, in some respects^ we could almost 
iBnd an excuse for the behaviour of Mrs. 
Koch ford ; when it is certain^ that her 
infamous husband, and as equally in* 
famous sister, were actually guilty of a 
criminal correspondence under the same 
roof with the injured wife I 

The horror this excites in a mind 
possessed in the least degree of delic£(cy^ 
forbids us to expatiate largely on so 
dreadful a connexion. Their ' letters^ 
their guilty intercourse, the remai'ks she 
made to her depraved lover of her sister's 
iealousy, were all detailed some time ago 
in a popular periodical work: she affects^ 

VBL her letters^ to be actuated by an almost 

i . - . . . i 
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A l?if>itfait. 

idolatrous love for Mr. Rochford ; but 
nobody believes it. 

The amiable Clarissa is greatly to be 
pitied ; sorry we are to be compelled to 
place her among such n set of worthless 
beings ; though making a part of her own 
family and alliances : and she^ to whom 
she is to look up for example^ instruction^ 
and every good qualification^ that should 
guide her conduct iii the future course 
of her life, is, from her lime of life, from 
the situation she holds of a mother, and 
that of a woman of rank, the most blame- 
worthy of the abandoned party. 

But, unswayed by ill example, vice has 
given that seasonable impression to the 
young and naturally virtuous tnind Of 
Clarissa, as only to make her detest it: 
all the noblest part of her father's spirit 
animates her bosom. She turns, disgusted, 
from the sight of her mother's depravity ; 
and is often obliged, fro£Q the shameful 
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conduct she witnesses^ to quit the society 
of this her only surviving parent^ and sit 
for whole days immured in her apart- 
ment, to avoid the company of rakes of 
fashion, and their mistresses, with whom 
Lady Eagleton makes no scruple of asso- 
ciating.. 

The consequent scenes such company 
as their^s, who have cast oft' every sense 
of outward shame, must afford to a young 
lady, whose mind is possessed of virtue 
and delicacy, are disgusting in the 
highest degree: Miss Clarissa Eagletou 
is an ever-welcome guest amongst the 
virtuous nohility ; who know her sad and. 
pitiable situation; and they are fully 
capable of estimating her true worth, at 
the same time that they hold in just de- 
testation the character of her licentious^: 
mother^ 
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THE DUKE OF STOWBRIGHT, 



•* Concofdia Discon /' 



1 HIS nobleman might truly be said fa 
stand unrivalled in the list of titled ama" 
teurs in music; and^ indeed, it was ever 
the ruling passion of his breast* Hi» 
first wife^ from whom he had been many 
years divorced^ was fair as the Houris of 
Mahomet's paradise ; and was one among 
the most celebrated beauties of her day : 
but^ no doubt, she felt the pride of that 
beauty often offended by the preference 
given to a new piece of music ; or^ perhaps^ 
a new fiddlestick has even taken up more 
of his lordship's attention (for he was 
then only Marquis of Rushton,) than, 
her ladyship's superior charms. 

She found them far higher estimated 
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Divorce and Marriage.— i^n Aria, 



by tto handsonrtf ^'^^^'"^ iolficcr ; Vho be- 
came so fervently attached to the Mar- 
chioness of RushfffR^ Ihat he could not 
suffer himself^ even for ooe ^ay, to be out 
of her company. A mutual attachmeui^ 
took place ; and her husband soon ob« 
tained a legal separation, with liberty 4^ 

both parties to itiarty a^arrt. 

* ... I 

The officer, ffiotfgli hy rfo tti^kni, 
th^, a itiati of fortune, imtamtfy t^cfddcrf 
the object to \Vbotti be was W liirictlr^- 
ly attached; kr\d th^y |r^s'sM ibrfl^ 
drtys in retirertiettt • ber ladyship S50u 
iriaklng her setcfdA htr.^bitrd feh bappy 
father ; an hotiotir' W Kbitflf ^tfll^'Bfdk^ ot 
iSf owbright tie\6i attained. 

Ah interregnum to6k j[)Ta<5e betweefi 
fhe* fiif&tahd iecbndmafria^ of liis Gfricfe^ 
titi'^ing which time,.' rtfc'inking a lady a 
requisite dppenaageVo ^ mlin* of fashion^ 
and, since the loss of his late better half> 
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The MctomftniR-MorbBs, con Am$ft, 



Tying again) it is feported, that he at- 
tached hiimelf to a feoiale whf> Was 
living separate from ber husbi^nd: this 
was the celebrated Lady Penwell, a wit 
and an authoress ; but hei^ iilcre^fing 
en^bon-'point, and the vulgarity of be*r 
manners^ very soon, we are toW^ put a 
peridd to this amorous establishmeiit ; 
and> it is tAm said^ that the ladj^ bailed 
the jojful tidings of the connexieo being 
diiss^lved^ as his Grace wak by m> meiHis 
the kind of man adapted to iier taste* 

The Diik€ of Stowbrighi now Jed the 
ebaste Hfe of a foichelor ; and gslre faimn 
i^t xjpy "ir^ii^ HEiOie ^thasisusm than evM> 
t<3^ his ffttdUr^e sdenee: iris : house t^^s 
€i1bvd^d mih ffllliiciani^ ^' fy&m tiM&i 
till flight/' mA iiear«ely aoiild ikWy ^m 
«ihidve witli 4Ufety, Wo fiu«is^#us liftd 
Vat$Mi$ w^^ ffte 'di^«!«ilt iHsMiikileliti iff 
^Mtniowy trhich fitted i^ dll^st i^6i^ 
aipatrtiMnt of bt!^h tlMi «^<#te iliNl e^ati^y 

residence <^f his Gtntie/ fttfd mtfd« iSbeM ti^^^ 
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A Reteareh for Harmony in the Arms of Hymen. 

pear like two grand repositories for the 
sale of musical instruments^ or a Neapoli* 
tan (^ofiservatorio. 

The Duke being engaged one evenrng 
in the country^ at a private music party^ 
he was so charmed by the scientific skill 
of a young lady^ who made one of the 
company^ and who obligingly took her 
part as a performer^ that he could not 
cease to think of the fair object all the 
whole night and succeeding day^ who 
had so completely ravished his ears: as 
this organ is allowed to be one of the 
shoHest passages that lead to the hearty 
no wonder^ if his musical grace felt hk 
certainly touched. ''She is in respect^ 
able^ genteel life," thought he. '' She ia 
the daughter of a gentleoian ; she pos-^ 
sesses sych charming musical . powers, 

' that I think I should be supremely happy 
to pass my days with her ! What a fund 
of rapturous entertainment will she ever 

.have in store for that harmonic predileCf* 
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tion I possess ! I will wait on her fath r ; 
I will hope to obtain the charming girl's 
consent, and domestic happiness may y^ 
be mine. 

It was not long before his Grace put 
in execution the resolution be had formed. 
Miss Paynton had> as yet, experienced 
no tender attachment, and she was not 
careless of improving the impression she 
perceived she ha4 made on the Duke of 
Stowbright : and yet, her good sense 
often told her that, ungifted as she was 
by fortune or title, he could hardly 
think of making her his Duchess t but 
theii his discourse to her was of such an 
lioiiourable kind, how could she doubt 
it ? Her doubt, however, soon subsided, 
by his inaking proposals of marriage to 
her father in due form : still she could 
not help being surprised at it ; she had 
no fortune at all ! and the highest struc- 
ture of aerial castles, which could enter 
into the prolific imagination of a young 
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A grand and everlasting Concert. — tuUi- 



female mind^ never presented to her ^hfi 
j)rosptct of sharing a ducal coronet ! 

They were soon married ; and the 
Duke's second wedding was as mag* 
nificent, and the presents of his bride as 
costly^ as if she had bestowed the high 
rank upon him^ instead of his eleyating 
her to. his, 

The musical entertainments were no^Ar 
without end: in the Duke's mansion 
nothing was heard but a continual con- 
cerlj from morning to night : the Duke's 
bass-yio], the Duchess's piano-fort^, hex 
hsLvp, tier voice^ for in all she exceTled^^ 
made his Grace fancy himself already 
transported above the spheres : — ^What 
wedded }iarmony ! 

About two years dfter their marriage^ 
they happened to be at a fashionable 
watering-place, where a ball was given 
one evening, at which were present all 
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Coi^Q^ Meeting.— /^A jindtthie, 

ihe nobility aissembled there ; aad^ io»- 
deed^ every one> as is customary ia those 
placesi who Imd any pretensmns to rank 
in the circles of fashion* Amongst the rc&t 
was Lady Penwell ; and Sir Andrew Pen- 
vftll, her husband^ whom that lady had 
Bot met for several years^ was standing 
close to the Duke and Duchess of Stow'* 
bright during one of those pauses which 
generally take place between every second 
jdance« 



Lady Penwell^ who had long laid 
every exterior of deeoram^ walked up, 
:With her usual matchless efirontery, to 
.her cUdevant husband) and said^ loud 
enough io be heard by every 'by-staader> 
'^ Sir Andrew^ you are grown very thiq ! 
I am told you have a fine young lady ; 
but you do not look so well as vyheuyou 
'ijoere in mt/ -keeping!" She then, with 
her arms stuck on her more than pltlmp 
sides, gave a very knowing, significant 
look at the Duke of Slowbright : he 
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trembled^ he felt assured that his turn 
-would come next ; but she contented 
herself with viewing his long neck, with 
stretching ap her own fat throat, and 
smoothing it up and down with her hand, 
she caused a general smile amongst those 
who saw the manoeuvre i "while she, with 
affected ndiveiS, said, ^' What is tire 
Crochet, now ?" 

The Duchess, disgusted at her coarse- 
ness, which she felt half-inclined to think 
really proceeded from inebriety, f ook the 
arm of the Duke, and motioned for hfs 
departure to the other end of the room : 
but his Grace knew Lady Penwell too 
weir to think she would let him escape, 
by changing his place ; a close pursuit 
would have been theh her highest grati- 
fication. 

He affected a slight indisposition; Lady 
Penwell was not without good-nature, 
she turned from him, and renewed her 
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An Adagio too tnucb of a good Thing;. 

attacks upon her husband ; and the 
Duke and Duchess soon left the entertain- 
ment* 

. The Duke of Stowbright,, we beKeve, 
always cpptinued to be well satisfied with 
his secoud visit to the altar of Hymen : 
and, indeed, he had every reason ; for his 
present Duchess is possessed of a grateful 
heart, true unUepiished virtue, a cnlti<^ 
vated mind, and rarely apcopiplished ; 
though her face is not strictly handsome^ 
it is pleasing, yet a dejecteduess, for a 
few years' back appeared to overcast her 
once lively countenance : her height and 
form would ever be elegant, but she had 
then lost every proximity to en-bgn-point, 
and was pxtremely tjbin. 

Though we do not say it applies to 
her grace, yet how often do we see the 
maxim of the immortal Greek bard veri- 
fied, that, 

^ The belt of gifts beyond ibeir mcaumckj.** 



^ 
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An busbtnd must be more tboo a kkug 
of crotcbetftAiid ^ui^vers to reader « mi& 
bappy: no gift is more desirable tban that 
of an harmonious voice ; but to be obli|^ed 
to eiert it^ at all times^ and on every oc- 
casion^ to please or accompany the enthu* 
siastiCj renders it painful in the possession* 

No one accomplishment seems more 
heaven^lescended than that of Music; 
but i/^biBn it is tortured to everj% the 
most minute^ precision of science^ it 
tlien becomes earthly^ and only like a 
species of ingenious mechanism. 

When a man unites to the crabbedness 
of disposition often attendant on old age^ 
the character of an enraged musician^ 
Mrho is in n^ortal agonies at the acciden- 
tal striking of a false nqtCj or the snapr 
ping of a fiddle-string; music^ tben^ is 
no longer the dulcet^ harmonious^ th^ 
Orphean art> which soothes and subsides 
the atigry passions i|a they are risingj 
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but becomes only a source of disquietude; 
and much as these professed amateurs 
aim at true harmony^ the divine art in 
them^ and too often in their families^ 
produces nothing but discord*. 



» , 
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SIR JOHN AND LADY SOMER- 

VILLE* 



* * Otti, sans dtie vilain on pent "dtre €condme. *' Mot i e r b. 



This worthy knight is a country gentle- 
man pf large fortune j who, though 
several years ago, from his frequent re- 
sidence in the metropolis, from his larg® 
fortune, his respectable family, and the 
elegance of his manners, he might have 
rankedamong the fashionables of London ; 
yet has, now, long since quitted the capi- 
tal, and devotes himself to the quiet 
pleasures and comforts of a country life. 

Social and generous, his house is 
never the mansion of seclusion ; it expe- 
riences ajy^rpetual crowd of visitors, 
][)oth in the summer and winter seasons : 
in the former may b^ found at his superb 
dwelling, many, very ijiany, of the fashion- 
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Hit old Age. 



able loungers of the dav^ in search of 
novelty ; and in the lattef season, attracted 
by the sports of the field, and his exquu 
site October, all the keen lovers of bunt« 

• • • • ^ 

iiig and shooting are seen in abundance* 

Sir John Somervilla verges on eighty 
years of age : his lady, a very amiable 
but truly eccentric character, is two or 
three years older ; they are the most 
cheerful, merry> old couple, that can 
possibly be conceived ; owing, {Perhaps, 
to that constancy and adcction they have 
ever entertained for each other from 
their youth, till the present hour. Both 
being of a very spare habit of body, their 
true age is become perceptible in them; 
and^ though some years ago they appeared 
iPMch younger than they were, they now 
shew eMiry symptom of that great age 
io which they have attained : indeed, the 
conatitutipn of Sir John hag alwa^H 
been rather delicate ; but though aH na- 
tural warmth seem to have departed from 
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Their'Protcg^e, the Dwarf. 
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tfceir bodies, their hearts glow with all 
the fervour of bcnevolente • and charity. 

• ■ 

• They never had any '^hildrto-; and 
though the affectionate mind of Lady 
Somerville finds am|rle satisfaction in 
assisting the poor around her^ and inini'* 
parting many little elegancies aiid com^ 
forts to those among her Dumerous rela* 
tires, who are not so blest, as she is, by 
fortune's favours, yet an heart, like hers, 
wants something, some dear domestic 
favourite, that she can tove at all times : 
she has accordingly, in concurrence with 
her husband, (who is equally pleased as 
herself with her protegee^) adopted a 
beautiful little female dwarf; wjio has 
»11 the wit we generally find amongst 
those species of nature's freaks* In fact, 
it may be said, that it is Miss Burton, the 
above little lady, who reigns over and 
governs the house of Sir John SomerviUe 
as much as she does over the affections 
of her kind and venerable protectors. 
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laduAgcd Kittens. 



Next'tO'thk favourite is a set of petted 
kitteDfi ; who are so fat and pai9p€fed> 
that they discover all the inherent tiger 
in their nature^ and grdwi at • stranger s» 
with a degree of ferociousness/ like aagry 
dogs*. With tba^ sleek and beautiftrl 
iavourttei^ adcnriied with pink ribbons of 
siker /chains about thair'necks^ acoorduig 
to tbeir colour^ Lady Sonierville as se&i 
reclinii>g of k .morning on a sunaptuous 
]ied, covered with iiueu of the finest 
texture and colod^r^ and of the sioftest 
dowii^ looking a fine remnant of wbtft 
fhe has beetle On one sideof her lies a 
magnificently bound manual of devotions^ 
and rin 'equally e^ipnostve^ tbuf trH)re (tight 
and tafl|eful> cover ings> are tiie Specttttor, 
Pope, Johnson, and other autli»p» of oele- 
brity ; for jshe lias, for soihe years, taktsa 
her break &st in ibed about .ten, afid *tben 
leads til)) rtwelvje : then she !CJBes^ «and 
attends to her donieslic Biid{h0usewii<eiy 
eoncerbs, with a'btt6tle>4ctivity^iaDod0sre^ 
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Pctin Soiipers en Famille. 



as if^ insteadof possessing iuaDythou9ftn(k/ 
uhe vfM not vrortb a groat* 

Amongst those who gWe fhemselveil 
Up to a countrylife, it is seldom custom* 
iary to dine very late ; Sir John Somer* 
ville, and his farailj-party, which ^ti 
scarce ever known to sit down, in theit 
own family trio of the knight, his lady, 
and ihe favourite. dwarC diife rathet 
early, because supper is their favourite 
meal : their table is then spread with a 
profusion of dainties, foreign wines of 
irarious sorts, liquor and ale in abundance, 
and clieerful and correct mirth, is thfe 
•order of the evening. Lady SomervUIe, 
'who has not allowed herself scarce a 
quarter ot an hour to dress for dinner, 
now seems 4ike an happy and overjojed 
housevVife, whose work is done for the 
day, and is as jocund and lively as aiiy 
of the gay and often numerous party: 
•and here, the little piquant dwarf diverts 
•her beoefaetors, and all the company, by 
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An mnooent Shuoamite. 

her salliet^ of wit and gaietj^ and the har- 
monious warbliogs of a voice almost se- 
taphic ; the good pair delight in their 
adopted child : she is sa little ia her 
white frock^ so infantine with her natu: 
rally waving bair> and with her diminutive 
fairy hands and feet she may commit 
even a thousand little faults^ though she 
i» nineteen years old^ that would not b^ 
f reusable in a well grown girl of only 
t,hirteen» 

. She has been habituated io call Sir 
John and hisv lady, father and mother, 
from the tim? she first became an inmate 
•f their house; Sir John, towards a chill 
winter's evening, sometimes complains 
of the cold; ^' Dear father," she says, 
with the most artless and bewitching 
naivete, '^ let me endeavour to warm 
you." And she jumps on his knee, and 
^nestles her truly beautiful face in his 
.bosom. The determined quizzers will, 
sometimes, laugh ^ but the principles aqd 
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Ske makes a proper Use of her Influence. 
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ideas .of Sir John Somerville are pure as 

» 

the whole tenor of his conduct to his 
little darling;^ 

Nothing can more evince the real good- 
ness of Sir John and his lady than their 
adoption of this, otherwise^ unfortunate 
little, creature ; as she is not possessed 
of fortune^ she would have been, with- 
out their friendly assistance^ cutoff from 
genteel society, and in a manner pro- 
scribed much other intercourse, and have 
been a burthen to her parents. 

That Miss Burton wants not art anid 
discernment is certain ; and she perceives 
that she has unbounded influence over 
her benefactors ; but we believe she 
never makes use of it to prejudice them 
against another, but endeavours rather 
to conciliate their friendship for those 
she may think in want of it. 



m4 



248 LONDON CHAftACT£RS» 



_ Economy to a Degree. 



So strange andecceniricis Lad} Somer* 
Yille^ that she will sometimes earefuUy 
pick up every bit of chip stie ^iVds about 
the grounds^ and order it to be carrieil to 
the wood house ; nay^ soipetimes she will 
carry it there herself, ^he will carefully 
unpick an olcl beli-boop^ make it into dust- 
ers^ and express as much joy as if she had 
found a treasure. This saving schenie, or 
any other, is sure to be instantly followed 
by some kind present to a relative of small 
fortune : at other times she will take a 
fit of carefully Idcking up, herself, what 
she would have set by for supper, instead 
of leaving it to the housekeeper ; a choice 
pigeon-pie, or some rich preserves ; and 
for thisi Miss Burton will take care, by 
some legerdemain tricks, to make her suf- 
fer for it ; either by punishing the wine, 
or throwing the key of the gate out of 
the window, when all the family are 
gone to bed, that Lady Somerviire*s wait- 
ing-maid, and the other upper s^rvants^ 
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viay go to a Beighhouribg balU wiiich at 
liad^ f erhapsi neither been .ceiwei^tcaitar 
proper for them to attend, » 

Bttt ithe .most ludicrpos .'sbeae- is Sir 
John SoiQerv;yie's hdusehold on oiSijiiulily 
winterfs evening. The KnJL^b/l jhimsdf 
'is a moit es?cell6ot man, <biit ^ liiUe 
tainted >^itb ^eislieal pf incipks^ iiwhi^h 
often giye pain to the real and wiaflfect^d 
piety of Lady, Spmerville. * 

■* • • ' 

f-HoweTer,, l^ifcnowj.'ihat/itiis bisjdjtt^> 
vas >a raaoter of ^a ffkmiljf, ^io <jsAtsL ^ood ex- 
.ample : and^fae^alwajfs ^tit^ds divine iSft- 
:vice at the parish diitf<^^nd makes bis 
•setvaats attend^ .in 4hetr iurns^ \rfaen t}^& 
ivreather ^wilLp^jaoit: and he really^ from 
his Ibeart^t resp^ets eaehei^tablished iieli- 
gioB^fall^lhe ciyilizedtiations. 



/ / - J ,-('*' 



*WbeH4he scter^'^sno^s - arid bad- w^« 
therwill ufAfii^^^iU^^ 
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fifcning Praycn. 



iog to churchy he reads prayers to 
them, on a Sunday evenings and a short 
sermon. 

ft 

It would require the pencii of a Bun- 
hivj to do justice tothegroupe. It has 
b^en'a ^Yery cold day^ and the generous 
and good-natured Sir John has order^ 
the nuen-serYants a double portion of the 
kest aid strongest bome*brewed ale; 
therefore, withMrbat they purloined then* 
seWes into the bargain, they enter the 
great parlour well impregnated :witb 
malt and hops, and literally top-heamf. 
The female servants, they get weary long 
befof e the sermon b^ins ; and thea the 
picture of the sleeping congregation is 
displayed; the volatile Miss Burton, 
obliged, malgri eUc, to sit still, yields 
to the power of Morpheus ; mmI as .her 
legs do not reach half-^way from the chair 
4o the ground, she often disgraces herself 
>y faUi^^pbvnp^MEi thie floor* 
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A sleeping Congregation. 
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The coachman and h^ad-gardeneri who 
have both lived with their roaster forty 
year8> nod^ in opposite directions; the 
pretty waitiug-maid of Lady Somerville 
makes most graceful bows to her master^ 
with her eyes sealed up in sleep ; and 
the subaltern servants Jn the back-ground^ 
are sometimes heard to snore^ in deep 
tones^ aloud. 

But it has happened^ too, that when 
Sir John has dismissed them with his 
blessings that a second draught of ale, 
between the coachman and gardener^ de« 
stroy that peace which the master's reli** 
gious precepts have been endeavouring 
< to inculcate ; and these two old servants 
go on^ fightings as far as the parlour* 
doors^ till the good Sir John is obliged to 
use his efforts to quell the tumult ; while 
each declares^ respectively^ he will not 
live any longer in his place^ unless his 
comrade is discbafiged# . 

" My dearj says Sir John to bis Lady> 
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A.Duct between Sir John and my Lad;^ 



''this IS shocking! Ihikisdreajdful \ what 



are yi^e to do ? 1 cannot part with Tho- 
mas, ray gardener ! No one Ander jfahd^ 
my hot-houseSj nor my late and early 
peaches^ ui which I take so muchpnoe, 
and which are allowed to be so. superior 
to any in the country^ as Tie does. The 
coachman must go V* — '* My dear/' re. 
plies Lady Somerville^ '* if John gbe's/I 
twilin&r^. enter tlSe chariot ^glliijtt :iK)^ne 
shall 'drive mb lut Johb : so do » you 
Ijlea'se.'* ... 

« 

Ve'ty soon «h af f ii^i^gena^iit taker place 
between the^^odfKnigtitand bis Lady> 
which is^ that, as they are: sueb old ^nd 
good servants^ thoy must keq>' them both: 
'arid Jbha and Thdibas^ presUtniug on 
ilieir iohg services, apd - different tkseful 
powers, still ^ODiinire to do pfetfy much 
is they pl^se' J while little Miss Burtdfi^ 
all life and activity, can bdck the most 
spirited hunter in the stables^ makes her- 
V^lfMi^l 4Jt%e kftiity J Ih^rfeiises in 
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The last Stroke to the Portrait. 

fascination^ and is idolized by the truly 
worthy Sir John Somerville and hid 
Lady. 

To sum up the character of Sir John 
and his Lady : the settled character of 
the gentleman seems inherent in Sir John's 
composition ; it was stamped on all his 
lineaments from his birth ; age and in- 
firmities have it not in their power i^ 
do it away from his every movement ; and 
the accomplishments of his mind and heart 
shew him incapable of ever committing 
one single action to militate against that 
elegant character; whilst, in two word?^ 
my Lady has found the rare secret of 
making economy prodigal^ and prodigal- 
ity useful. 
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*' Homibis frugi et temftcriatis funetos officium.*' Tik. 



X HIS ladj> aa dnlj chiid^ had the mis- 
fortune of losing her mother. verj early ; 
aud was plagued with one of those penu-^ 
rious fathers^ who, abounding in riches, 
are jet so terrified with the dread of ab- 
solutely dying for want^ that avarice in« 
creases in them with every succeeding 
day ; and their miserable propensities be-* 
come proverbiaU 

Miss Dawson, now Mrs. Wakefield,, 
was possessed of great good-nature, with 
no idea of saving ; on the contrary, it 
rather created in her a kind of disgust, 
when she witnessed the anxious care of 
her father in amassing money. 

She panted after public diversions ; hui 
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Cheap Entertaininenti. 
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the utmost sbe -evfef - ^njaycd ^was when 
Mr. DawsoD^ taken., with a fit of parental 
fondn^ss^ would permit her to behold her 
Sovereign, as he stepped into 1i is carriage 
from a crowdedicTfe ;■ or she might take 
a peep at his beautiful cream-coloi»ed 
tlanoverian sttid^ as they entered the ro^al 
stables. These femporary gratifications 
were l)ut yery imperfectly seen; but 
' tTien * fhey cost notJiin'g/ though they 
would be sure fo Tie 'folio wefl by many re- 
flective remarks, of, how detrimentaltlie 
gravel of the Park was to shoie-leather.' 

Miss Dawson would often drop a teair, 
in secret, when she read a newspaper of 
three days old/ lent from a neighbouring 
public house, whose keeper, in consider- 
ation of Mr. D^wsoh^s taking half- a-pint 
of porter every evening^ lattdhisTecom- 

* mending those people to the house who 
were fooli^ enough to spend their fn^nfcy 

. in drink, allowed Mr. Dawson to pei use 
it for half an 'hour. 'Poor'Miss 'Daw- 
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No Pleasures allowed bat empty Visions* 
»-' . . . , 

son would there read accounts of masked 
balls^ plajs, summer amusements, depar- 
tures from, ardarrivals to, difterent water- 
ing places, and all the routine of fa^lnon- 

• • • 

able elegance^ with an heart full of 
wishes, and a bosom panting with the 
most ambitious desires, to make. one in 
'' the gay throng/* Alas ! Vauxhall, 
loth the Theatres, the Sans-Souci, the 
SanS'Pareil^ the Panoramas, and Cosmo- 
rama^ even Mrs. Salmon's Wax-work, 
.were shut out from her^ as well as a three* 
penny puppet-show. 

She read of the most extravagant 
dresses, trimmed with lace, velvet, gold, 
and silver, and even pearls : she saw her- 
self the luxurious display of. fashion, in 
in all the milliners' and dress^makers' 
shops, as she walked out ; all her finery 
consisted in a dark stuff gown, to. save 
washing ; for on jio account was she al- 
lowed to littire herself in whifii, or wear 
any cap ; but she was permitted unlimit- 
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ti inliilgence in curling and disposing 
her long and dark hair to the best adTan- 
tage^ because that cost nothing, 

Mr. Dawson, however, did not aUow 
his daughter to walk oirt quite so often 
as he used to do, because it wore out her 
shoes ; she, therefore, from taking littfe 
exercise^ grew very fat and uninteresting 
for so young a person. 

The close manner in which this old 
gentleman and his daughter lived made 
many begin to suspect that he really was 
as poor as he seemed to be ; and not be- 
ing any way tempted, by the beauty of 
the young lady, the fortune-hunters kept 
off, afraid of being bit themselves ; white 
the rich and dashing bucks af fashion 
never thought about her. 

From a regular series of temperance, 
and being possessed of a flinty constita* 



MH6. WAKEFIELt). S5f) 



■■■■■ I ' I ■ ■ — -jai 

Why should jovl woar a Wig ? 



tutioD^ spite of the continual agitatioxM 
of ber mindj Miss Dawson bad attained 
her forty-sixth year^ before the old gentle- 
man^ her father^ made bis exit from this 
transitory globe. The snows of age: bad^ 
tome years before^ (from increased coo^ 
finement) fallen on her unco%'ered bead*: ill 
Tain she besought her inexorable parent 
to permit ber to wear a cap, if only a 
black one : no, be liked her hair better^ 
'^ And why, Peggy/' said he^ " should 
you wish to appear younger than you are? 
Comb your grey locks straight over your 
temples^ and you will look venerable^ 
and create respect." But Miss Dawson 
did not yet wish to look venerable ; and 
she continued to twist and twist again 
the petits anneaux d'argent^ (the little 
silvery curls) over ber yet comelj/ 
cheeks. 

She one day^ by a bold manoeuvre, tried 
to obtain his consent to her wearing a 
wig ! alleging, that she had the rheuma* 
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He^ Faihtr's Death-. 

tisr* 80 bad in her head, that she imist 
otherwise seiid for a doctor. On this; 
*her enraged parent swore, that if either a 
'wtg or a doctor came into his house^ he 
trooTd throw thetn both into the fire^ and 
herSelf after 'cm ! ^' No^ no, Peggy,*' 
he added, '^ if you have the rheumatism 
so bad in youf upper chamber , wh;v I will 
lend you one of nfy warm, woollen, red 
night-caps to comfort you; whtfch wiH 

• 

look just as well on your head as the .fine 
crimson relvct caps worn by our exlfr ftra^ 
^aut dames of fashion ! wear that in the 
day, my old girl, and steam your head 
over some hot water, at night, before the 
kitchen fire is put out, and your com- 
plaint tvill soon wheel off. 

Miss Dawson, perceiving that she 
gained nothing, soon was cured ; 'and, ia 
a few months, the old gentleman, having 
purchased the whole, the very wholes of 
'a lottery ticket^ in the ardent hopes of 
'accumulation, but which came iip a 
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Uai/k^ soon fretted l>iiBS6lf iato his 
grave I 

Miss Dawsop naw fouad b^^qlf ija 
p^ses^ioQ of a most iiqmeiise taod alfiiQ^ 
incalculaiile fortune ; she resolved^ then^ 
to make herself ameivi* for the, life .pf 
penance she Iiad so long endured:, sha 
first buried her father^ with cost aqd ex-* 
pence, but no more magnificence than 
accorded with his situ.ation in life^ ths^t 
of a wealthy c.iti;sen. 

•She set .up ;a most elegant carriage, her 
Jiveries were riob^ and her*el.f: the pattern 
of expensive ^aad /mo^rQipg fashiQQ. 

During the early period of her ss^bl^s, 
she visited Brighton^ Margate, and the 
Isle of Wight; her riches m^ade hr 

tioaiety bailed with condesQ^n4ipg ,%ff^ 
bility, jand her fasbionahleja(}quaintan<fQ 
bagnu to be extenj&i ve. E^rly in .4b^;f n^u.- 
ii^.M^ioterishe rwent lo B9(tb^:imdj?ater^ 
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She puses the Winter in Lpndoa. 



into every expence in that region of ex- 
travagance : but she had a fevir grains of 
her father's prudence in her composition^ 
and she took care to give the adventurers, 
vith which that place abounds, no chance 
towards the possession of her person and 
fortune. She felt herself so truly happy^ 
why^ thought she^ should she change her 
situation ? She was flattered^ feasted^ csl^ 
ressed, and even courted ; she should cer* 
tainly, at her age^ los^ the latter gratifir 
eation> if she became a wife. ^ 

She concluded the winter in London; 
was either at one or other of the theatres 
every evening, or the Opera^ attending 
the routs of her new acquaintance^ or 
giving her own brilliant parties. 

4 

In the spring she threw off thB|/' out- 
ward garb of woe/' and, dressed in kll the 
elegant costume of the newest fiishions^ 
sh« repaired . to pay a visit to a^inarriecr 
lady^ in th« full prime of ber^ life, ami 
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She retires to a Friend in the Country. 

who had been an occasional visitor at her 
father's 1 as she was a verj lovely and 
amiable woman. Miss Dawson entertained 
a sincere regard for her. 

Nothing could be more calculated to 
inspire certain tender ideas than the 
charming situation of this friend's house : 
the hanging groves, inhabited by pairing 
turtles, the sloping lawn, and shady, mys- 
terioiis summer-house, all imparted a kind 
of luxurious, though' innocent, thrill to a 
warm imagination* 

Miss Dawson might, if we may be al- 
lowed to use the expression, be st\ led 
young bfJier age; and from the auxilia* 
ries of dress, a beai^tiful chevehire made 
to copy nature most closely, and being 
naturally not of a bad complexion, she 
did not'look ah' undesirable woman. 

Amongst the visitors who frequented 
this hospitable mansion/ ij^as a young 
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The cold Addresses ot a reverend Gentleman. 

clergyman ; who, hearing of Miss Daw- 
son's splendid fortune, having noparticu* 
^r attachinentj and very little moneys he 
resolved to pay his court to the wealthy 
virgin. 

The Reverend Mr. Morgan is, cer- 
tainly^ a very good> sensible, little man; 
and does honour to his profession, by the 
accomplishments of his mind and the pu* 
rity of his morals :- if he Jias a fault, it is 
that of being rather too fond of taking 
care of the ^' main chance :** but when a 
man is a younger brother in a large fa- 
mily, brought up >vith strict economy to 
know the true value of money, there is 
much to be pleaded in his excuse* 

Young Morgan became unremitting 
in his attentions to Miss Dawson; and 
she was much struck with the young 
divine. ^ 

A companv of players arrived in the 
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friend over a bottle, mA ©iral** sports, 
much better than those the theatre af- 
forded. The Reverend David Morgan 
was, therefore, appointed to escort the 
: Udies. TI16 diistee^sr of the house bad 
: §0 severe* fto. )iead*acb, ttiat fithei excused 
herself firmii going, and Miss DaVson 
was to be attended, alone, by her insensi* 
%\e;inlmidraio : hb realty, th«n, intended 
to malfLe bis addresses m form ; biit foutid 
: hh heart onisgive him (iTery^time the se- 
. , <^][et w.as! mou&tiiig to his lips ; and, for 
th&t evening, it there expired'! 

Mi^s. Dawtsbn vientured ib take him, 

tenderly, by this hand,/a^be»H^alked with 

. her up the avenue* Mi^hicfa Ud to Iker 

ij^iend's hoiysck-^ €>hl -frigid, «©M-hearted 

, sv^ain t he let-fail his linmeanbig -hand 

^ into bcr'3 like.a)piieoe of inanimate wood, 

and qi|ic]|ly'drew;itAwayl fThe k4y felt 

.. hpr pride mlich^huct. Poor Morgan Was 

. an bonest^ w.a(m«temp6red ^Cainb^ian, yet 
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The A^vkeof a Friend. 



could not OKslt at^fhe advances of gray- 
beaded virginity. 

She would not sit down \vith him to . 
supper ; she affected indii^position^ and re- 
tired to her chamber > before she tried 
to.coropose herself to sleep^ she confessed 
her slighted lo^ve. to her friend* 

This lady M^ishedi them ^both Well; 
she thought Morgan too young for Miss 
DaV¥8on^ ,but she knew he was a worthy 
many and that he would always behavb 
to her with that attention as is due to a 
gentlewoman; and also^ that the lady 
could, dp more for him in one hour than 
all theriph patrons of the Church would 
do for years/ She, therefore, told Miss 
Dawson^ that she was sure if her friend 
Morgdn had been cool and distant, it was 
from a sense of his own inferiority in 
;point o£ fortune; and' that if .he had 
.^v.iiKed.titny raptures, she must ha\e 
tho4ight tbem artificials or only origin- 
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The Doctor's Destiny is not to have her. 
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ating in tbe idea of his being put in pos-* 
session of her riches : ^' and/" added she^ 
'^ I dare say, be thinks that the virtuous 
inclination you feel for him is truly 

Platonic!" 

> • • - - 

But Miss Dawson was not so very pZa- 
tonic in her ideas ; and though peace was 
restored^ and matters seemed fast drawing 
to the important crisis of matrimony, Miss 
Dawson complained to her friend^ th^it 
Morgan was really the coldest of lovers ; 
for> in all their frequent walks and tele* 
a-tetCj he had never once offered to salute, 
her I ! 

However, poor Morgan's destiny was 
soon sealed; he ope uight^ by the help 
of a few glasses extraordinary of Ma« 
deira, confessed his^ can we pall it^ pas- 
sion^ in form, and seemed impatient for 
his fair one to name the happy day : but 
all this was not ac(:ompanied by one gi^n- 
lie embrace, or even one lender pressgre 

n2 



S88 £.OilJ>0(N CBARACT«!ftS. 



Aimm 



A new Suitor* 



of ber vestal hand. Billy man t bad he 
appeared more warm in bis love for her 
person^ she might have been in an yieldkig 
momeat of atfeetionatetenderness induced 
to make him the master of her store of 
wealth ; but he shewed that to be so much 
his object, that, when they began to 
Bpeak of settlements, he very impolitically 
refused to settle any pai-t of it on his dear 
Margaret ; who instantly broke off the 
connection,^ and repaired to London. 

Here she saw a very elegant yonng 
manj belonging to the Law, of the name 
of Wakefield ^ whose scanty purse could 
by no means keep pace with lii» fashion- 
able ideas. He soon found out her failingr 
and profited by it ; but how has he pro- 
fited > he has shewn himself a truly ge* 
Merousand grateful man. 

In.his i}ayst)f courtship nothing-eoii^ld 
Exceed the ardour or the %vannth of his 
caresses, his wishing, si]^is, or pt?rsuasive 
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Real good PoHcyw 

■ '■ ■■ ■! ggg 



looks : the lady with a coquettish giggle, 
said one day to lliin> ^^ Come^ comey I 
know it is only my fortune that you 
want." '^ No, madam/' replied he, I 
trust to your generosity tor support me^ 
as the gentleman who has the honour of 
being your husband ; if you grant me 
the felicity of calling your person mine^ 
in a legal way, your large fortune shaU be 
entirely settled upon yourself* 

The lady would not be outdone in li^ 
berality ; she divided her fortune in two 
unequal parts, settlii^ the largest portion 
on her young husband ; who, with true 
noblenesfi of spirit, the day after their 
marriage^ settled it again on herself, that^ 
he might never be tempted in any future: 
moment of distaste to treat her with 
neglect. 

Mrs. Wakefield has lately made her 
will, appointing him her sole heir ; but 
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no adoring husband can be more atten*- 
tivc^ or more diligentljr assiduous to pre- 
serve her inconstant health and cheerful- 
ness ; she 18 one of the happiest of mar- 
ried women^ and her grateful husband 
and herself have but one purse in com- 
raoQ between them. 

Such is naturally the result of an union 
with a man whose heart and mind are in- 
trinsically good, and governed by the 
principles of rectitude, feding, and libe- 
rality. Mr. Wakefield reflects vvith pity 
on the bloom of his wife's early years, 
and the summer season of her life, wasted 
imder the severe control of an avaricious 
parent. He finds her invariably pleased 
and good-humoured. She makes his 
home comfortable ; and be enjoj s through 
her bounty all the elegancies of fashion, 
and the luxuries of polished life. Though 
the smiles of youth no longer embellish 
Mrs. Wakefield's countenance, yet she 
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V 

Conclusion. 

ever welcomes him with a smile ; and 
as she increases in years^ she disgusts 
not by assuming a girlish fondness^ but 
shews herself on all occasions to be his 
kind^ generous^ and steady friend. 
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MR. BORRAGE. 



T*His gentleman tiras {be son 6t a farmer, 
near Tannton ; and having fosf bis fatbef 
and mother when he was hardly ten years 
of age^ received his education from his 
grandmother^ who to6k' a' particukr 
care to infuse in hiin^ what she called 
the essence of virtue— Economy. Not 
poor^ yet niggardly parsimonioua^ sh« 
found in her pupil a minck natuf ally apt 
to imbibe her principles. She sent him 
to school at Wellington, wh^re he learned^ 
with amazing quickness^ the elonents of 
writing, and the multiptication^table^ At 
fifteen be wairartickd to an attorney at 
Bridgewater, where the genial turn af 
his mind apprehended, with nnconnnon 
facility, all'tbe tricks and mystari^ of chi^ 
cane. His master, wbi^ Hd been fiir 
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Industry ind Economy the Parents of Wealth. 

many years the land-steward of a dozen 
of country squk es in the neigbbourhoodj 
finding in young Borrage a fit person to 
succeed him in a business so profitable, 
and from which he*"mtended soon to 
retire, promised him, as a reward for his 
assiduKy. to the desk, ^nd his ability at 
f ackotiing ^n^ sweUiag accounts,, and at 
1« it g^vii hioiy hi^ daugbter in marriage. 



^ > 



Industf J aii4 ^o^oa>y aire always sure io 
produce richer ; ' andj possessing these two 
qualities in an emioent degree, Mr. Bor- 
rage soon perceived ( that the precious 
stream of Pail%»liiS:h4d taken its^ course 
through bis enlarged plemises. But the 
country -was not a stage sufficiently ex- 
tensive to display his talents ; he sold his 
concern to advantage, and/::^j|^ulating 
still farther on the means of increasing his 
fortune, repaired to the metropolis, where 
'his daily and ooost important correspond- 
ence b4id made him already well known 
as a most intelfigent Attorney^ 
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A ChaAge in his Chwaciir; 
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A Latio poet, well known for the sagacity 
and j ustness ofi his observations^ has said^ 
that those who travel liiay change p}ai}eu 
but 'do not change their temper ^; how-^ 
ever^ this cannot be applied ,to Mr. Bor* 
rage^ for as soon as he had made his es*- ! 
tabh'shment in one of the first squares of 
the west end of the tawn, and opened 
an office in o6e of the.inns, all bi8> bent 
for economy and industry was biassed 
by the many temptations daily offered to 
him. He grew prond^ tod launched,^ 
blindfolded^ in all sorts of ektraviiga3Qcies. 
Leaving to his clerks the burthen of busi- 
ness^ he would ufever condescend to take 
aiiy trouble, aboui his ^^lients^ except 
when they iwere of'the first rate^- and 
ilothftig short of a.coroniit could obtaiii 
a personal conmltation fcoih him* 

His wife rushed/ xm Uer sid&«' into all 

^CoBlatDiioa aoiBvim mutant qui traosmareeurront 

»6 
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BfRwtV of pidklta Piridei 



tbe folik»'aiid expeuces of fasHion aiid 
high life^. aoB; vtoo^ auftieh addicted to* 
glMbijug speeuUtioii9^ aUd^reT^ltiog pnv- 
tie^^ werkdl hn^nelf soon'to^ a state of 
siupixlitj, tMhfeii notbiiig could pallicrte^ 
d^Poai or remedy at Itome^ Tbey had 
n<)» etiildren U'Ving«. She separated froor 
Ii^ hwsbaod^ who tnMtted fa^r wiA gore- 
roign ^oatemptr and t etired to Berkahire> 
her ttiiAive eoimly> wbere she itndsd in a 
sio\^ daciine 'a# lift' which, had bedonie 
botb indiffereftt to herself and .kbrtbea^ 
so^me to. her fitiehdft 



'bk aiplebeiab mind pndki is mu ^oti^ 
beteco^eodsfiis: plant! ; ii generally deltroj» 
tile gi^lKid it faas lefrilented iipon>. on soon 
diiBft amr«y aiidj]»av«s nothsog behiadr bat 
foolish insiginAoancy ; liksi tfa t^ Jbrnatca 
xaven^ who; when he courts the hens of 
tflks fiinher's ;ai!d] forodncSsv an offTspiing 
whose- birth caus es th e d«ath of the^»o- 
tber tow)t ii»"teffi^tjbs^»me'V^ ^^ 

the iAI^g of all good qualities there im- 
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Want df Manners. 



planted before is an unavoidable result 
of its workings. Mr; Borrage was a 
striking instance of it. He soon forgot 
his origin, and, courted by flatterers, wad 
swoln with the most insufferable vanity* 
He saw company, and gave didners ; but 
seldom would deign to address his guests, 
who would have starved at table, it, 
through a noble spite against their un- 
couth, uncivilized host, they had hot, with 
a rudeness which could not be authorised 
vbr equalled but by his own uncivil con- 
duct,> helped themselves freely of what 
ihey had at hand on the inhospitable 
^Board . 

i - ' ' - : . # . 

"they used to keep him in countenance 
till he had drank himself to sleep ; and 
when hii servant had carried him to bed, 
they enjoyed themselves and quafied his 
wine with a vengeaxite^ . . ? ♦ 



* % 



Mr. Borrage led this km/^ of life for 
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several years, treating meu whom he de- 
spised because they praised his viine^ aiid 
who despised him because he did not 
praise them. His ilhiaturedness . grew 
apace: a single servant^ an old man^ who, 
bj the hope of seeing his name at full- 
length in the will of his master, could pa- 
tiently smile when he was foaming with 
rage, that man had been for many years the 
only person who could live at his house* 
However, his obsequiousness was not 
rewarded as he expected; for, at his death, 
a day of jubilation for his heirs at law, 
no will of any kind was produced or found 
^t is supposed that the friend in whose 
hands he had deposited it, had, by some 
accident, destroyed it, and that those> who 
had signed it as witnesses, were dead. 
Five poor families in. some parishes of 
Somersetshire divided his fortune, and used 
tosay, when speaking of him, ^'Cousin Joe 
was just like that there pig— ^good foy 
nothing 'till he was ^^^d' 
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An Epit^h. 
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Though expressed in the rude i;vords 
of those peasants^ this funeral oration has 
a poignant meanings and we should re- 
commend it as a proper epitaph for all 
proud^ upstart parvenus, who, blinded 
by affluence and riches^ despise both the 
rules of society and the tie^ of nature^ 
and live entirely-for themselves. 
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EVENING AT LAUREL VILLA. 



** Male^Tcram examinst omois 

Corruptus judex — " Ho rat . 



Alu the elegant card-boxee^ tric-trac> 
and che^ tables^ were jiacked yiiff^ and 
the noble trio had the barouche ordered 
at ten the next mornings to convey them 
part of their jdurn^y to iov^, as they 
inteuded.to pay several visits in their way 
ta sonie friends ^nd distant reUtives* 

' ' . I 

In the barouche were to travel the 

Duchess^ li^rfon^ and daughter; while her 

bead waitiiig-'WOlpi|i!P> wh6^0 attendance,- 
sioQeJker blindndsey she cootiiitiaLlly want-' 
edj was to ride OQ ifxe box with the eoach^ 
man : two new carriages covered with 
QMl^it^j 9na belon^ifg to the Marqteis 
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A Plan for other Lectures. 

of Walthani were to bring up the vear, 
and contain the rest of the female ser- 
Tants. 

They were sittings taking their wine 
and autumnal fVuit^ which the hot-house 
still afforded them in perfection^ aflter a 
late dinner^ when theDuchess broke si- 
lence by saying, '' Charlotte has not kept 
her word ; « the first time I ever knew 
the de^j precis^ conscientious creature, 
falsify a pronlise.'^ 

lady Charlotte laughed, and said, 
" Now, nliy dear Duchess, why will you' 
call me precise ? But what can you 
mean by your accusation ?" 

" I thought,'* replied her Grace, '^that 
you promised us a very, fine sentimental 
history of true existing characters, in the 
sliape and style of a norel !'* 



€€ 



I plead guifty/^ s^id Lady Chiurlptte. 
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A polite Excuse. 
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'' In the first place^ I found the 9toTy, to 
do it justice, would take up such consi- 
derable length, thatyour Grace, who does 
not like any thing which borders on the 
romantic, would be quite weary ; and I 
must have depicted in it the cKariLcters of 
two unnatural brothers, who, though they 
deserve to be exposed, stand so high in 
the great world, in rank and eminence, 
that I thought my pen should not flow 
with that gall, which it must unavoida* 
bly have done in describing their charac- 
ters ; and, if my papers by any unforeseen 
accident should be lost, it might be at- 
tended with very unpleasant consequences 
to me* And now, my dear brother, con- 
tinued she, addressing the Marquis^ 
'^ Where is your wanton widow so long 
promised ?** 

*' Why I will tell you, ladies,'' said 
the Marquis ; '* my wanton widow is so 
verj/ wanton, that I must either suppress 
the chief and most entertaining part of her 
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Ruins and Vpttiges of dqiarted Beauty. 

ViBe, or else offend j^ou by the recital of 
Iier forwar4> fellies : but will you permit 
iBe tO'gii»e you a# sketch of the beautitiil 
M{i» Doncasteir ?^' 

* 

'' Beautiful^ indeed/' said the D^cfaeas 
'^ to a miracle of youthful appearance ; 
1 saw her the begiaoing of lafit winter 
amongst girls of eigh^tcen and twenty at 
.t)ie H«j30T6r-s(}tiare concertsj and she 
really looked the youngest of them all/' 

^' Your Grace and the honourable 
Amelia Doncaster used to be spoken of 
as rival beauties/' said the Marquis. 

'' Possibly/' said the Dtichefcs, '' but 
our attractions were quite of a dififerent 
nature ; Miss Doncaster was always* 
very lovely, but she never had any thing 
dignified about her person/* 

Thii^ the unfortunate Duchess uttered 
^^ith her uaual tone of hcmteur ; while" 
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Continued. 

her open foreheady her handsome Roman 
nose^ and well-formed mouth, shewed 
how majestic had been that beauty she 
once possessed^ and of which she had 
yet such fine remains. Her blindness had 
nothing in it repellant ; for her eyes were 
closed ; and the black velvet bandage 
she generally wore over them imparted 
softness to her countenance, and created 
the liveliest feelings of pity and interest 
in the bosoms of those who beheld her. 

'' We shall not sit up late to night, 
Philip," said the Duchess, addressing 
her son; ''so give us, now, youf promised 
little sketch of the Hebe-like Miss Don- 
caster/' 
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<• -«. T»rde, qu» credita IsedttDt, 

Credimus — " OviD. 



Xhis lady is the possessor of a most im- 
mense fortune^ and an uncommon share of 
beauty^ but with an adequate portion of 
pride to be thrown into the scale with 
the other, two great endowments. 

Her youthful loveliness isi greatly 
heightened by an unchanged profusion 
of beautiful auburn tresses ; and it may 
truly be said^ that^ in outward appear^ 
ance^ she is a model of perfection ; for 
in the uncommon care which is taken of 
her. healthy and the varied decorations of 
her person^ she seems to laugh at the 
power of time or decay. Miss Don- 
caster has long, very long, glittered a star 
in.the hemisphere of fashion ; and though 
the old and middle-aged beaux have 
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quitted her in despair^ who bad an ^e 
to her large fortune^ as well as her fine 
person^ yet the jomtg and gay, who have 
BO coaceptKHi o£ her age, ( it seldom being 
the theme of polite conversation), are 
greatly captivated by -the beauty of her 
countenance and the brilliancy of ,ber 
wit : for though she is of a very turbu- 
lent temper, she can make'herself, in coiji- 
pany, truly agreeable, 

» 
As she has servants and dependants to 

wreak her passion on, she never Jets it 

prey on her own mind'td disturb that 

sweet serenity of physiognomy for which 

she is so remarkable. 

To see her reposing on her pillow in 
the mornlhg^ m a gentle apd ti;anquil 
slumber, sh6 might serve as a model to 
a Titian for one of his sleeping beauties; 
her fair and smooth* forehead, shaded by 
the fine lace of her night-cap, her ^cheek 
glowing with the purest arid brightest 
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A Sketch from Titian. 



tints of roseate nature, while her love* 
breathing Jips, of a deeper vermilion dye^ 
lookj as our divine poet says, 

^ Like two red roses on a Btilk, 

** That in their Summer l>eaatjr kis8*d each 

other/' 

One evening last winter she went to 
a masquerade attired as a Virgin of 
the Sun. An elegant Inca kept her in 
view; he followed her from room to 
room ; was enchanted with her wit, the 
peculiar grace of her movements^ and 
the loveliness of her figure. She was 
no less charmed with the Inca, and almost 
wished her o'wn vows of celibacy could 
be as easily broken as those she had 
adopted for that night only* 

' The masquerade wa^ not a public one; 
it was select, and composed of the first 
nobility. The Inca was impatient for 
the hour of supper ; and^ seated amongst 

VOL. u. o 
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a titled and higblj respectaUe partj^ 
1^ beb<M tjbe priesttas #f hb god. 

What a blaze of beauty met his eye ! 
tbe joung maA ^afr Uke one. iotoxicated ; 
he thougbt be had nevec- before seen* so 
complete a representation of tbe goddess 
of youth ; he was astonished at the bril- 
liancy and profundity of her nitellectual 
endowments^ in a person of sueh a girttsb 
countenance, apparently in- the first- 
bloom of youth, 

He took off his gilded ri«or» A iiie> 
manly, brown-compiexioBed' face, with- a 
pair of large sparkling blaek eyes, fuH 
of intelligence and sweetness, r^t^^ted ber 
attention; they- were, in themselves,^ elo» 
quence. 

He recognised" ntany friends in her 
purty, and the Inca and theVirgin scfwr* 
ated no more for that eii'enntgr 
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The vows of love, <5onata«tey, and mar- 
riage, were wbisp^rdd in her Hsteuing 
ear : tbmigh she dfd not &b^lute)y cause 
Imn te despair^ she giaf e^ him very little 
]f«aiso0 to hope. 

He wusf a younger sM of a noble and 
w^eaAtby housed just arrived from abroad: 
hb i^affk in life tvtfs^ e:^ft]ted,aitd an atliantie 
with his fiwnily wrff^ lookerd ii^ to by etery 
paretft wkh desired and anfibitiohm 

She arrived biVmd • in the morning 
about fiouo we&i to be4> and »fept well 
till one o'clock the Ae^ afternoon. 

The iirtoxicating; fleeting^ {>leA;store of 
the evening was past ! fhe* de4^iety of c6oI 
reflection eanie with the iliomiog. 

My jMTide^ thoufbft ^^3 cfvien in^ tll# 
svAaat UMnt «f tny dMly Kfey^^ever 
k^mt fiMiffgWittg itiysiielffli4shionaMe 
tycattt^'^ordispiitef my wiH, tiH peffai^^, 
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. An Adf ice (torn the Pillow. 

y ^i^MM^W— ■ ^W^W^M IIWIBIIWIWI »■ ■■■■■■ ■■■■■ ■■■■■■-■ ■■■•■ ■■ 

in a few jearsj to despise my person! 
What, theo^ will it be now? This day 
is my hirth-day ! this day I am fifty 
years old t Shall I marry a man of whom 
I might have been the mother -? • Shall I 
see these beauties^ he so much extolled, 
neglected for the vulgar attractions of 
some low-born country girl, because 
she may chance to be possessed of youths 
jQil xharmsl No ; Amelia Doncaster, 
never shall any mortal ci^ature be a 
master over you ! I will no longer de- 
ceive the vrorld in respect of my agei 
my blooming appearance I cannot di«^ 
guise; it is nature, pure, as when she 
first formed me. I recollect the bewitch- 
ing Inca last night treated me as if I 
>^was a girl much younger than himself: 
he shall be undeceived ; my Cousin Lydia 
is a great chatter-box ; I need only tell her 
my true age, and, buzz, it flies through 
all the different routs before to-morrow 
morning. I shall still be admifed for the 
;«xquisite taste and fancy of my dress; 
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and for being wonderful for my youth- 
fxi\ appearance: while the fortune-hunt- 
ers well know, that if my pride, when 
a girlj prevented me from marrying, it 
i^ill certainly keep me now from yielding 
up my persoii> my fortune, and uncon- 
trolled power, to an arbitrary husband; 
I have seen too much amongst my mar-* 
ried friends • ta en vy their lot in any onc^ 
iostaocc wbSteyer* 

As soon as she had completed her toi- 
lette, the wished*- for young lady, her 
cousin. Lady Lydia Dopcaster, made her 
appearance. '' How lovely you look 
this morning, my sweet cousin,**said she; 
** and how charmingly Newton, (meaning 
her woman) has pinned on that lace- 
turban of your's over your fair forehead r 
if you looked a[s charming last night, no 
wonder you made such havock in the< 
heart ofthe Honourable General Cuth- 
bert/' 

o3- 



894 . iiONDON CHARACTBRS. 
A Lady tcHing her Age ! Shocking. 

" My Dear Ljdi^^^' replied ibp smiU 
ing Miss D^ncaiter^ '' thip is oiy birth- 
day/' '^W^U/' laid Lady Lydia, 
^' I never koew y.^u Qvm ip a birt^-dty 
before/' 

" Yes/' s«i4 MNI9 |)«pc9«t0r//' I am 

this day, awf^tj^A^^ (««4 i»*Iti»g » 
]0D|; paMse^ slw coofim^^ ijt ^^]^} /Ar«»^' 

'' Indeed !" replied Lady Lydia, ** you 
really fstoniA me;- t^4»ffigg f^^vi, I 
thought yoM wer^ 4^1 j i w^t faw-y^^ 
teen/' 

Miss Dpacft^r ; '' Md I if iJl m4 o^lmA 

the chaste aod bright li^S^W^Tfi ifiw^kh 
I w*8 last flight th^ prieit^sf, n^yen to 
i^vail myself of th? p^roiwsipa that is 
^iren i^s to marry ap Inca.'^ 

The lively cousins soon parted; «iid 
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The Secret «i*p«istQd te the Tabbies. 



;it wa« not long before Miis Doncaster's 
-wal age was soon exactly known in every 
fashionable circle in London ; and thoeie 
venerable tabbies> who could no longer 
themselves appear young, readily affirmed 
tbe truth of what they wei'e well ac- 
quainted with. 

t 

Miss Bpnc^ster still continues the most 
extravagant and fashionable modes of 
xiress ; an artful waiting-maid makes her 
place a sinecure ; she has but to say^ that 
«uch a gown sits ill to her shape^ that the 
irain is awkward ; or to find some such 
fault ; Miss Doncaster throws away the 
gown, however costly, saying, *' Take it 
away ; take it out of my sight ; keep it 
yourself, and never let me see it again.** 

An artful gixl knows, that when her 
mistress is possessed of reiined and acute 
sense, like Miss Doncaster, she must not 
repeat these manxvtvres too often; but 
the waiting-maid of this expensive lady, 

o4 
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by playing her cards well, makes- near 
three hundred a-year by the spoils of her 
mistress's wardrobe* 

The temper of MissD.oncaster has been 
observed lately to increase in asperity: 
we rather think/ in her total rejection of 
General Cuthbert, she felt very severe 
pangs of self-denial : he easily gave up the 
pursuit, when he learned, with astonish- 
ment, the age of his beautiful virgin of 
the sun ! not being a man willing or de- 
sirous of uniting himself to a woman so 
many years older than himself, for the 
sake of her wealth or present personal en- 
dowments, which he, as well as many 
others, seems willing to think chiefly ow- 
ing to art : but in this opinion Miss 
Doncaster is highly wronged. 

Yet General Cuthbert is still single ; 
and Miss Doncastcr, on that occasion, is 
not without a sweet emotion of pleasur- 
able vanity, when she reflects that, per- 
)iaps, it may be on her accoimt. 



THE HOK. AMELIA DONCASTER. 29T 

'■ ' ' ■■-•- • 

Public Opinion. 
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But she is mistaken; General Cuth* 
bert is perfectly cured, not only by a 
knowledge of her age, but by that of her 
violent and imperious temper. She is 
indebted to nothing but all-bountiful * 
naturefor the transcendent and uncommoa ^ 
charms of her person ; but as no one 
^yill believe it, and as no one dares accuse 
her, she has the reputation of being en- 
tirely made up : it is ia vain her real' 
friends and intimates, who are accustomed 
to penetrate into her chamber and dress- 
ing-room, affirm the contrary ; envy and 
malice make them shut their earsagains 
their veracity, and Miss Doncastcr lives 
the victim of the most unmerited sus*^ 
picion. 

The care she takes of her healthy lest 
the freezing northernwind should blow on 
her beautiful lips, and profanely chap the 
ear mine softness they yet retain ; lest the 
ardent' sunimer sun should ever scorch her 
alabaster forehead, or specUe the wbite- 

o5 
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Preserviq^ He^h and J^auty. 



1)688 ^f her l>eaiitiful arms and hands; 
her life pf ^aae und affluence,, her 
table spread with all the detjcacies 
of every i^eason $ tlie pure and una- 
dulterated foreign wii:ies she drinks i all 
these lu^Kuries enjpyed and taken lyith 
ipoderation and temperance^ unite their 
i^sistance tp the charming health already 
CQjoyed by Miss Popcast^r^ and hid? fair 
tp preserve her long in her primeval 
Ibfauty. 

Ip tb^ summer sb^ gewrallj visitj^ 
round th^ i^paM • her riches, the eli^ani 
sipp^rsM»ipe jih^ m A^A^ the charms pf her 
person ^nd cpnvefs^tionj ge^ers^lly render 
her every where a welcome guest* Hcr 
pride and uncontrolable temper are her 

*#ly f^xiUf I ibft Irst msk^ h^^ arrogant 
%iid hftygbty to nil wbom Aff Ipoks down 
vppo aft b#r ioferk>f I ^ aod her servaata 
«ftf p f«et t^ df Qfi^ful ^ffe^ti of hei vio*. 
l^t PAttippa ; y#t> after slie haa ideated 
(b^m ^1 thaift who d^« apt xetuia Iha. 
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Conclusion. 



injury, she will enter a fashionable party, 
with her face dressed in smiles^ and pla* 
cidity seated on her brow. 

• 

She charms every one by her wit and 
vivacity; and we will venture to say, 
that^ while Miss Doncaster lives^ she 
will never be without admirers. 
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THE 8TATE OF THE 

DUKE OF PYRMONT'S FAMILY^ 

AFTER THEIR RETURN TO TOWN. - 



'''— Natun heaxxs. 
Omnibus esse dedic, si quis cognoTerit uti." 

CLAVDfAir. 

fVfi have beheld in the once admired, 
the once haughty and dissipated^ Duchess 
of Pyrmont a striking and awful ex- 
ample of unbounded vanity: but we 
have beheld^ also^ her gradual reforma- 
tion ; and that the unexpected calamity 
which she brought on herself^ though 
dreadful^ was to her an healing chastise* 
ment to ameliorate her mind. 

Her sole earthly amusement was her 
music : a recreation nearly approaching 
to heavenly enjoyment; and her mind 
was lifted up by it to pant after celestial 
happiness. The world liad vanished 



SOS LONDON CHARACTERS. 
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Kindness of her Daughter. 

from her sights it8 pleajBure» receded daily 
from her senses ; and she requested her 
Charlotte to be the iospectress of ber 
outward attire^ and to let it be such 
only as became her age. 

This lovely young woman, free from 
fastidious prudery, utterly devoid of all 
puritanical contracted ideas, loved yet 
to see her mother loi^k; b^i^^tif^l ; ai^ 
WiODgst tl)e crowds that frtfqu^Wted their 
r^idence in town^ to whif&h they weir^ 
npw returnee), §he i^ould not eiadur^ to 
106 the shfugB of coxcomical iqsQlence^ 
when the q^i:i,%ing glass was directe4 
tpwards the faded form of her once lovely 
parent. She, therefore, still tinged ber 
pallid cheek with the roseate bloooi, and 
attended with scrupulous exactitude . to 
the adorning of her Grace's person; which 
as she took care her decorations should 
be elegant;^ ' but no longer youthful, the 
Duchess of Pyrmont, as she declined 
tpwards th^ canclusiTe st^f of hei ej:iit^ 
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The Duchess's cn^honi-ffrnt. 



tiice^ appeared more interesting^ and 
spoke more to the feeling hearty than shd 
had ever yet done in all the possession of 
blooming jouth wuA splendid maturity : 
for, at those periods of her life, her's was 
th^ proud beauty of a Roxana, or a Cleo- 
patra, towering over her inferiors, and 
exacting homage from all : as her charms 
were of that kind i^hich time is not ea** 
pable ever of wholly subduing, but by 
death, placidity, content, and resignation^ 
now embellished the beautiful ruin : 
and appeared to raider her outward at- 
tractions of a hew and more pleasing 
kind. 

From (peeping regiilf^r ^ud early lu^vrs^ 
from taking rather less ej^ercise th^u for^ 
merly, she had grown plump ; and her 
wrinkles were far lesf perceptible than 
fi the time she aspir^d^ by girlish nuditj 
^nd the dispUy of a withered thrpat^ t^ 
4^|interaQt the inftuipfii<:e ^f t)ie jevtU^l^j 
Time, 
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Imprudence of the Duke. 

Flattery agaia assailed the wealthy^ 
the magnificent Duchess ; again^ she 
sometimes could scarce help slightly lend* 
ing a willing eair to the music of praise. 

s 

But a misfortune which overtook her 
husband^ now helped to finish the great 
work which her own blindness had be* 
gan. Amongst the many vices of fashion 
to which the Duke was addicted, was aa 
incorrigible love for gaming. 

From the profusion of wealth he en* 
joyed^ he scarce knew the extent of the 
imiR^nse sums he had lost ; for though 
$0 fond of play^ fortune had by no means 
a mutual affection for him^ for he was 
generally a loser. 

He left all his affairs to his steward ; 
fortunately^ a man of integrity ; but a 
man of integrity cannot render money 
an ever flowing spring for a carelesa 
extravagant nobleman* 
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Gambling, and its dreadful Effects. 

■ ' ' '■■ II I ■ ■ ■■■■■■III.. I ■ , 

One evenings at a noted gaming-house 
in St. James's-street^ big grace lost an 
enormous sum : he played for his fievenge; 
played till six the next morning; doubled 
his ventures each time, and as the last 
desperate effort staked the reversion of 
the Pjrmont estates against twentjv 
thousand pounds* 

The chance of the dice wasfih favour 
ef bis- adversary ! be* generously toW the 
Duke, who had already lost upwards of 
sixty-thousand pounds, that be might 
make it up an hundred, and he would 
give up every claim to the reversion of 
all the rents of the ducal estate. The 
wary Lord had calculated the Duke's 
losings from time to time ;- he- knew 
the estate must be encumbered. 

Stung with }>ride, though^ accepting 
the offer, promising to send a draft in the 
morning ; maddened with his ill success^ 
the Duke repaired home : vain were all 
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A Consiiltation with u trusty Steward 

wsaaac^aaaasasas , i , i j ■ i m ; 

4lie luxuries of hii stately bed-cb«niber^ 
'vain the soft bed. of down^ oa v?hicfa lie 
threw himself, to afford him one momeat's 
comfort or repofle ! and before nioe^ he 
"was with his steward^ who. declared tp 
his grace^ that he had not ten thousand 
4>oyfidf in the world ! that be mu«t recol- 
lect the heavy mortgagees already on thp 
Pyrmont estates, and that his artful ad- 
versary,, at play> had only made his pro- 
{)osal from affected generosity; but ui 
fact^ to rid himself of the reversion) with 
such troublesome appendages. 

'' I was to send him a draft or cash, 
ibid moming> to the tune of forty thou* 
faod pounds! be has already won sixty 
^f me^ I think I might be allowed^ if we 
cannot rajise the money^ ix> stick to my 
first proposal^ and let him have the re* 
version/' said tbe Duke. 

, '' My Lord Duke/* said the Steward^ 
f^ I do not thiusk it justict^ to your son tp 
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Continuati^o. 



give up the revenues of the PjrmoDt 
estate ia that mftooer/' 

*' Ttue, and Philip is dot extravagant;'^ 
replied the Duke : '' he may be able^ in a 
few years' time, after my death, to buy 
§(l^§mpTtg^g^$l I wiU vrite a dcaU 
f» my bai|k« ibr tbe forty tfaousaiid 
pounds, at^d y<>u ^haU tabe the cash to 
that gambler^ l^ojrd Hemry ; fpr, would 
you believe it^ he actually made .an ob^ 
jection to taking my draft. 

'^ My Lord Duke, tbese gentlemoi^ vrbo 
live almost, (and I am sorry to say so of 
any nobleman,) by the ill luck of others 
at the gaming table, generally take care 
to inform themselves of the depth of their 
opponent's credit at their various bankers; 
and I am sorry to inform your grace, that 
it is of no use my presenting the draft 
for any thing like that sum at your bank^ 
er*s ; he refused to honour the draft I 
took for you after ypu vrant put y^^t^irday 
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Unexpected Generosity. 
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mornings and which was- only for cmte 
thousand pounds; be said^ he had alrea- 
dy given you sixty thousand^ forty of 
which was in advance! I assure you^biy 
I^ord Duke^ your pecuniary affairs ard 
in a desperate condition^ from your cou-^ 
tinual ill luck at play; and though I hayd 
60 repeatedly requested your grace id 
look into thenij you have kept putting 
me off^. from; day to day^ and from yeac 
to year. 

It is a remark which is founded on the 
strictest veracity, that, when the sight 
is gone, the bearing is of all other sensea 
the most fine and acute : a kind and be* 
neficent Providence has so ordered it, ta 
maketheprivation of that gratifying sense> 
the visual faculty, less severe. 

The Duchess had just quitted the 
steward's room ; how different had been 
the motives of her visit! She had just 
taken from him two thousand pounds^. 
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•Impatience and Curiosity. 



ts) be employed in charitable uses : she 
heard^ as she passed out of the door of 
the apartment^ her husband enter. The 
^ound of embarrassment and distress dwelt 
on his address to his steward ; she stopped, 
she heard all— she felt the arm of Lady 
Charlotte tremble as she hung on it. 

. *^ We have lived," said the Duchess, 
'^^ long together as -strattgers : but he is 
my husband, ^is the father of my chil- 
•drenJ" and, pressing her Charlotte with 
affection to her hearty she retired to her 
4|{>aptmeat. 

"She sent for the Duke to come to her ; 
3ie answered her by a polite apology, 
that, not being very well, it wa^ then im- 
possible. By a second message, she told 
4iim, it was of the utmost importance to 
^bemboth that he came to her immediately. 

With slow and unwilling footsteps. 
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A omM idmimble Bebaviouf. 



a conteroptueM lip^ and frowntag brow^ 
he entered, exclaiming, *< Madam, T saxt 
you word it was* dot eoiirenieiit forme to 
attend you. And what can poisibljr be 
jour reason? Why aucb eamestiiesa in 
desiring an iuterview with me ? I beliere 
your father took eare to put it ont of aBy 
power to make you any way dependant 
on me ; and as you &6 not play ^epy high, 
I should imagine youit aimmt ^rtucdy 
ri!Teiiue suilWient fdr y^r ^^vmAfj 
C4>ncerns/' 

''My Lord/' said, the Ducheai^ trkh. 
unassumed patience and mildness^ '' par- 
don me ; it is a favour oi at peauaiaiey 
nature that I have to ask ^f yoH> which 
made me so anxious to speak with yoa.'* 
Finding him> ahootj; with impetUQus^sur*- 
pk'is%y- to iatecraptr^be eJUdaaieti^n of 
'' Gtood Haavais! Madum/' having; 
escaped bim^ she said^ with quickness^ 
*' my Lard> yotu wercr always' ^ pplfie 
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Hctr96i)ect« 



mau; suffer me to speaks and when I 
I)ave dooe, testify surprise^ or what you 
please. 

* 9 

\ 

. *' Half of the large fortune bestowed 
upon nia whea I married yoH^ you were 
geaerously pleased to settle entirely upoa 
n|iy self, giving up every future claim to 
it : this I now wish to bestow upon your 
Grace : I know vou are in want of it» 
Ir only desire ta retain the estate of Laurel 
Villa^ and which, you know^ I am not 
alWwed to part with: and wby^ when I 
have ^amonds amounting, in value to 
moFe than oae hundred thousand pounds^ 
wiiy should your Grace know what it is 
tp^ be in want of forty ? What is the 
lustre of the. finest jewels- now to me? 
Age and vanity havcv closed my eyes 
against their bxilliaucy ;, therefore^, for 
thia last, offered gift^ you wili be under 
na pbligiatioiia^ta me*. 

ily forUuie^ whick I shall instantly 
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Retrospect. 



give orders to be paid into your haads, 
atid resigning myself all future claina to 
it, will more than buy off the mortgages 
on the Pjrmont estate ; and I beg leave 
to reside entirely in my now beloved re- 
tirement of Laurel Villa: and, oh ! my 
Lord, suffer me, ere we part, to warn you 
against the inordinate and fatal love of 
play which now possesses you/' 

Thus did this generous -woman give up 
her highest acquisitions of fortune, to 
save the honour and retrieve the circum- 
stances of a man she had never loved ; 
from v^hom she had experienced no one 
attention, which might draw the affec- 
tions of her heart towards him ; what 
she had stjkd generosity was an act of 
ostentation only, to make him thought 
much of in the eyes of the Duke of Beu- 
ningsea ; the half of his daughter's large 
fortune, when added to the Pyrmont re- 
venues, and by making over the other 
half to her, the allowance he made ier 
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Gmcttode antl Sincerity. 



for her menus piaisirs, was the tess It- 
beral. »? 

• She received fifcmi htei, after tlie very ' 
first fortnight of their union^ nothing' 
but a series of infidelities and open dis- 
like dovni to the present tiifte. 

; Tlie Dute now Ictofced on his wife with ' 
amazement ! Gratitude^ that diviite priil- • 
cip^e, animated his bosom : *''Nobte El* 
mira!" sftid he, '' Oh ! that I had sooner 
knawn how to appreciarte tKy worth •/* 
And he clasped her to his breast with 
an ardour he had never felt for her in 
her more youthful days. 

'^ I deserve not your praises; my Lord/* 
said- she; *^r have' beeiilon^ worthless: ' 
the affection of a- wife/ the* duties of a 
mother^ have been unknown to^ as un« 
pmctised- by, me: had one of trs b66a 
better, it might huvc^ femlered bath io; ' 

VOL. !!• P 
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The Duke's Mo(lecati<*n. 



And mm, my Lord^ I intreat you, in- 
stantly^ to release yourself from obliga* 
tion to the gambliog Fenroy : I shall 
tend for my lawyer tp see thet'deeds exe- 
cuted. 

Though the Puke did not take his 
wife's diamonds, which she did not stre- 
nuously urge^. as shef meant th'em far a 
present to her daughter ; yet be was too 
much embarrasjsed not to thankfully. ac- 
cept the donation of her fortune, which 
she so peremptorily oSered : at this we 
cannot much wonder; he had no romantic 
generosity, accompanied with self-denial, 
in his composition ; his aftairs had be* 
CQme desperate, and he knew^ also, that 
the Duchess, when she hadionce deter- 
mined ou any thing, was not easily di- 
verted from her purpose. 

It was C(^rtain> ;th^t :thv$ his l^stjoss 
deeply penetrate^ his mai^ i for though 
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Lady Charlotte is married* 

he played with avidity, and sometimes 
high, he played with caution, and took 
care it should not be for more thaa he 
could afford to lose. 

Though late, he imbibed a sincere re- 
gard for his wife : he even paid her a 
long visit, for the first time iii his life, at 
Laurel Vilhi, the ensuing spring; went 
but very seldom to Cousin Tom's, and 
had no regular expensive chere amie. 

Lady Charlotte married a worthy no- 
bleman of high rank and splendid for- 
tune ; who is pleased that she should 
divide her time with her mother, either 
at Laurel Villa, or, during the winter, 
by her Grace's becoming an inmate of 
his Lordship's different mansions at Bath 
and London. 

The Marquis of Waltham has yet 
shewn no signs of reformation, either 

p3 
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The Mtrquis does not tmproTc. 

actual or in prospect : his mornings are 
passed in Bond-street, fashionable exhi- 
bitions^ and driving a newly-constructed 
carriage of bis own invention^ to shew 
the eccentricity of his taste^ as it is some- 
thing between an hearse and a jaunting 
car. He devotes a few minutes of bis 
evenings to the theatre ; sometimes lounges 
awaj an hour at the Opera ; takes oftenr 
an expensive supper at Cousin Town's, 
and concludes, before he reaches bome^ 
with a peep at the Finish ! ! ! 

Alas ! • such useless beings as the Mar* 
quis of^Waltham, a perverter of his own 
fine talents and understanding, are most 
of the youths of the present day; but 
there are still some good, some highly 
exalted, worthies 'iii existence; however 
depraved the manners of the age, they 
stand unshaken : to such we have endea- 
voured to pay a jvist tribute of praise; 
and the pleasure, we felt in delineating^ 
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I Conclusion. 
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the heavenly, though rare, features of 
Virtue, makes full amends for the painful 
task we had to perform in lashing severely 
the votaries of Vicc^ 
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FATIMA CLARKIS. 

A FRAGMENT 
OF 

AN ORIENTAL TALE, 

FOUNU AMONO THE PAPERS X)? 

Sifi BARNABY SKETCHWELL. 

Translated from the Original, when at Smyrka,* 
and accommodated to the present Times, by him* 
itdt\ a few Days before t)is Death. 
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THE 

TRIAL 

OF 



FATIMA CLARKIS, 



&C* 



« *< Notumque furens quid f£mint po^litl'^ Vinrt. 
•* HeU has no Fury like a Woman scorn'd.*' 



'*It is written on the sacred leaves of the 
Koran, chap. vii. v. 10. that a certain 
description of ladies * shall not be admit- 



* Indeed, the Turkish commentatori> -who are i^t 
much to be commended for their politeness towards 
the ladies, are of opinion, that the whole of the faii^ 
sex is included in this tremendous anatheiiia ; Aome 
eren^ much more to be admired for the length of 
their whiskeys^ tban their good ^ense, will have It, 
in spite of ally that women, though mistressM ci 
our heart8> have no souls of their own. 
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The Complaint of the Favourite. 

ted to the glories and everlasting enjoy- 
ments of the Prophet's Paradise^ after 
their rising from the chamber of darkness; 
but that they will only be allowed^ occa- 
aionally^ to peep through the golden rail- 
log of the garden of Delicts, and pine 
inwardly at the sight of ecstacies they 
never can be permitted to share with the 
faithful and their blooming Houris. If 
it be.sOy aud who dares doubt it ? — hard 
is the fate of poor innocent Sa/ioriska 
that young Circassian^ who> an inmate in 
the Harem of the Aga *, witnessed all, 
or at least many^ of the pleasures enjoyed 
there^ and, as she declares, had not the 
slightest participation in tbem» Neither in 
this, or in the other life, will she find real- 
ity fangibl€j and her miserable doom is to 
run after shadows, as the boys da in the 
plains of Sephar after gaudy butterflies. 

• The Commander in Chief ia die Tiirkish Em^ 
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Her Reflexions. 



lu yain the Merchant^ the Dragoman^ th6 
decrepid Dervises^ the sensualist^ the 
compassionate^ have untied the knotty 
strings of their reluctant purses 'to fill 
up a subscription in her favour; her 
fame is flown for ever. Every one 
speaks of T'^tVoriska ; the eunuchs gnasli 
their gingerbread teeth at the foolish 
girl> and even the mutes busy their 
crooked fingers to talk of her. A pretty 
tutoress^ indeed^ for our young slaved 
of the Ilarera ! Why, surely, she wad 
not, could not be, ignorant that her be^* 
v^itching friend and relation, tlie smile- 
loving dame Faiima ClarktX the mingre^ 
lian viridow, was deceiving the too care^ 
less, too confident AaA, and underminings 
by her guilty tricks, and pecuniary spc 
culations, the honour of that once much« 
beloved Commander-iu'-Chief of the in-* 
vincible forces of the Sublime Porte! and 
she had also the impudence of deposing 
against poorMe> veho, the Prophet knOW«i 

J?6 
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Concluftion of her Soliloquy. 



am at guiltless as 4be Tery ass * vibo 
carried lUin tbpough the spheres. Alia f 
AUa! what will be tlie end of us; 

HOW ?•' 

Sucb were the melancholy reflex- 
ions^ the ejacHlations^ the complaint o-f 
the FATotJRiTB KaH>n Kaja f , as she 
was leaTiog the niagnrfieent hall where 
the Divati had sat for several suc- 
lipediiig njgbts in inrpartial judgmeirt 
upon thje General of all the armies of tbe 
SUmer Crescmt'l. 

* At Bordk, the faipous animal said to have carried 
Mabomet in his ^rial journey) an int mate friend of, 
aod JDtar nJation to^ the B6ga«u» oFOvid, ike Hippo* 

f Ji Kaion Kaja ls.a sort 4>f If atFon> c^ Dnenn^y 
tp wllosp care ihe youfg hv^"^ ftf -Ifot jfen^Bnai© 
jntitpsted : tbey pgi>!ticipate in all ti^e go^i^^ ^M^^ 
peering trade^ and intr^u^ of thfs place. 

the silv^ erescpmi ii|e^p» tl)^ k>nd-«f cp^Qaer>twbi«t» 
18 vorn by thoi^ \vho are unfaithful to their wiYes> as 
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iletrospect. 
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The Katon Knja had becii acquainted 
with all the spiirious broods Fatima had 
batched under the wings of the short- 
sighted Aga, but blind to her own con- 
nivftoce/she cxcosed herself mo«t kindly 
upon her being a dependant, menial ser- 
Taut, a kind of being who, in the Turk- 
ish as any other empire, think themselves 
without sins, and talk boldly of propriety^ 
pf ecieeness, and \irtue, because they are 
iiverely, and t-e alll purposes,, ihe </hedicnt 
and humbk iscrvauts of a sinner^ 

Imwiawffls and veteran officers among 
the Janmssaries, in neiv boots and clear! 
slippers, had bought np theKaja's inter- 
est, to obtain admission to the Fed mo- 
rocco pocket-look of Fatima, the mother 
e*f p refer naents; buttheSunof herhright- 
cat days was immersed in the (^ouds of 
disappointment for ever, and through tl>e 



r 

the crescent of gold is worn ty those whosQ .wives ari»- 
onfaithfbl to them. — Ovid. Met. 
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A Change of Fortune. 

streets of Constantinople^ the Katon met^ 
or thought that she met^ nothing else but 
funerals, bastinadoes, - empalements^ and 
gibbets. Her miad was distractedly her 
dreams frightfulj and after a sleepless 
and distressing nighty she rose at the 
{loarse noise of the Miuarets^ and hastened 
to her late mistress. 

She did not find her as before, on 
an Egyptian sopha, pressing with her 
lily-white hand the gilt head of the 
Sphinx of Canopus, or playing, at the 
thousand lights of a Chinese candelabre^ 
on the viol or dulcimer. Fatima Clarkln 
was alone, and a small lamp bestowed a 
bluish glare on a white sheet of papyrus 
she was staining with the memoirs of 
her life, for she had euj^aged to sell 
them to ihecUdivant Bashaw of Philippe 
opolis in the lesser. Asia. 

^' Well, favourite, what news do you 
fcring?** said she to the JTafon,. as soon 
as she entered the room« " None, tiia*am> 
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Second Retrospect. 



but that your name^ your pretty friend 
7ai7oriska% and mine are warbled all 
over the town and country by publie 
singers ; and that those who seemed to 
favour your disclosures call you now a 
common prostitute.*'* — ^' By Mahomet!'' 
exclaimed the enraged Clarkis '' and in 
♦ his what I have to expect for ray reward? 
Oh ! sweet Revenge, how bitter are the 
dregs of thy cup I" 

Tailoi^iska, was really, as most of the 
beauties of the Harem, a daughter of 
CHANCE ;f and indeed, when interrogated 
before the high tribunal of the Divan, by 
the venerable and learned members who 
composed the court, she hesitated, and 
nearlyrefusedtellingthetruth of her origin 
and profession: however, it was pretty well 
ascertained that she had wandered from 

* Sec •' The News'', Sunday, March 26. 

f The supply of young women brought every year 
to repair the losses of the Harems .are^ girls foand 
by chance, of daughters of Chrbtians or Jewf> 
itolen firom their paternal abode«« ' 
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Third Rtlr«pecc. 



place to plaoe, with a small kinocent ce- 
irej of }oting christian femakfi^ whom 
fthe pretended to instruct in the path o*f 
virtue, and the detestation of adultery 
find Mhier preraiUog viceg^ wliilst she 
wa6 an inmate in the house of wantouaes^ 
pod foul deceit* 

Notso with Fatj ma ; her real origin was 
known. From childhood she attracted the 
attention^ listened to the sighs^ and received 
ihc vows of a thousand adventurers, nio- 
ney-lenders, and Jews, inthedark anddirty 
lanes of Calata. She had married, indeed^ 
a young Greek, who acquainted with all 
the free-mdions and enthusiasts of the 
town, soon separated from his volatile 
and loosened rib, and declined into the 
numerous class of incogs, who ramble 
about tombs, and cburcb-jards, dwelling 
among the dead, becau^se the living are 
not or h^ve ceased to be> congei^iid to 
%]mv wihima. 

The vile creeping thing that is hatcbed 
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Ei^tf^VAsant Pftde. 



in ob^curity^ aad erawtis upon the dung« 
bill^ may one day asitoniah .aur admirmg 
eye^ by tbeelegan^etof its form^ and tbe r^* 
riegated down oi^AtsbnUerfly'-wings* Had 
Fatima^ the giddy Fatima^ made use^ in a 
Jow«r ^hece^<of tliose talents she received 
frosn bountifui l^sdme, she -would have 
shone Ibe Htorning star of her sex and 
fsiDndiition in life> bat-ud ! ^he aspired like 
§, foolish moth Ao a greater lustre^ to a 
trw^eeudant brigi»tness^ and burnt her 
self at tile very flame, wfiich covetous- 
DCSB and pride made Iter imprudently' 
isek fer. 

. Not content with the high and most re- 
spectable acqiminftaisce of the Emperor of 
MoToce0> threug'h tbe kindness of his am- 
bassador^ »othmg>short of ruKng over the 
fitrst military »ian in Hie Ottoman Empire 
coifld^atisfy her vanity. She sawthe Aga^ 
and he w«s ^|iug4it in the snares of her 
witticism and beauty, Ife surrounded 
her with all those comtoifs and even 
smperftultieft which wx)man wants when 
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She rules in the Harem. 

she saiTJKces at the expensive altar of 
lust^ fashion^ and folly; and his gene- 
rosity towards her^ if not unexampled^ 
could not be easily surpassed. 

Fa(ima was the best loved^ the most 
adored^ lady of the Aga^s private Harem; 
the handkerchief^ the wished-for token of 
predilection and p«rtiality^ was always^ at 
her beck> ready to fly to her lap. She 
ruled there without control; Mutes and 
loquacious Kajas, Eunuchs^ ' and new 
imported slaves^ all were subservient to 
her wishes, and the Aga himself was an 
yielding dependent upon her nods, her 
looks, or the waving of her alabaster 
•hand. But the freiah roses of Bagdad, 
and the blue cyclamen of Tadmor, have 
their time; they are blown by the 
.morning breeze into elegance and gaudi- 
ness ; at noon they begin to wither away ; 
and the evening star weeps over their 
departed loveliness. Fatima had lost tli^ 
Aga's love, favours, asid good will ; she 
had been dismissed from the abodes of 
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She swears to be revenged. 
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happiiiesSj and her dajs were clouded 
-with anxiety and self-created sorrow. 

In the most horrid paroxysm of rage^ 
blastings in the storm of her passionsi 
her past conduct with the Aga^ and 
swearing by the tremendous name of the 
demon of everlasting revenge^ she raised 
an hurricare against the deceived .Com« 
mander of the faithful Army; and^ al- 
though she was then drinking the per^ 
nicious liquor forbidden by the Prophet, 
in public Kans and Caravan-serat/s with 
an adventurer from Erin, she found 
ears listening to her tale^ and disclosed 
the whole of her secrets with the Aga. 

The court before which she impeached 
her lover was deep iu the knowledge of 
the human hearty as well as in the 
works of nature. They knew that if the 
mortal juice of hemlock can poison the 
wisest of all men *, it may also melt a 

- * SocrateSf well known to the Arabs, so long and 
MO deeply learned in Greek. 
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She U much induiged- 

dangerous wen on the neck of a foo1« 
Althaug.h her character was mo9t ez^ 
ceptionable^ they listened kindly to her 
depositions, sufifered with louganiniity her 
preposteroti^s flights of witticism^ her in* 
deoetkts rebuffs^ and> even following the 
fMlite manners of European Courts^ al« 
lowed a woman fo h1 down in their pre* 
«cnc€. Such was their unbiassed^ ira- 
•pisej<iidiced desire to reach the hand of 
tittth ! 

In vain a SakooWasso^ a C!aptain in 
t%e <3reck gamson of the island of 
|[/esbes, and other friends of the Aga, 
mi«laok their aim> and foiled themselves 
with their own hands: in vain the honest 
meaning and patriotic zeal of the accusers 
of the Commander-in-Chief supported 
Fatima and TatYoriska's evidence to 
touch the substance of real crimination; 
in vain she was listened to, when retail- 
ing her frolicks with the Aga^ repre- 
senting herself as p^inoing u^^ at the cnr* 
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The Ag« not found -gutity^ 



tains of her criminal bed, the list of 
ber &vourita8 to be presented to* her 
paramour in that moment when nothing" 
is to be refused ; and hailed the God of 
love* as- dispensator of Ecclesiastical 
and Military favours ; the Aga was 
not found guilty of cfonnivance; and- 
the disappointed Fatima Clarkf^ retired 
ccmvicted of prostitution and adultery, 
of corrupt practices and secret pecula-' 
tion, of ungrateful animosity and fruit- 
less revenge. 

Abandoned by those ephemerous insects 
who love to bask in the sunshine of pros- 
perity, Fatima had now no other visit* 
oiPs but the ruined school-mistress and 
the Favourite, and she was conversing 
with them on the unexpectied turn the 

whole affair had taken, when, by order 

t ,-. 

• Sel the Htte. 
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Explanation of the Frontispiece. 

of the Cadi of the district^ she was called* 
out of her temporary lodgings to attend 
her own trials which was to take place 
at the house of a respectable friend of: 
the Sultana^ properly empowered to pass, 
a sentence of equity upon her^ the Katon-. 
kqja, and the daughter o( Chance. 

BoKouiAj the Sultana's representative^ 
was seated at the farthest end of a mag- 
nificent-hall, hung around with crimson 
velvet, on which the clever li^nds of her 
daughters and friends had embroidered, 
in silver and gold, the principal anecdotes 
of Fatima's life — and most pointedly the 
particulars of her acquaintance with the 
Aga. She reclined on abeautifuld sopba 
studded with silver crescent^ on an azure 
ground of damask manufactory^ and 
held in her hand the golden scepter, 
of impartial enquiry : at her right were 
placed^ on purple cushions^ the prin- 
cipal ladies of several private Harems, and 
alher left^ on a superb couch of white taf- 
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Speech of the President. 

felas, twelve learned women were im- 
pannelled to the sacred number of the 
heavens the prophet had travelledlthrongh, * 
in his jouniey to the celestial throne. 

At the bar, three small tabourets 
were assigned to Fatima, Tailoriska, and 
the Favourite. Many Turkish fashionable 
females were standing unveiled in the 
court, and after the cry of '^ Prayers/* 
according to custom, the presiding' 
BoNouiA spoke to the following pur- 
pose : 

''"Authorized by the custom of the 
land and the wisest of the Mahommedan 
laws, we call you, Fatima Clarkis, before 
our tribunal to answer accusations which 
may bebrought up against you. Formerly, 
in the higher court of the Divan, you ap- 
peared in the favourable light of a wit. 
ness, and seemedto be nothing more than' 
the innocent' medium through which the 
investigators of truth expected to arrive* 
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at the wished-for co»solati#ji'Of sepi^nt* 
ipg innoceDce fcom guilt ; hefip^ ya^jt ftre* 
endited^ aadiattbebar^ not .an eiifog^ 
and 8|xiteful; accuser, but an humble ac« . 
cused. There, jou relied on the for- 
bMrance ani^ politeness of a &ex}\vitose 
ppide is to bp tbe dcfenos ai.d protectttNfv 
of our own;- th^re your iiidtt^ed^^witjh 
iinpunit Vy your uatural bei^t fi>^ c^^iibb^in^ 
rand qui^^ing^ and your inip^dence ^^nk 
pyerlooked or forgiven bccaiise you were 
a^ woman; here you will have justice 
also/ but no diflerence of sex, no puac^ 
tilio, no niade*iip decorum shall allow 
you indulgences you ba*e no right- to 
c;a^p«ct 

** Mahomet forbid, however, that^we 
should deal with you wilh uubecfomiog 
rudeness or unmerited severity* Yawr. 
soul stands naked before us, .exposed to- 
our sight on all sides, lik^ the fnarUe* 
obelisk of ^li in tbe palace of the Em- 
perors^ and the angel of veracity holda 
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The Accusation. 

up fhc book of past evehf s to the eyes of 
the prophet, in order to ascertain the me- 
i»it of your depositions.— Yoii may sit 
down." 

Haying previously prostrated herself 
three times on the costly carpet at the 
feet of Eonouja, and paid, on the right 
and left, her humble obeisance to the 
female counsellors, and the jury-ladies, 
Fatima retired back, and accordingly sat 
herself down. 

TailoriskUj her eyes modestly fixed 
on the ground^ stood behind her, and the 
Favourite^ with a vacant look, remained 
at a greater distance. 

Terceva, the learned and eloquent 
daughter of the opulent Pacha ofAleppo, 
rose with all the elegance and comeli- 
ness of youth, accompanied by the seri- 
ous and imposing countenance of an ac- 
cuser; sbe said: 

VOL. lU 4S . 
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'' The blast of jour revenge has reached 
ilie palm-tree of Jdumea ; and ^he pride 
of Lebanon was shaken by your spiteful 
efforts. 

''You spoke ; justice held up her im- 
mortal sword, and the staff* of power 
dropt spontaneously^ from the hwd of 
:ihe Aga. 

'^ You have been the occasion of a great 
example given to the world; namely, thai 
-with the Divan there is no prejudicate 
distinction of persons ; no sheltering the 
criminal under the canopy of royalty ox 
in the strong coffers of wealth ; and thai; 
the lowest of the low has as great a righjt 
to the benefit of the law, as the son of the 
yenerable M uphti and the Aga himself. 

*^But we are not satisfied upon the mo*- 
tives which prompted you to disclose the 
whole of your adulterous life^ not only 
with the commander of the faithful^ but 
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also with many others, who fell in the 
snares j^ou had laid for theoi. Your owa 
life is a string of immoralities, and the se- 
veral links that compose the shameful 
chain were tempered in the hissing waters 
of impertinence. Your trip at a delightful 
place in the environs of the Metropolis^ 
and your feats in tliesilver waves, are now 
known to every one. You had deposited 
the veil of decency on the shore, and the 
pliancy of your beautiful limbs, in the 
folding chrystal of the ocean, became an 
object of admiration to the impure specta- 
tors of your more impure conduct. Your 
fast-succeeding lovers placed you on a 
level with our most determined polygamic 
Bashaws} and your male Serajglio was th^ 
whole world. You wantoned in your lust, 
and the folly of men bolstered up your 
emptiness. Natural talents were prosti- 
tuted to the basest purposes; and theper- 
fidious rose of your lips contained more 
poison than the narcotic flower of Hyos- 
cyamus. 

«3 
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The Camphor-bag of Mrs. Lee. 



"I ii 



'* Itw|u not expected that the Ag A should 
be exempt from the influence of the soft 
and tender passion of lo?e. The impartial 
iS'^/tamue/ZYTHO^thateloquentandenlight- 
ened member of the Divan^ although a 
destroyer of vice and corruption, allowed 
the Ag A some excuses for his folly> which 
he publicly confessed s^nd execrated ; but 
you, Fatima^ you had none. 

'* Had the flattering Eblis*, with the 
wings of love, incessantly fluttered before 
your enchanted ejxs, and whispered in 
your listeningears tales ofprostitution and 
lust ; were then all the stores of camphor 
in the new and old Bazarsf of Stambout 
so entirely exhausted, that you could not 
procure a small fca^/u/ of it to cool the 
volcanic rage of j^our passion ? Western 
ladies, we arc told, knov^ better, and, bj 
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• The name used by the Mahometans for the Devif. 
t Bazar, market-place and warehouse. 
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that means, they master themselves, in or- 
der to become more powerful mistresses 
of others. 

•^ I shall nottirethepatienceof thecourt 
by entering more at large in the field of 
your multifarious guilt : but Isouf San-- 
donasso2LaAAchmet Claverini have been 
justly chastised for their prevarications ; 
and, as the High Court has disdained to 
punish you, we, for the example of pos- 
terity and the edification of the faith- 
ful, propose a salutary expiation for 
your past ofteuces. Therefore I move, 
*' that Fatima Clarkis be sent to some 
place of "retirement, to pass the rest of 
her days in useful occupations and the 
reading of the Koran/' 

Salamina, supported the motion with 
great warmth ; she represented the Aga 
as a feeble-minded man, who had not 
philosophy enough to resist the intoxica- 

q3 
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ting seduction of such a woman as Fati- 
ina. '' You drank'' said she ^' the poison of 
your present misery in chrystal cups^more 
costly than gold ; and the retinue of the 
Sultan himself shrunk diminished be- 
fore the splendour and magnitude of your 
establishment.'' 

SJwZpfta interrogated her, andsaid/'t>id 
it never strike you, ia the vort6x of your 
pleasures^ that you were digging an abyss 
of shame and repentance under the ub. 
wary feet of your lover ?** 

Fatima. It was not my business to fore- 
tell events^ and I never met sorrow half- 
way. 

Salamina. Did you not know that you 
were infringing the sacred authority of 
the chief of our religion^ the infallible 
Mufti> wht^n you contrived to promote 
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Cross-examination . 

an jmaum * and a dervise to the reading 
ef our principal Mosque ? 

Fatima. But this was doile without 
any particular wish of deprWing any 
body of his privileges ; and, indeed^ the 
prefernients and places in the Mosques 
are rtot always disposed of in favour of 
men more worthy than the Iman I pro-^ 
posed. 

A general cry of, '^ chair! chair!'* 
was heard from ail parts of the hail-^^the 
President held up her fan, and directed 
Fatima to retire. After a few observa- 
tions from seteral ladies at the right-side 
of the Tenerable Bonovjct, ihe was call- 
ed in, and having bowed as usual, she 
resumed placidly her ^situation on the 
tdbouret« 



• Immauh, imiuatnrt, or iraatt, a prieit who per- 
forms duties in the Mosques. 
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Animadvenions. 

Belita begged leave to ask Fatima^ 
her motives for publishing " Tbe Mor 
moirs of ber own Life." She urged the 
impropriety^ the indelicacj'^ the danger 
of such a step^ V that enough already 
was known of her giddy and voluptuary 
life^ and that she could not reveal any 
interesting anecdotes of her scandalous 
conduct without offending the eyes and 
the ears of the most accommodating 
readers : that disclosures of flagitious 
scenes acted within the mysterious cur«> 
tains of adultery and prostitution, can- 
not be edifying to the public at large^ 
and that her unveiling the truth might 
iiy ure the peace of mind of many decoy- 
ed victims of her irresistible fascinations: 
that no decent person will open the im- 
pure roll of her criminal extravagancies^ 
and that the Ambassador of Morocco 
himself would be displeased at seeing 
his yellow-slippered master traduced to 
public ridicule: that the late Bashaw 
of Philip^po^oMs^ was himself so much 
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ashamed of publishing any thing relating 
to Fdtinia, that he declined having his 
name publickly coupled with her's, and 
left to a celebrated Amanuensis * the 
care of making the copies, and selling 
them to the world.** 

Several other ladies from the purple 
cushiiDDS, spoke to the same purpose, and 
silence being obtained by the President 
extending her golden sceptre towards 
the assembly, Romilia^ the niece of one 
of the most profound professors of civil 
law, at Smyrna, rose in defence of the 
accused. All that can be said in favour 
of a giddy female, who, intoxicated with 
the idea of being the darling bx^ dearest 
dear of the third great personage in the 
whole empire^ forgets herself and every 
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• It has beennitnoured since, that through motives 
similar to those alleged above, (he whole of the; 
copies had been bought up by parties concierned* 
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Verdict* 

thing else^ %vas eloquently urged upon 
the minds and hearts of the judicious 
ladies who composed the court ; all that 
deep learnings accompanied with the con- 
sciousness of doing what is rights could 
impart^ was impressively displayed by the 
celebrated counsellor ; but in vain. 

The jury retired to the chamber of 
Decision^ where unshaken Impartialitj 
resides^ and ere the Esma T, which the 
President and the riest of the company 
recited during the while, was eadcd^ 
they re-appeared, and the eldest of them, 
in a clear and firm tone of voice, her hunds 
elevated and clasped over her half-veiled 
forehead, returned a Verdict of, 

GUILTY ! 

Then Bonoifja rose, and with due so- 



• A prayer cominoii to all the Mahometans, and 
recited ia occasions of great danger* 
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lemnity pronounced the sentence of the 
Law : — 

'' You, Fatima.Clarkis, you shall be 
conveyed beyond the Sea of Marmora to 
the Island of Naxos*, there to be immured 
in a Greek Nunnery, where no friars, no 
dervises, will be allowed to pour on your 
pallid lips the balm of comfort, and there 
to remain till perfect repentance has 
finished the work of your entire reforma- 
tion. The daughter of Chance, Tailor^ 
iska, leaving behind the purses presented 
her by the votar-ies of compassion, shall 
follow you in your retirement ; and the 
Favoufite shall accompany you both. 
The camel, in the sands of Barca, shares 
the scanty water of the brook with his 
driver ; but does not refuse to follow his 
weary steps through the burning desart ; 



• An Island of the Archipelago, where Ariadne, 
whom Theseus bad abandoned, was consoled bj the 
God of the Grapes. 
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„. ,. -vii'^'naflpod fortune, they shall 
xu * "tfo-hM -Ik >*<u puDishmeDt 1" 

-^t^.. :■- .m.-W«rf,tadtlieCfliiri 
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Conclttskm* 
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partakers of jour good fortune, thej shall 
bear a portion in your punisfahient !'' 

She said; Faiima bowedj'and tke Court 
broke up. 



TUt END. 



R. WiLks, Printer, 
Chancery-Lane. 



